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…. Winter Notes .... 

 

 New Schedule - Next season’s trip 
schedule is ready.  We’ve added several 
exciting new adventures and extended 
the schedules on some perennial favor-
ites .  See page 8 for where, when and 
what’s available. 
 

 Exploratories - Conditions this 
year forced us to reschedule or use fall-
back locations for our planned explora-
tory trips.  We intend to catch up next 
season.  We’re heading for the as yet 
unexplored Rio Papagaio in December.  
In January we’ll finally operate our long-
planned Jatapu exploratory in the giant 
Wai Wai Indian reservation..   
 

 Arapaima Exploratory - We’re 
going after the world’s biggest, scaled 
freshwater fish, Brazil’s gigantic ara-
paima.  Primitive giants roam 170 kms. 
of closed, private canals in a huge for-
mer rice plantation.  See article page 6 

Fishing Shows  
 

For 2006 we’ll be hosting Amazon 
Fishing Seminars at selected fishing 
shows, as well as manning our booth.  
Don’t miss these interesting sessions. 
 
 

Suffern, New York - This will be our 
second year at the Northeast’s most 
popular show.  Be sure to visit us.  
 

Toronto, Canada  - Our Canadian 
friends have been enjoying great suc-
cess on our peacock bass trips.  This 
year’s show runs Mar. 16 through 20. 
 

Book a trip at any of our shows and 
receive a special show discount...PR     

     Several of our most recent issues have 
noted unseasonably wet, unusually dry or oth-
erwise weird weather in the Amazon.  Well, 
now it’s gone over the top, literally.  On the 
heels of an historic drought, just as the basin 
was returning to its normal levels, came 
a midseason torrent of heavy rain.  It has, 
as of this writing,  washed out the entire 
Rio Negro and mid-north region right in 
the middle of its expected dry season. 
    Just about every dry season, there’s a 
mild blip in water levels, brought about 
by a period of midseason rain - usually 
with no significant effect.  So no one 
panicked when it began raining.  We just 
figured it would stop as usual.  By late 
November, there was already plenty of 
rain.  It wasn’t quite enough to fill the 
floodplains, but it was more than enough 
to enter the low-lying flooded forests.   
In the Amazon, this is enough to shut 
down the fishing.  Many operations had 
to reschedule, including us.  We hur-
riedly postponed several groups once the wa-
ters began rising.  Meanwhile other operators, 
without raincheck policies, were trying every-
thing from gourmet meals to dancing girls as a 
substitute for catching fish.  With most opera-

tions, people’s fishing trips were turning into 
tourist sightseeing cruises.  In a nutshell, the 
Amazon’s weird weather had struck again. 
     There was an amazing exception however.  
With the waters rising everywhere around us, 
Acute Angling’s giant peacock bass explora-

tory trip managed to outmaneuver the rains, for 
a while at least.  It was more a function of be-
ing lucky rather than anything else, but we’re 
happy that the odd chain of events leading up 
to these trips worked out as it did.   

Outmaneuvering the Rains 
.… For a Little While, at Least …. 

‘2005 Giant Peacock Exploratory Results 
     Our original plan was to fish an 
area designated Rio Papagaio.  We 
worked for weeks, negotiating 
rights, manipulating logistics and 
otherwise beating our heads 
against the wall as the trip date fast 
approached.  We struggled to get it 
done.  Then the rains came.  Just 
like that, all of our complex plans, 
local negotiations and logistical 
arrangements for this river simply 
washed 
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Moving our camp upriver to explore new 
water and new fishing opportunities. 

Acute Angling - Exotic Fishing Trips 

Gary Jones, of Amarillo, 
Texas, hefts a beautiful 
trophy in the face of the  
          oncoming rains 



away with the flood.  Like it or not, we were going to have to 
reorganize and head for our previously designated back-up river.  
Thankfully, there was still enough time to get there.  
     That was stroke of luck number one.  
Stroke of luck number two was yet to 
come.  Our new location was a long 
way from the original site and had so 
far escaped the rains, but that was soon 
to change.  The same massive front that 
caused all of the flooding on the Papa-
gaio slowly began lumbering east, apparently following in our 
wake.  Then it suddenly and inexplicably dipped south, the 
wrong way for this time of year (but we’re not complaining).  

Thanks to an odd quirk of geography (stroke of luck number 
two), it went just far enough out of the way to spare the headwa-
ters of our new location, on the Rio Molongoa.  While rivers 
just 50 air miles away (with headwaters that extended further 
south) were flooding over their banks, we held steady.  Oh, we 
still wound up with more water than we would have liked, but 
we managed excellent trophy fishing nonetheless. 
     We set up our camp to await our first group relatively low on 
the river, in an area we were familiar with from trips we oper-
ated almost a decade ago.  Once the group arrived and condi-
tions proved amenable, we began our daily migration upriver to 
waters we had never seen before.  The effort proved to be well 
rewarded.  We found plenty of the trophies we were seeking, 
although the excessive cover made them difficult to land.  But 
that’s why fishing is a sport, isn’t it? 
     Our first group was from west Texas.  
Among them were several very experienced 
largemouth bass fishermen, although this 
was their first time fishing for peacock 
bass.  They promptly learned the difference 
between the two as they came back with 
tales of broken lines, straightened hooks, 
broken rods and vanished trophies.  Their 
lifelong fishing experience held them in 
good stead, however, and they quickly got 
the hang of hand-to-hand combat with over-
grown, jungle-bound peacocks with bad 
attitudes.  By midweek they were landing 
plenty of the big ones and had gained the 
experience to succeed in the tough condi-
tions they were facing.  The group landed 
538 peacocks with 8 fish in the teens and 
probably twice as many big ones lost to the cover of low-lying 
jungle structure.  Gary Jones of Amarillo, Texas had the week’s 
best at 19 lbs and the team of John Velky and Bill Wilfong, also 

from Amarillo, led the pack with 159 peacocks landed. 
     By the time our second group arrived we had made our way 
100 miles upriver.  Conditions continued to hold roughly steady.  

Whenever the river managed to drop an 
inch, the skies would spit some rain and 
raise it right back up.  It reminded me 
of the never-ending battle I have with 
my waistline, caused by the unreasona-
bly tempting food in the camp. 
     Group two contained several very 

experienced, hard-core peacock bass fishermen (I’m starting to 
think of them of them as a sort of peacock bass mafia).  Almost 
predictably, veteran angler Jack Goldsmith landed the biggest 
while the international team of Steve Townson (Portugal) and 
Mike Cooke (Toronto, Canada) garnered the most.  Although we 
weren’t getting rained on, apparently the headwaters were.  As 
we made our way upriver, higher water forced us to return to the 
river’s central regions where fishing remained strong.  Thank-
fully we had the mobility to make quick decisions and compen-
sate for changing conditions.  The week ended successfully with 
an excellent number of trophies and steady fishing productivity. 
     As week three dawned (literally), the rain finally caught up to 
us.  Ten hours of pounding 
rain quickly reversed a 
dropping trend that was 
struggling to get started.  
We went to bed on a dry 
beach and woke up with 
our cabins floating, the 
beach now a shallow sand 
bar.  As the third group 
was flying into Manaus, I 
was watching the river rise 
in front of my eyes. 
     Group three would face 
tougher conditions.  The 
water was now entering the 
jungle, attracting peacocks 
with better cover and more productive area to forage while mak-

ing it much harder to get at them.  Once 
again we were saved by our mobility, but 
just barely.  We headed downriver, in the 
hope that the broader floodplain there 
would minimize the effects of the rain.  To 
an extent it did and due to very persistent 
anglers we ended the week with a respect-
able showing.  Tilman Self of Byron, GA 
landed an 18 pound trophy while Jenny 
Reiss (my hard-fishing daughter) landed 
the most peacocks for the week.  We had 
just barely outmaneuvered the rain to come 
away with a successful exploratory trip. 
       Next December, our exploratory target 
will be the still unfished Rio Papagaio, our 
original planned destination for 2005.  But 
because this back-up river was so produc-

tive under such difficult conditions, we’ll undoubtedly be back 
here again soon, to more thoroughly test the upper 100 miles of 
its length, the tempting headwaters that we never reached. … PR 

Peacock Bass Exploratory Report ...Continued 
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Acute Angling’s 2005 Exploratory Trip Results 

Statistics (Peacocks only) Gp. 1 Gp. 2 Gp. 3 Totals 

Total # of Fish Caught 558 489 338 1385 

Biggest Fish per group 19 lb. 19 lb. 18 lb. 19 lb. 

# of Anglers per group 11 12 11 34 

Avg # caught per angler 51 41 31 41 

# of trophies per group 8 23 4 35 

‘2006 Giant Peacock Exploratory 
Dates contingent 
on air schedules. Departs Returns Openings 
Group 1 Nov. 24th, 2006  Dec. 3rd - Full - 
Group 2 Dec. 1st, 2006  Dec. 10th 1 space 
Group 3 Dec. 8th, 2006 Dec. 17th 4 spaces 

Overnight rains turned our dry 
beach into a shallow sandbar.  (Note 
the new air-conditioned bungalows 

in the backgraound.) 

Dale Fischer’s guide, Junior, shows off a 
big redtail catfish that Dale landed. 



 Winter ’2006 Images - Exploratory Trip Photos PAGE 3 

Gary Jones - Amarillo, TX  Alek Lukas - Amarillo, TX 

Jack Goldsmith of Lake Mary, FL always finds 
the spots where the trophies are lurking. 

Jack’s wife, Pepsi, has figured it out also, as 
 she hefts a trophy on her first Amazon trip. 

Jenny Reiss poses with a different sort 
of scaly monster, a 22ft anaconda! 

Larry Snellgrove - GA Michael Cooke - Toronto, ONT 

 Research Update - Progress continues on our peacock bass research.  Several meaningful findings have recently resulted and are near-
ing publication.  In the photos above, we see a fishing team (by day) metamorphose into a research group as the sun goes down.  At left, 
Professor Kenneth Able of Rutgers University (grey shirt and cap) records data being collected by Paul Reiss (green shirt) and research 
assistant, “Frankie” (orange shirt).  Center, our well equipped floating laboratory.  At right, over 5000 photographs were taken as part of 
a study performed during our December exploratory, correlating color and pattern variation with spawning cycle in Cichla temensis .   



May ‘06 Parismina Tarpon Trip 
Several spaces remain on our upcoming hosted Costa Rica adventure  

Acute Angling Expands Costa Rica Options 
We now offer great Pacific Ocean fishing at Crocodile Bay Lodge. 
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in July and August. 
     Saltwater Dorado - Also known as dolphinfish or Mahi-Mahi, they 
are abundant from May to January. 
      Snook - The all-tackle world record came from these waters in 1991.  
Freshwater flowing into the ocean provides both surf and estuary fishing 
all year round with peaks from May to October. 
     Tuna, Wahoo, Cubera Snapper, Big-eye Trevally, Tripletail, Barra-
cuda, Mackerel, African Pompano, Corvina and Grouper are available 
all year round. 
     This is one fishing lodge where you can readily bring the entire fam-
ily.  Crocodile Bay offers Rainforest EcoTours, Aquatic Tours, Surfing, 
Scuba and Snorkeling, Horseback Riding, Kayaking, Birdwatching and 
ATV Adventure Tours.  There is something here for everyone. 
     Trips range from 3 days at $1795 to 6 days at $3995 and include all 
lodging, meals, liquor, beer and wine, fishing boat with guide and fuel, 
first class hotel in San Jose and transfers and charter flight to the lodge.  
Anglers visiting 
Costa Rica can 
now take advan-
tage of spectacu-
lar Pacific Coast 
fishing and have 
Acute Angling 
package it to-
gether with the 
great tarpon and 
inshore fishery at 
Parismina lodge 
on the Caribbean.  
Call us for more 
information.  

     Perhaps the most upscale fishing lodge in Costa Rica, Crocodile 
Bay Lodge is situated on 44 acres of tropical gardens on the Golfo 

Dulce, on the 
Osa Peninsula in 
southwestern 
Costa Rica.  Fea-
turing first class 
air-conditioned 
rooms, an ele-
vated hot tub, 
pool with swim 
up bar and gour-
met meals, 
Crocodile Bay 
basks in the spec-
tacular jungle 
surroundings of 

one of the most ecologically intense places on earth.   
     Crocodile Bay’s fleet of flats boats, center consoles and offshore 
Strike boats puts anglers into position to enjoy Costa Rica’s world 
class saltwater fishing.  The lodge’s English speaking crews are ex-
perts at fly fishing, light tackle and big game techniques to help you 
optimize your enjoyment of the region’s cornucopia of inshore and 
offshore fishing options. 
     Roosterfish - The most exciting inshore and surf fish in the region, 
Roosters of 40 to 50 pounds are common. 
     Sailfish - The area is renowned for both the numbers and size of its 
sailfish.  They are abundant year round.  Raising 10 to 15 sailfish per 
day is a common occurrence. 
     Marlin - They are taken every month of the year with Blues pre-
dominant in November and December and the largest Blacks recorded 

     If you’ve never had a tarpon on the end of 
your line, you need to try this!  Acute Angling 
has reserved the week of May 6th, 2006 at Rio 
Parismina lodge especially for our clients, and 
hosted by Paul Reiss.  Our anglers will enjoy the 
full range of Parismina’s great options (for 3, 4 
or 7 day trips) at an optimal time in Costa Rica’s 
east coast fishing season. 
     Located near the mouth of the Rio Parismina, 
the lodge sits at a confluence of four great fisher-
ies.  Less than a mile from the dock is the seem-
ingly endless Caribbean Sea, with its resident 
near-shore tarpon schools.  On calm days, just a 
short ride away in Parismina’s big powerful 
boats, you can tackle a variety of offshore spe-
cies, including wahoo, sailfish and tuna.  Stay 
closer to home and fish the river mouth and you 
can encounter huge snook (five world records 
have been set here).  Finally, head inland into the 
national park on one of Parismina’s flat bottomed 
jon-boats and you can explore mile after mile of 
freshwater river and creek environment, filled 
with machaca, mojarra and guapote (an aggres-
sive cichlid related to the peacock bass).  No 

matter what the weather or your personal fishing 
preferences, there are great fishing options 
available every day. 
     Rio Parismina Lodge is a great place to bring 
the whole family.  The wide variety of fishing 
options ensures excitement for everyone in this 
tropical fishing paradise, while the lodge’s big 
rooms, beautiful gardens and comfortable facili-
ties provide a pleasant and relaxing vacation 
environment, even for non-fishers. 
     Not only is this all-inclusive trip logistically 
convenient (with direct flights on domestic car-
riers from many U.S. Airports), but we’re also 
planning to offer a special agenda of activities in 
San Jose for our group.  If you want even more 
variety or would like to see more of this beauti-
ful country, we can also arrange other exciting 
Costa Rica activities, including roosterfish and 
billfishing on the West coast, white-water raft-
ing, jungle tours and more.  Finally, to put the 
icing on the cake, all of this will be available at 
a special, reduced price for Acute Angling cli-
ents and mailing list members.  If you’d like to 
join us,  please call to reserve your place.                               
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ing 1 year visas and in many cases 90 day visas.  Unfortunately there 
is no way to control which visa you will receive…it’s like the 
weather…unpredictable. 
     Timeliness -  It will be very important in the upcoming year to 
submit your visa documentation promptly after receiving it from us.  
We receive constant feedback and advice from Zierer Visa Services, 

whom we  recommend to process your visa 
documents.  They do an excellent job and 
go out of their way to help get your  visas 
processed in a timely manner.  
     New Requirements -  Among the new 
requirements that the consulates are re-
questing are that all applications submitted 
have a copy of the traveler’s driver’s li-
cense and yellow fever vaccination certifi-
cate They are now requiring that a specific 
form is used for the jurisdiction you reside 
in.  We will enclose the correct form for 
each angler based on the state or province 
they live in and which consulate will be 

processing their visas. 
     Here are a few helpful hints to make sure that your application is 
processed in a smooth manner:  Make certain that your passport has 
been signed (otherwise it will need to be returned to you for signa-
ture, which will slow down what is already a cumbersome process).  
Be aware that the consulates and embassies have recently limited 
daily visa submissions to their offices which may mean that your 
passport and visa application may need to go to the end of the sub-
mission line if it’s returned to you for corrections or missing infor-
mation.  When filling out your application please put in the accurate 
date as to when you must receive your passport back.  By indicating 
a date weeks earlier than needed, it will put undo stress on a system 
that is running on a very tight schedule. 
     Follow the pointers and instructions that are enclosed with your 
visa application and you should have no problem receiving your 
Brazilian visa in a timely manner.  As always please contact me di-
rectly if there are any questions when you are ready to fill out your 
paperwork.  We will be happy to help you in any way we can. 

     With the fishing season in Brazil cut short this year due to the un-
usual weather conditions, we’ve used the time to update and improve 
next season’s pre-trip documents.  If you are booking a trip for the 
2006/2007 season, you’ll notice that we’ve included a new document 
entitled “Executive Summary” in the reservation package we send 
you.  Over the years we’ve found that there has been some confusion 
as to what to do with all of the paperwork that 
we stuff into the reservation envelope.  This new 
document should be very helpful in outlining 
what’s in the package, what’s not in the package 
and what you should do with this pile of paper 
that was squished into your mailbox.  Please 
read all of the paperwork that we send since it 
contains valuable information that will help you 
prepare for your trip. 
     Many of your questions will be answered in 
our Pre-trip Information and checklist enclo-
sures.  In order to provide necessary data, please 
fill out and sign the enclosed Questionnaire that 
comes in your package.  Even if you are a re-
turning angler, we need updated information to help us effectively 
handle your trip.  Addresses, phone numbers and other data may have 
changed and we need to keep the most updated records in our files.  
Please read the terms and conditions section of your package and con-
sider the enclosed trip insurance opportunity, which we highly recom-
mend.  Most importantly, please sign and return all of the forms that 
we have sent in your reservation package.  This will allow us to final-
ize your reservation, save time and allow for a smooth transition to the 
next stage of the booking process, 90 days prior to your trip. 
     Three months before the scheduled date of your departure you will 
receive air travel itineraries and documentation to apply for a Brazil-
ian visa, necessary to enter the country.  Every year we have found 
that the Brazilian consulates change the way they operate.  They re-
quire different documents to be submitted, raise their fees and change 
their processing timeline.  The following are updates that you will find 
included in the new visa package that will be sent to you; 
     Visa Length - In the past the Brazilian consulates typically issued 
5 year visas, but things have changed.  This past year they were issu-

Documentation Updates 
Useful information about new visa policies   …. by Garry Reiss 

Don’t Sweat the Details  
Let us take care of them all with “Full Service Trip Packages” 
     Along with the excitement of planning for your trip come the tedi-
ous necessary details.  Some can be pretty complicated, so Acute 
Angling focuses on helping you keep it simple.  To make your trip 
planning easier and to make certain that nothing gets lost in the shuf-
fle, we’ve created a complete package of available services that lets 
you concentrate on worrying about which reel to use and which shirt 
to pack.  We’ll take care of worrying about the administrative details. 
     When you make your initial reservation you’ll receive a prelimi-
nary packet of materials that provides trip confirmation and lets you 
start planning the fishing details.  We include trip insurance materials, 
tackle and gear checklists and more detailed information about your 
trip than most folks get when they buy their house. 
     Ninety days before your trip’s departure, you’ll receive a second 
package that includes all documentation and visa application forms, 
final international travel details and optional domestic reservation 

services.  When its time to leave, all we want you to have to deal 
with is to make sure that you packed your passport and your favor-
ite reading material.  Leave the rest to us. 
 

Available Services: 
Acute Angling provides these necessary services for its clients.  
1. We can book all of your air transportation directly.  We main-

tain bulk space on the international carriers servicing our an-
gling destinations and also offer domestic ticketing.  

2. Complete fishing tackle packages, species and location spe-
cific, are available through our affiliate; www.tackle-box.net    

3. We provide all necessary documentation and complete passport 
and visa services are available. 

4. A variety of important travel insurance options are offered 
through Travel Guard International.  



Even its name, Arapaima gigas, means 
gigantic; It is the world’s largest, 
scaled, freshwater fish;  Imagine 200+ 
pounds of powerful Amazon predator 
on the business end of your fishing rod! 
 

     In our never-ending quest for new and exciting 
fishing experiences, we’ve finally come up with some-
thing that goes beyond the exotic, almost into the 
realm of the alien.  Acute Angling is pleased to an-
nounce the availability of an exclusive, closed, ara-
paima fishery, populated with primitive monsters tip-
ping the scales at over 200 pounds. 
     In 1967, a reclusive American billionaire decided to 
begin a farming project in the Amazon on 4 million 
acres of rainforest land.  Like many before and after, 
the project failed for a variety of reasons and the jungle 
began to reclaim the land.  A “small” area (over 18,000 
acres) within the 
project had been set 
aside as a rice plan-
tation, ostensibly to 
feed the workers 
that never came.  
Equipped with hy-
draulic systems to 
control water levels  
and over 170 kilo-
meters of canals, the 
closed area provided 
exactly what was 
needed to support 
and protect the 
highly sought after 
giant arapaima. 
     Commercial fishermen couldn’t enter and the rice plan-
tation turned into a refuge and breeding haven for the nor-
mally beleaguered leviathans.  Today, the area contains 
thousands of the scaled giants.  If you let a bunch of fish-
ing deviates (us) into a place like this, what you get is our 

latest foray into exotic fishing madness, a catch and release 
arapaima exploratory.  Starting in March of 2007, we’ll take 
three groups of anglers into this extraordinary place for a 

thorough exploration 
of the region and its 
fishing potential. 
     Known in Brazil as 
pirarucu (a Tupi In-
dian word meaning red 
fish), the arapaima is 
an extraordinary rem-
nant of an ancient or-
der of fishes called Os-
teoglossiformes (Latin 
for bony-tongues).   An 
obligate air-breather, 
the arapaima must 
come to the surface 
periodically to take in 
oxygen laden air.  This  

trait that helped it to survive for eons in the anoxic waters of 
the Amazon has proven to be its greatest liability in the face 
of humankind.  Hunters learned to await its distinctive noisy 
surface gulp and then harpoon the giants at the surface. 
     Specimens over 10 feet long and weighing over 500 lbs. 
have been recorded, but heavy depredation has made fish 
over 100 pounds a rarity today.  Except here in this amazing 
area, where 200 pound specimens roam freely.  It is our in-
tention to preserve these animals and this area, so we’ll prac-
tice strict catch and release fishing, using only artificial lures 
or baited circle hooks.  My guess is that the exercise will be 
felt more by our anglers than by these powerful fish. 
     In addition to the muscular arapaima, we expect to find 
several species of big catfish, large aruana (a close relative of 
the arapaima) and other more conventional Amazon inhabi-
tants.  Accommodations will be in a comfortable ranch house 
and our familiar staff, cooks, hosts and guides from Amazon 
Fringe Expeditions will operate the trip.  All in all, we expect 
this to be a one of a kind fishing adventure. 
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The Ultimate Amazon Giant 
Acute Angling’s Extraordinary New Arapaima Trip 



Last issue we introduced the Amazon Tidbits column.  This 
issue we’re adding letters from our readers.  We’ll do our 
best to present letters of interest and we’ll try to focus on 
useful or interesting content rather than flattery (although 
we love those a lot, too).  Please feel free to write or email us 
(webmaster@AcuteAngling.com) with your contributions. 
 

 
 

This note came from Larry Larsen - We’re very proud of it. 
 

Paul, Just reviewed your excellent newsletter. "Acute An-
gling's Fishing News quarterly is by far the most informa-
tive and interesting of all agent/outfitter newsletters. We 
know the effort involved in pulling together the latest infor-
mation and news doing our own monthly eZine. You seem 
to go far beyond the other operations in each and every 
issue. It is the best!" - Larry Larsen, President, Peacock 
Bass Association  
   p.s.-You may use that testimonial as you wish. I mean it. 
There are always a few items of interest that I will "borrow" 
and attribute to you in an upcoming PBA eZine. Thanks 
again, Larry 
 
This one is from an angler fishing with us for the first time 
whose group elected to fish during the recent floods. 
 

Paul and Garry, 
        Just wanted to let you know we are all back after our 
24 hour delay. Tony and I got lucky and simply got on an-
other flight for no money and even got 100 dollar vouchers 
for our inconvenience... Funny. Kory and Dave had to pay 
out the a** to fly out of Ft. Lauderdale. I would rate the trip 
as a very good one even though the fish numbers were 

not great. I was the lucky one with the biggest fish of any-
one down there even with other outfitters. The people were 
all great to us and we enjoyed ourselves. Paul I am also 
happy to tell you that you may be one of the few if only that 
tell things as they are. I like and appreciate that and so do 
my buddies. I have already talked to several people that 
will be contacting you in the future for business. Many of 
those guys down there were clueless as to the conditions 
and what to expect. Not that this trip would make for a 
good reference, but you can give anyone you need my 
number. We thank you both again for putting up with us for 
such a long time. We will hopefully be fishing with you 
again.   -  Mark Drnec 
 
 

This one came from a fisherman for whom we set up an al-
ternate trip because of a raincheck cancellation. 
 

Paul- Just got back from Parismina.  First 5 days were 
really tough; ocean was rough and couldn't get out of the 
river mouth so we had to fish the river every day.  Jumped 
13 tarpon in the river and only landed 1 on the rapala over 
5 days.  Smaller fish weren't biting well because of the 
muddy water.  The 6th day was decent; wide open in the 
morning on smaller stuff and then boated 85lb and 70lb 
tarpon.  Friday was the best day of fishing I have ever had; 
fishing alone I got 9 tarpon in the boat before 9am!  Small-
est about 55lb, largest about 110lb.  Landed a tail-hooked 
130lb later in the morning and then got three more big 
ones in the boat in the afternoon.  What a day; really made 
the trip.  I'm sure I'll go back sometime.  Thanks for setting 
up a great trip.   -  Dan Smith 

Backlashes - Our Readers Speak  
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Amazon Tidbits - News from the RIVER 
Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon, 
is the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it.  This 
column will appear from time to time in an effort to report 
actual news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction.       

     The New Amazon Flood - Just a few short months ago we 
were reporting on the extraordinarily low water affecting the 
southern Amazon Basin.  A true drought, it brought the lowest 
water levels in 63 years.  Now, the basin is thoroughly flooded, 
reaching its normal annual highs in the middle of what was sup-
posed to be the dry season.  Rains began in November, fully 4 
months ahead of expectations.  Rivers rose rapidly, flooding the 
jungles and ending the fishing season very early.  Our policy is 
to avoid disappointing our 
clients, so we quickly found 
ourselves initiating a string of 
rescheduling that ended up 
running out the rest of the fish-
ing season.  Although many 
Amazon operations continued 
fishing under these conditions, 
their success rate was terrible.  
All of our affected clients, however, can look forward to re-
scheduling and utilizing a raincheck that will enable them to 

enjoy the trip of a lifetime just as they originally planned. 
      Amazon  Inflation - You have may noticed a flurry of price 
increases in our trips lately.  No, we’re not getting greedy, we’re 
just adjusting to try to stay even.  The culprits; a precipitously 
dropping dollar and a steeply climbing price for gasoline and 
diesel.  The dollar has nosedived in 2 short years from 1 USD for 
3.6 Reais (Brazilian dollars) to a current value of  1 USD for 2.2 
Reais - a drop of almost 40%!  To make things even worse, fuel 
prices in Brazil are now pushing $6.50 per gallon!  In order to 
continue to provide the quality services our clients are accus-
tomed to, we’ve had to adjust accordingly.  You can rest assured 
however, that we won’t stint on the details and we’ll continue to 

provide superior fishing trips and the 
best values in the Amazon. 
 

    Amazon Angel II. - Construction has 
begun and the hull has been laid for the 
new Amazon Angel II yacht.  A joint 
venture between Acute Angling and NG 
Turismo, the new boat will provide supe-
rior accommodations, improved mobility 
and access to a wider range of uses.  

We’re planning a range of new trips and new destinations to take 
advantage of her increased utility. 

Amazon Angel II - 1st Deck 
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CPG - General 2005/p Acute Angling can arrange your choice of exotic fishing trips - anywhere in the world ... Let us know what you’d like to catch! 
Join us on the fishing trip of a lifetime! 

Contact us, Toll-free, at;     Paul Reiss - (866) 832-2987     Garry Reiss - (866) 431-1668     -     FAX (908) 832-2989        
P.O. Box 18 - Califon, NJ 07830   Website: www.AcuteAngling.com - E-mail: Webmaster@AcuteAngling.com  

For international calls, or from within New Jersey, USA - call 908 832-2987 or 908 431-1668 

 

PEACOCK BASS YACHT TRIPS      - Fall  2006 -    Best Value in the Amazon 
# Depart Return Fishing Host Location Price Availability Description 

Amazon Angel Yacht Trip - Comfort and Mobility - Igapo Acu Reservation Our most popular trip and a perfect introduction to peacock bass fish-
ing.  Explore Amazonia on a comfortable, air-conditioned yacht.  Our 
mobility accesses 300+ miles of majestic waters. Excellent daily catch 
(15 - 50/day) with an average size around 5 lbs.  Trophy fish in the high 
teens are common and monsters over 20 pounds are taken here each 
trip.  Return every evening to fine food and drink and the secure com-
fort of the yacht.  Enjoy jungle hikes, Indian village visits, spotlighting, 
and more, on this unique and exclusive adventure.  Protected within an 
Indian reservation, this is an exclusive access, sportfishing-only region. 

1 Sept. 20, 2006  Sept. 29 6 full days  Barbra Silva Igapo Acu $2950 - open - 

2 Sept. 27, 2006  Oct. 6 6 full days  Barbra Silva Igapo Acu $2950 - 6 openings  

3 Oct.   4, 2006  Oct. 13 6 full days  Barbra Silva Igapo Acu $2950 - 3 openings 

4 Oct. 11, 2006 Oct. 20 6 full days  Barbra Silva Igapo Acu $2950 - Full - 
5 Oct.  18, 2006 Oct. 27 6 full days  Barbra Silva Igapo Acu $2950 - 3 openings 

Thanksgiving Holiday - Lodge Trip - Xeriuini River - Air-conditioned Comfort A unique, ‘one-of-a-kind’ bargain.  Luxurious Macaroca, and rustic 
Posao lodge, located on the beautiful Xeriuini River, air-conditioned 
comfort and great peacock bass fishing . If you can travel over Thanks-
giving, you can fish them both for less than the price of either one! 

8 Nov. 15, 2006 Nov. 24 6 full days Wellington R. Xeriuini $2750 - 6 openings 
9 Nov. 22, 2006 Dec. 1 6 full days  Wellington R. Xeriuini $2750 - 3 openings 

 MULTI-SPECIES VARIETY TRIPS - Winter 2007 -  Urariquera River Camp 
# Depart Return Fishing Host Location Price Availability  Description 

Wild & Beautiful Waters - Fish for record-class payara, pirapitinga, giant catfish & more  The beautiful Rio Urariquera, closed to sport fishing since 1952,  
holds an amazing variety of gamefish.  Protected by the pristine Ma-
raca Island Bio-reserve, this fishery has yielded 5  IGFA records so 
far with many more on the horizon.  We’ve seen  payara over 27 lbs., 
pirapitinga over 25 and giant catfish well over 200.  If you can land 
them on rod and reel, you can demolish world records.  Live in com-
fortable bungalows and enjoy excellent meals in a safari style camp in 
the middle of the river’s most productive region.    

19 Jan. 3, 2007 Jan. 12 6 full days  Barbra Silva Urariquera $3650 - open - 
20 Jan. 10, 2007 Jan. 19 6 full days  Paul Reiss Urariquera $3650 - open - 
21 Jan. 17, 2007  Jan. 26 6 full days  Reiss/Silva Urariquera $3650 - open - 

27 6 full days  Barbra Silva Urariquera $3650 - Openings - Jan. 24, Jan 31,  Feb. 7, 
Feb. 14, Feb 21, Feb. 28  

TROPHY PEACOCK BASS TRIPS - Winter 2007       Air-Conditioned Lodge 

# Departing on Fishing Host Location Price Availability        Beautiful white sand beaches and clear black water provide an 
extraordinary setting on this comfortable, air-conditioned lodge trip. 
Enjoy the laid-back atmosphere while catching excellent numbers (15 
-30 /day) with an unusually high percentage of medium to large fish 
(10 to 20 pounds).  The lodge features spacious rooms, a screened 
dining area with panoramic river views and complete bathrooms with 
hot showers.  Enjoy a taste of luxury in the jungle.  

Winter 2006 - Rio Xeriuini -  Protected Clear Water Fishery in Northern Brazil  

14 Nov 29 and Dec 6, 2006  6 full days Wellington 2 Lodges $3500 - open - 

16 6 full days  Reiss/Melo 2 Lodges $3500 - open - 

Winter 2006 - Fly-in, Rio Tapera -  Amazonia’s most beautiful Peacock River                     Floating Safari Camp  
17 Feb. 2, 2007  Feb. 11 6 full days  Paul Reiss Roraima $3650 - 5 openings Live in comfortable floating bungalows on white sand beaches sur-

rounded by "Jurassic Park" jungle and clear black water .  Great for 
fly fishermen and plug casters alike.  Fantastic daily catch averages 
(20 - 70/day) with fish up to 22 pounds.  18 Feb. 9, 2007  Feb. 18 6 full days  Paul Reiss Roraima $3650 - open - 

Jan. 3rd and 10th, 2007  

 

Exploratory Safari Camp-  -  Rio Papagaio - Moveable floating bungalows  Fish the headwaters of beautiful, black water tributaries of the Rio 
Negro, far from the reach of the growing crowd of novice peacock 
bass operations.  Live in comfortable, movable floating bungalows 
with daily access to new water.  These tannin-stained fisheries favor 
surface action and explosive topwater strikes.  Good daily catch aver-
ages (5 - 20/day) and plenty of giant fish opportunities.  A high pro-
portion of huge trophies up to 26 pounds are caught in this region.  

10 Nov. 24, 2006 Dec. 3 6 full days Paul Reiss Rio Negro $3250 - Full - 

11 Dec.  1,  2006 Dec. 10 6 full days Leandro N. Rio Negro $3250 - Full - 
12 Dec. 8,   2006 Dec. 17 6 full days Leandro N. Rio Negro $3250 - 4 openings 
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 Lagos Romeros - Houseboat Trips - Rio Branco Lagoons - Peacock Bass & Variety One week only, limited to six anglers, this unique, comfortable trip 
offers a great mix of species including trophy peacock bass, giant red-
tail and surubim catfish, pirapitinga and more. 7 6 full days Wellington R. Xeriuini $2950 - open - Nov 8 and Dec 6, 2006 

Upper Jatapu Exploratory - Pup-tent camping - Variety Fishery A unique exploratory trip in an gigantic. primitive Indian reservation.  
For hard-core campers only.  Very basic accommodations; Sleep in 
Pup tents; Eat fish; Bathe in the river.  Remarkable species variety.  
Peacock bass, giant catfish, trairao, bicuda and more.  This is truly the 
Land that Time Forgot. 

28 Feb. 7, 2007 Feb. 16 6 full days Wellington R. Jatapu $2950 - open - 

29 Feb. 14, 2007 Feb. 23 6 full days Paul Reiss R. Jatapu $2950 - 4 openings 
30 Feb. 21, 2007 Mar. 2 6 full days Wellington R. Jatapu $2950 - open - 

Giant Arapaima Exploratory - Pirarucu and Variety Fishery Arapaima, or pirarucu, as its known in Brazil, is the largest scaled 
freshwater fish in the world.  Join us to fish for these powerful ancient 
giants in a closed fishery with over 170 km of fish laden canals.  
Comfortable ranch house accommodations in a closed, exclusive 
fishery with variety and sheer size unlike anything else. 

31 Mar. 21, 2007 Mar. 30 6 full days Wellington Santarem $3250 - open - 

32 Mar. 28, 2007 Apr. 6 6 full days Paul Reiss Santarem $3250 - 4 openings 

33 Apr. 4th, 2007 Apr. 13 6 full days Wellington Santarem $3250 - open - 


