
     From the minute we dreamed her up, the question was 
when would she be ready.  Just like building a new house, our 
new Amazon yacht was a project evolving at many levels.  And 
like many new houses, the completion date seemed to be slip-
ping farther and farther behind.  On September 22, just 5 days 
before our first group was scheduled to arrive, the decks were  
stacked with crated appliances, uninstalled equipment and box 
upon box of our supplies and furnishings.  With our full crew of 
16 working around several carpenters and equipment installers, 
we scrambled to get ready to leave the port of Manaus.  
      Of course we still weren’t ready when it came time to sail, 
but sail we did, with everyone continuing to work away.  
Thirty-six hours later, we tied up at Moura on the Rio Negro 
and welcomed our first group of anglers aboard.  Except for a 
few loose ends, the Blackwater Explorer was ready to fish. 
     It didn’t take long for the advantages of our new boat to be-
come important.   The Blackwater Explorer was designed for 
fishermen and built to get to where the fish are.  Her broad 
beam maximizes her functional interior space while keeping her 
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total length manageably short.  This gives us great maneuver-
ability, letting us safely and easily penetrate into otherwise inac-
cessible headwaters streams.  The yacht’s impressively low draft 
(she displaces only 1.2 meters) allows her to readily pass shal-
low sandbars and obstructions that keep less efficiently designed 
boats out.  We’ve done our best to think it through and we think 
we’ve come up with the best purpose-built sportfishing vessel in 
the Amazon Basin.  
      Our maiden voyages began by taking advantage of the Ex-
plorer’s mobility.  During September and October, Acute An-
gling normally operates in the Igapo Acu region in the Rio Ma-
deira basin.  This year, a combination of rapidly dropping water 
and stalled negotiations with a non-governmental organization, 
prompted us to rethink our plans.  With the boat still in Manaus, 
we weighed the changing water levels both North and South and 
opted to head north and access the rivers that were fishing best 
at the moment our anglers were due to arrive. 
     Our first group arrived and we headed off to fish dropping 
water on the Rio Caures.  Although the stage reports were cor-
rect and the lower river was …….    Continued on Page 2 
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landed fish of 21 and 22 
lbs.), and together with his 
fishing partner, Jim Bennett,  
garnered the most fish 
caught.  The group was well 
on its way to equaling the 
previous group’s numbers, 
but a series of heavy mid-
season rains, known in 
Amazonas as the 
“repiquete” dampened the 
river’s productivity at the 
end of the week.  So, doing 
what the Explorer was built 
to do, we cranked up the 
engine and took advantage 
of our mobility once again.   
    Week 4 found us on the 
rain-free Rio Urubaxi, after 
a mind-boggling overnight 
blast of 250km.  This fa-
mous river, known for its giant peacocks didn’t disappoint.  The mon-
sters started coming from day one, with catches of 23, 24, 24.5 and 25 
pounds being registered before most anglers even unpacked their sun-
screen.  The “repiquete” caught up to us here also, but without the 
strong effects felt lower in the basin and not before Matt Placzek of 
Springfield, MO took top honors with his 25 pound monster.  The 
Urubaxi yielded an amazing number of trophy fish, over 12% of the 
week’s catch.  Many of the experienced anglers in this group caught 
their largest peacocks ever (see centerfold). 
     What a maiden voyage!  The Blackwater Explorer clocked over 
1250 km (about 825 miles) on our first four groups alone!  But that’s 
what it sometimes takes to deliver quality fishing in a vast, untamed 
rainforest.  We’ll run the rivers and make the changes whenever it’s 
necessary to find the fish.  That’s our commitment and the Blackwater 
Explorer provides the best possible tool to let us honor it.  Join us on 
the Explorer in 2008/2009 when we return to our normal haunts on the 
Igapo Acu and Unini rivers, a pair of fisheries needing far less travel 
but yielding just as much excitement. (see Amazon Tidbits, page 6) 

draining rapidly, the upper river proved to be backed up and unpro-
ductive.  Here, the Explorer’s mobility allowed us to turn what 
looked like a batch of lemons, into a pitcher of lemonade.  We raced 
back downriver to fish the huge lake at the system’s mouth and suc-

ceeded in finding the numbers that had eluded us upriver.  The 
week’s honors for size and quantity went to father and son team 
David Mitchell, Jr. and Sr., of Oakville, ON, Canada, along with 
Steve Jenne, of Minesing, ON.  The group succeeded well with quan-
tity of fish, generating the highest average caught per week, but we 
didn’t encounter the giants we were hoping to find here. 
     In a search for a more even mix of numbers and trophy-sized fish, 
we headed northwest, further upstream in the gigantic Rio Negro 
basin.  Our second week found us on the Rio Cuini and its upper 
tributary, the Alegria.  Here the mix was more typical of a heavily 
tannin-stained blackwater region.  Big trophy peacocks made up al-
most 10% of the fish caught.  The big fish of the week was caught by 
renowned angling instructor, Jim Butters of Califon, NJ. 
     With the good numbers, big fish and dropping water levels we saw 
on week 2, we opted to remain on the Cuini for week 3.  Our group 
arrived to the good conditions we had been enjoying and promptly 
began adding to the trophy count of the week before.  Bill Moore of 
Dover, DE  enjoyed big fish honors with a 23 pound monster (he also 
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Igapo Acu  / Rio Madeira Basin Region - 2008 

# Departs Returns Price  Availability 

2 Sept. 24, 2008  Oct. 3 $3550 - open - 

3 Oct.   1, 2008  Oct. 10 $3550 - Full - 
4 Oct.  8, 2008 Oct. 17 $3550 - openings - 

5 Oct. 15, 2008 Oct. 24 $3550 - open - 

Unini River / Rio Negro Blackwater Region - 2008 

# Departs Returns Price  Availability 

A Oct. 24, 2008 Nov. 2 $4250 - open - 

B Oct. 31, 2008  Nov. 9 $4250 - open - 

C Nov. 7, 2008 Nov. 16 $4250 - openings - 

D Nov. 14, 2008 Nov. 23 $4250 - Full - 
E Nov. 21, 2008 Nov. 30 $4250 - open - 

F Nov. 28, 2008 Dec. 7 $4250 - open - 

G Dec. 5, 2008 Dec. 14 $4250 - openings - 

H Dec. 12, 2008 Dec. 21 $4250 - open - 

Unini River / Rio Negro Blackwater Region - 2009 

# Departs Returns Price  Availability 

I Dec. 31, 2008 Jan. 9 $4250 - open - 

J Jan.  7, 2009  Jan. 15 $4250 - openings - 

K Jan. 14, 2009 Jan. 23 $4250 - open - 

L Jan. 21, 2009 Jan. 30 $4250 - open - 

M Jan. 28, 2009 Feb. 6 $4250 - open - 

N Feb.  4, 2009 Feb. 13 $4250 - open - 

O Feb. 11, 2009 Feb. 20 $4250 - open - 

P Feb. 18, 2009 Feb. 27 $4250 - open - 

Q Feb. 25, 2009 Mar. 6 $4250 - open - 

Please Note - All river and date combinations are subject to availability 
and access to the fishery named along with weather and water level.  If 
any factors prevent the use of a specified fishery or dates, an alternative 

river will be used, if suitable, or alternative dates will be offered. 

Acute Angling’s 2005 Fall Yacht Trip Results 
Statistics Gp. 1 Gp. 2 Gp. 3 Totals 

Total Peacocks  1041 688 476 2978 

Biggest Fish  10 lb. 21 lb. 23 lb. 25 lb. 

Anglers/group 14 14 11 54 

Avg. # /angler 74 49 43 55 

Trophies/group 3 63 46 205 

Gp. 4 

773 

25 

93 

15 

52 

River System Caures Cuini Cuini Urubaxi Summary 
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Where  We Fish and Why? 
     Fishing programs, fishing advertising and fishing product sales 
techniques are full of hype and hyperbole.  This may not be too far re-
moved from fishermen’s own perceptions of the exaggeration jokingly 
associated with their sport, so it is often accepted with the proverbial 
grain of salt.  Its probably OK for selling magazines and promoting Sat-
urday morning TV shows.  A little bit of flimflam is probably harmless 
for such casual entertainment decisions, but when it comes to making 
decisions about trips costing thou-
sands of dollars, we believe that 
it’s a far more appropriate service 
to our clients for us to tell it like it 
is.  So, we are pleased to  provide 
this condensed, unexaggerated 
guide to where we fish for peacock 
bass, when and why. 
     The giant peacock bass, 
Cichla temensis, is the largest spe-
cies of the genus Cichla and is the 
most importance sportfish in low-
lands Amazonia.  Its natural range 
consists primarily of pulsative 
lowland rivers with extremely 
variable seasonal water levels and 
often widely spaced fish popula-
tions.  These giants are found in 
Brazil, Venezuela and Columbia 
from the Rio Negro and Rio Ori-
noco drainages as well as blackwa-
ter tributaries of the Rio Madeira 
and Branco along with a few efflu-
ents of the Rio Solimoes and Ama-
zonas.  Unlike several other, 
smaller species that have been 
transplanted elsewhere, C. temen-
sis has proven resistant to human manipulation.  Efforts to introduce 
these huge predators into other regions have mostly failed, probably 
because of a great sensitivity to cold or variable temperatures.  As a 
result, and in spite of its relatively widespread range, sportfishermen 
tend to concentrate their efforts in certain regions and specifically in 
certain rivers within those regions.  Here’s a look at where and when. 
     Some limitations are quickly evident.  A combination of political 
and safety issues have currently made both Columbia and Venezuela 
less attractive destinations, so anglers focus most heavily on safe and 
friendly Brazil.  Within the Brazilian Amazon basin, three types of pea-
cock bass fisheries provide attractive and productive angling opportuni-
ties and each of them has its own characteristics and variables.  In every 
case, performance is determined by the single most important factor in 
successful peacock bass fishing, water level.  The variables are com-
plex, but we can get a good idea of each region’s differences by consid-
ering the main characteristics of the fisheries. 
 
Rio Madeira Basin:  The Madeira, like the Solimoes and the Rio 
Branco carries suspended particulate matter and is not itself a fruitful 
peacock fishery, but many of its lower tributaries, such as the Igapo 
Acu, Matupiri and Marmelos provide perfect peacock habitat.  These 
rivers range from relatively clear to lightly stained blackwater and are 
equally excellent for fly and conventional anglers.  They typically pro-
duce large numbers of peacock bass, with a high concentration toward 
the smaller sizes while still offering access to big hulking 20-pounders 
that lurk here.  This is the place to go if your goal is lots of action with a 
variety of fishing styles.  Under good conditions, these waters will pro-

duce 15 to 50 fish per angler per day, yet still provide trophies into 
the 20 pound class.  We usually concentrate on this region in Sep-
tember and October, when water levels are generally perfect.  The 
Rio Madeira basin represents a great balance between quantity and 
size and is a great place to start a serious peacock bass habit. 
 
Rio Negro Basin:  The most famous of all trophy peacock fisheries 

and the heart of the species’ 
territory, this huge basin con-
tains the world’s largest pea-
cock bass.  With at least a 
dozen productive blackwater 
rivers, such as the Unini, the 
Urubaxi and the Caures, we 
normally fish this area from 
late October until the end of 
February.  The deeply tannin-
stained waters are unique in 
their austere characteristics, 
containing less biomass but 
often more biodiversity than 
clearer waters.  Quantity tends 
to be lower here, with anglers 
typically landing 10 to 20 fish 
per day, but size is the key.  
Often several of those daily 
fish may be in the teens with 
fish in the low to mid-20 lb. 
class common.  If a shot at a 
world record is your goal, 
then this is your fishery. 
 
Rio Branco Basin:  Fishing 
in this region generally begins 

in late November and can continue right into March.  Like the Ma-
deira, the Rio Branco itself is not a peacock sportfishery.  However, 
its clear water tributaries, such as the Tapera and Xeriuini produce 
greater numbers of peacock bass than anywhere else in the Amazon 
basin.   Although peacocks over 20 lbs. are not common here, the 
area is known for a high proportion of midsize fish and with more 
than enough fish in the high teens to satisfy any fisherman.  Anglers 
here can land as many as 20 to 100 fish per day!  The pristine wa-
ters in these tributaries drain through the vast biofilter of northern 
savannah lands.  The resultant clear black waters lend themselves to 
sight fishing and are highly productive for both fly and conventional 
anglers.  When you add in the exceptional beauty of this region, 
with its small waters, white sand beaches and looming forests, you 
have the makings of the most idyllic peacock adventure of all. 
 
The key to successfully fishing these regions is to be in the right 
place at the right time.  Peacock fishing is simply at its best in drop-
ping water conditions.  Everything we do is geared to enabling us to 
effectively access peacock bass waters as they drop.  Thankfully, 
the Amazon has a reasonably consistent seasonal progression of 
water levels that allows us to predict fairly well, where we’ll be 
fishing and when.  But, even though we can make complicated 
schedules, Nature still has the power to trump any human plans.  So 
we stay mobile.  Why?  In the face of falling and rising waters, bu-
reaucratic unpredictability and the demands of a mighty, untamed 
river system, our best strategy will always be to stay flexible and be 
prepared to move even faster than the changing waters. 

Rio Negro 
Basin 

Rio 
Branco 
Basin 

     Rio 
  Madeira 
 Basin 



 Our guide, Pelado, 
makes an in-water 

save.  

 Mike Cooke 
Toronto, ON 

Canada  

 Steve Townson, 
Algarve, Portugal  

 A Fisherman’s Centerfold - Fall Trophies 

 Jim Butters, 
Califon, NJ  

 Jerry Bennet, 
Springfield, MO 
24 and 1/2 lbs! 

Matt 
Placzek, 
Spring-

field, 
MO  

25 lbs! 

 David Dorans, 
Charlotte, NC  Jim Bennett. 

Magnolia, DE 
and Bill Moore,  

Dover, DE 
23 lbs! 

 Gary Walker, 
Springfield, MO 

23 lbs! 

 Danny 
Clemons, 
Yantis, 

TX 
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 Don 
Mitzel, 

Columbia, 
MO 

24 lbs! 



     The Blackwater Explorer -  Thanks to Todd Feldman for his photos of activities 
and facilities aboard our beautiful new boat. 

 Bruce Manalio, 
Paramus, NJ 

 Bill  
Southworth, 
Springfield, 

MO  

 Our guide, 
Branco, with the 

fruits of his  
Amazon labors.  

 Spacious and relaxed  
dining area 

 Breezy  open-
air lounge 

 Private 
bathrooms 

with great hot 
showers 

 Roomy 
cabins 
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Amazon Tidbits - News from the RIVER 
 

Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon, is 
the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it.  This col-
umn will appear from time to time in an effort to report ac-
tual news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction. 
 

     Unini River Update - Amid a flurry of rumor, innuendo and bu-
reaucratic histrionics, an early season peacock bass tournament 
scheduled on the Rio Unini was cancelled and the river was tempo-
rarily closed to sportfishing by government agencies.  A newly estab-
lished Brazilian Federal Reserve (RESEX) had been established, 
rendering all previous permits and agreements invalid.  Like a row of  
dominos, the resulting fallout has impacted fishing operations and 
anglers throughout the Rio Negro basin. 
     After an array of meetings, legal motions and petitions, the river 
was temporarily reopened to sportfishing, however in a very limited 
region.  Although the Blackwater Explorer received clearance to en-
ter and operate, the available space had been dramatically reduced.  
Three sportfishing operations that had previously divided up a major 
portion of the river, were now crammed into a region smaller than  
previously used by one operation alone.  As a result, we elected to 
temporarily delay our move to the Unini rather than trap our yacht in 
what could rapidly become a banned or overfished area.  We are cur-
rently fishing the Rio Urubaxi, a river noted for giant peacocks that is 
living up to its reputation superbly so far (see centerfold photos ). 
     As of this writing, we await the results of meetings scheduled for 
early November and we’re watching the severity of the “repiquete”, a 
November rain that could cause rising waters on the Unini.  Depend-
ing on how much of the river is reopened, we will then decide 
whether to return to our planned area of operation in the central Unini 
or continue to avail ourselves of the Explorer’s mobility and fish the 
best performing rivers and regions, depending on water level.  In any 
case, we will base our plans and logistical decisions on the best inter-
ests of our fishing clients and our commitment to deliver the best 
fishing trips possible (see article page 3).  We’ll keep you posted. 
 
     Igapo Acu Update - In the fall of 2006, negotiations with a non-
governmental organization involved with Indian affairs in the Rio 
Madeira basin became irresolvable prior to the beginning of the fall 
fishing season.  It appeared that we were headed for a settlement with 
the NGO in time for the fall 2007 season when Mother Nature inter-
vened.  Rapidly dropping water levels in the Madeira basin motivated 

us to move our yacht north earlier than normal this year, making a 
resolution unnecessary for this season.  For next year, the NGO has 
been assigned a different charter, leaving the local residents free to 
reenter the longstanding agreement previously in place for the re-
gion.  So, we expect to return to the Igapo Acu next fall with even 
better results than usual, considering the region has not been fished 
since 2005.  Join us in 2008, when the Blackwater Explorer is sched-
uled to roam this region until late October.  Spaces are now available 
(see schedule page 7 and “Early-Bird Special” offer below). 
 
      New Peacock Bass Research Trip - A new sportfishing research 
project has been proposed in Brazil to measure the socio-economic 
and ecological impact of sportfishing for peacock bass.  The project 
is now in the application process and, subject to approval, is planned 
to begin operating in late November of 2008.  The project will offer a 
group of selected volunteers the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
assist scientists in catching, tagging and releasing peacock bass on a 
protected and heretofore unfished river. 
     Volunteer anglers will be able to join the project via a tax-free 
charitable donation to the International Game Fish Association 
(IGFA), the funding organization for this critically important project.  
All volunteers will be trained in the project’s protocols.  The fishing 
is expected to be fantastic and anglers will enjoy the chance to be an 
important part of a study that may help protect the peacock bass for 
future generations.  Interested anglers should contact Paul Reiss at 
908 832-2987.   Places will be limited to the first 24 applicants. 
 
 

       Bruce Comrie and his “Amazon Peacock Adventures” agency 
have joined forces with Acute Angling and are now focused exclu-
sively on marketing Acute Angling trip packages. Bruce has over 10 
years fishing experience in the Amazon basin and has excellent 
knowledge of all the fisheries.  His association with Acute Angling is 
expected to be a great benefit for both companies, as well as for the 
customers participating in Bruce’s trips.  “This is a great opportunity 
for myself and my company to be associated with the premier opera-
tor for peacock bass fishing in the Amazon basin” said Bruce after a 
recent trip on the Black Water Explorer.  Acute Angling will con-
tinue to handle all the trip logistics for groups booked through Ama-
zon Peacock Adventures.   Bruce’s web site is currently being up-
dated to reflect this new business association.  Bruce can be con-
tacted directly through his web site or at brcomrie@hotmail.com . 

     Not only is the new Blackwater Explorer a superb fishing tool,  
but it provides more comfort, space and luxury for our peacock bass 
anglers than any highly mobile access mechanism we’ve ever used 
before.  In fact, it's a flat out beautiful boat.  We want our clientele to 
enjoy the new boat and we want the boat to fulfill its purpose, bring-
ing people to the best peacock bass fisheries in the world in comfort 
and security.  So to that end, we are pleased to offer a special 
“Early-Bird” discount package to all Acute Angling clients booking 
one of our fall 2008 double-occupancy trips on the Blackwater Ex-
plorer before Dec. 31, 2007. 
     Book now for next fall’s first four groups and receive certificates 
for a $150 trip credit and a $150 tackle credit, providing a total $300 
discount toward your trip.  We’ve all been witnessing the dollar’s 
freefall drop against various foreign currencies over the past several 

years.  The changes have caused unrelenting price increases in 
international travel, across the board.  With this offer, you can by-
pass the increase and fish next year with a discount that effectively 
reduces next year’s price of $3550 to last year’s price of $3250. 
     Deposits must be in place before Dec. 31, 2007 to be eligible.  
Trip credit certificates can be used as cash for the final payment of 
your trip.  Tackle credits can be used as cash at www.Tackle-
Box.net or directly on the Blackwater Explorer’s new, on-board 
tackle shop.  This discount cannot be combined with other offers 
and if used, supersedes all other discounts. 
     Acute Angling’s fall yacht trips have always been the best value 
in the Amazon.  Now, with the best new boat in the basin, with our 
commitment to fishing performance and, for a limited time, with a 
discount available at last year’s prices, they’re an even better value. 

Early-Bird Discounts -  Blackwater Explorer 

The best value in the Amazon gets even better - Fish ‘2008 at ‘2007 prices 
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Join us on the fishing trip of a lifetime!    Toll-free, Paul Reiss - (866) 832-2987     Garry Reiss - (866) 431-1668         
9 Powelson Dr.  - Hillsborough, NJ 08844   FAX (908) 832-2989      Website: www.AcuteAngling.com - E-mail: Webmaster@AcuteAngling.com  

For international calls, or from within New Jersey, USA - call 908 832-2987 or 908 431-1668 

 MULTI-SPECIES VARIETY TRIPS - Winter 2008 -  Jatapo River Camping 

   2007-2008  Remaining Available Openings          Note - Available 
spaces shown as 

of 11/1/07 

 Upper Jatapo Adventure - Basic camping - Amazing Variety Fishery A unique exotic trip in a gigantic, pristine Indian reservation.  Hard-
core campers only.  Comfortable but basic accommodations; Sleep in 
tents; Eat fish; Bathe in the river. Remarkable species variety.  Pea-
cock bass, payara, giant catfish, trairao, bicuda, pescada and more.  

28 Jan. 30 2008 Feb. 7 6 full days Wellington R. Jatapo $3850 - 5 openings 
E Feb. 27, 2008 Mar. 7 6 full days Wellington R. Jatapo $3850 - open - 

The Blackwater Explorer -   Rio Madeira Basin -   Best Value in the Amazon 
  “Early-Bird Special” pricing available until Dec. 31, 2007  - Receive a discount value of $300 - see Pg. 6  

 Depart Return Fishing Host Target River Price Availability Description 

Blackwater Explorer Yacht  - Comfort and Mobility - Rio Madeira Tributaries Our most popular trip and a perfect introduction to peacock fishing.  
Explore Amazonia on the new Blackwater Explorer.  The yacht has 
large air-conditioned staterooms and private baths.  Our mobility and 
shallow draft allow us to access waters with the best conditions at 
any given time. Excellent daily catches (15 - 50/day) with trophies in 
the teens common and monsters over 20 pounds lurking.  Fish all day 
and return to fine food and drink and the secure comfort of the yacht.  

2 Sept. 24, 2008  Oct. 3 6 full days  Paul Reiss Igapo Acu $3550 - open - 

3 Oct.    1, 2008  Oct. 10 6 full days  Paul Reiss Igapo Acu $3550 - Full - 
4 Oct.    8, 2008 Oct. 17 6 full days  Paul Reiss Igapo Acu $3550 - openings - 
5 Oct.  15, 2008 Oct. 24 6 full days  Paul Reiss Igapo Acu $3550 - open - 

Exploratory Safari Camp -  -  Rio Papagaio - Moveable floating bungalows  

Description 
Our goal is to access never-before-fished rivers, far from the reach of 
the growing crowd of novice peacock bass operations.  Live in com-
fortable, movable floating bungalows with daily access to new water.  
These tannin-stained fisheries typically favor surface action and explo-
sive topwater strikes.  Anything is possible on these trips.  In the past 
we’ve had wildly variable daily catch averages (5 - 50/day) and an 
extraordinary number of giant fish well over 20 pounds.   

10 Nov. 23, 2007 Dec. 2 6 full days Paul Reiss Rio Negro $3850 - 2 openings 

11 Nov. 30,  2007 Dec. 9 6 full days Paul Reiss Rio Negro $3850 - 2 openings 

12 Dec. 7,   2007 Dec. 16 6 full days Paul Reiss Rio Negro $3850 - 2 openings 

# Depart Return Fishing Host Location Price Availability 

 Exploratory Safari Trip   -   New Waters   -             Floating Bungalow Camp 

 Blackwater Explorer -      Rio Negro Basin -    Giant Peacocks - Giant Catfish 
# Depart Return Fishing Host Target River Price Availability Description 

 Blackwater Explorer Yacht  - Comfort and Mobility - Rio Negro Tributaries Our new yacht has the shallow draft necessary to get into the sandy 
bottomed Rio Negro tributaries and navigate well up into the head-
waters.  We will pick our spots based on water levels and pursue the 
giants found in this region.  Good daily catches (10 - 20/day) with 
trophies in the high teens common and monsters over 25 lbs lurking 
in these waters.  We have twice caught 26 pound behemoths in this 
region. True world record possibility in a limited access fishery.  

A Dec.  28, 2007  Jan.  6 6 full days  Barbra Silva Rio Unini $3850 - 4 openings 

B Jan.   10, 2008 Jan.  19 6 full days  Barbra Silva Rio Unini $3850 - 1 opening 

C Feb.  21, 2008 Mar. 1 6 full days  Barbra Silva Rio Unini $3850 - 2 openings 
D Feb.  28,  2008 Mar. 23 6 full days  Barbra Silva Rio Unini $3850 - 4 openings 

Upper Rio Tapera  -  Clear Blackwater Fishery  -  Floating Bungalow Camp 
18 Jan. 31, 2008  Feb.  9 6 full days  Paul Reiss Roraima $3850 - 2 openings Live in comfortable floating bungalows on white sand beaches sur-

rounded by "Jurassic Park" jungle and clear black water .  Great for 
fly fishermen and plug casters alike.  Fantastic daily catch averages 
(25 - 70/day) with fish up to 22 pounds.  19 Feb. 7, 2008  Feb. 16 6 full days  Paul Reiss Roraima $3850 - Full - 

Golden Dorado - Corrientes, Argentina - Fly or conventional - Salminus brasiliensis One week only, limited to seven anglers, this trip will have access to 
two great locations in Argentina’s famed Corrientes province. We’ll 
access dorado at the post-spawn (hungriest!!) part of their migration.  33 6 full days Paul Reiss Corrientes $3950 - 1 opening Apr. 8 - April 16, 2008 

 Zambezi River  - Luxury Houseboat  -  The Amazing African Tigerfish Pursue the legendary tigerfish with the comfort of luxury houseboat 
accommodations.  Our June trip will pursue  tigers with artificials and 
flies, as the flood recedes.  In December we’ll cast or drift baits and 
enjoy the mayhem that develops as schooling tigers find them. 

35 June 27, 2008 July 7 6 full days T. Feldman R. Zambezi $3950 - 4 openings 
36 Dec. 27, 2008 Jan. 5 6 full days T. Feldman R. Zambezi $3950 - 4 openings 

 TIGERFISH IN AFRICA   - July & Dec. 2008 -    “Nguni” Luxury Houseboat 
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 Blackwater Explorer  -   Rio Negro Basin    -   Giant Peacocks - Giant Catfish 
# Depart Return Fishing Host Target River Price Availability Description 

Blackwater Explorer Yacht  - Comfort and Mobility - Rio Negro Tributaries Our new yacht has the shallow draft necessary to get into the sandy 
bottomed Rio Negro tributaries and navigate well up into the head-
waters.  We will pick our spots based on water levels and pursue the 
giants found in this region.  Good daily catches (10 - 20/day) with 
trophies in the high teens common and monsters over 25 lbs lurking 
in these waters.  We have twice caught 26 pound behemoths in this 
region. True world record possibility in a limited access fishery.  

A Oct.  24, 2008  Nov. 2 6 full days  Barbra Silva Rio Unini $4250 - open - 

B Oct.  31, 2008 Nov. 9 6 full days  Barbra Silva Rio Unini $4250 - open - 

C Nov.   7, 2008 Nov. 16 6 full days  Barbra Silva Rio Unini $4250 - openings - 
D Nov.  14, 2008 Nov. 23 6 full days  Barbra Silva Rio Unini $4250 - Full - 

   2008-2009 -  Blackwater Explorer Schedule  
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