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� Mobile Friendly Website - With 
the advent of a profusion of different 
mobile devices, we’ve updated our 
website and made it mobile friendly.  
New programming technology allows 
our site to adjust to the size and posi-
tions of any screen, making it accessible 
anywhere. . If you haven’t visited in a 
while, check it out.  There’s new mate-

rial and new articles to enjoy as well. 
 

� Seminars Available - From April 
through August, Paul Reiss, PhD., pro-
vides entertaining and educational 
Amazon fishing seminars to fishing and 
safari clubs around the country.  Call us 
to see if your group qualifies to host 

the “Fierce Fishes of the Amazon”  

         Acute Angling's 
 

Amazon Fishing News 
 

Acute Angling’s Quarterly Fishing Newsletter 
         Spring, 2016 

Our 2015/16 Season wrestled with El Niño, yet Delivered Excellent Fishing Results!  

The Amazon’s most polished and productive fishing operation 
started it’s season with stunning numbers in the Igapo Aҫu and 
then continued to outperform in the Rio Negro basin. In spite of 
the navigational challenges of El Niño’s low waters, we contin-
ued to deliver angler satisfaction beyond expectations! (page. 4) 

Rio Travessao Lodge - Incredible Variety - As our new air-
conditioned lodge rose out of the primeval jungle, El Niño low-
ered water levels in the Rio Travessao below any we’ve ever 
seen! Navigation became all but impossible, but our masterful 
Indian guides and technical fishing knowledge ensured that we 
got results far better than could have been predicted. (page. 2) 

…. Fall Notes .... 
former safari camp, the new facility makes our 
Amazing Amazon Variety Species trip accessible 
to everyone. Private bathrooms, en-suite walk-in 
showers, individual air-conditioners and comforta-
ble beds makes “roughing it” a thing of the past!  
Your job here is to eat, drink, sleep, fish and enjoy. 
     While the accommodations have changed 
dramatically, the fishing  remains as pristine and 
exciting as it has ever been. Furthermore, our eight 
years of experience here have polished our under-
standing of the fishery and have improved our re-
sults inexorably, year after year.  Our knowledgea-
ble staff and expert Indian guides ensure that an-
glers experience a fishing adventure without equal. 
     Like all Acute Angling tr ips, our  Rio Traves-
sao Lodge Variety Species trip is a true turn-key 
package.  Once you reserve a trip, Acute Angling 

guides all aspects of  your trip 
preparation until your departure.  
And once you arrive in Brazil, 
we’ll take you by the hand and be 
with you until it’s time to return 
home.  You’ll arrive in the fishery 
by floatplane.  All food, drink, 
open bar, boats, guides, rods and 
reels are provided as part of our 
complete program. 
     Join us here and exper ience 
the true mystery of the Amazon in 
a land that time forgot.  Spaces 
remain available for next season. 
See page 2 and 3 for more on this 
remarkable fishery and its amaz-
ing variety of fierce fishes. 

     The Rio Travessao became the ultimate 
destination for Amazon exotic species ever 
since our first exploratory trip there in 2008.  
In our eight years in this remarkable fishery, 
we have set 9 world records and discovered a 
rich cornucopia of fierce Amazon fishes.  
But, until now, this was not a trip for every-
one.  Its remote and inaccessible location had 
dictated that our facilities there be deliverable 
by floatplane and consequently simple.  So 
we created the most comfortable safari-style 
camp we could and operated with only the 
most adventurous of anglers. We knew this 
format limited our guest demographic. 
     But that has all changed with the com-
pletion of our new, air-conditioned jungle 
lodge. Built on Picapau Island, the site of our 

Check out 
our new vid-
eo about this 
awesome 
fishing trip. 
Click here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtKFDgoB7qs
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     The sport of fishing is like an interactive puzzle in many 
ways. Not only must you fit the pieces in place, but sometimes 
there are unseen links of very important information to make it 
even more exciting. Imagine a situation where you meet changing 
conditions that make you sort through everything that you learned 
about fishing and fish during your entire life to solve. Then, when 
you try to apply your experience you find that you have no expla-
nation for what and why it is happening. That's what happened 
this last fishing season on our multi species trip ... The effects of 
“El Niño”  lowered water levels to the point where all of us who 
fished here were left puzzled trying to find successful patterns. 
     For example: On one day, in two hours of fishing in one 
place we caught 15 "trairaõ" (wolfish) up to 24 lbs. and then for 
two days we caught zero. This was not a result of fishing pres-
sure. That would simply reduce the amount of fish, not completely 
make them disappear. Well... What could we assign it to? We  
noticed other puzzling facts such as how large piraíbas were pre-
ferring small surface baits instead of large pieces of cut baits as 
before? The feeding behavior of most species was completely 
different from before, in depths, temperatures and visibility we 
never experienced before ... fine! We dealt with all these facts! 
     Quickly we found that we had success catfishing without 
sinkers where before we fished only with sinkers. In some weeks 
we changed day fishing to night fishing. We learned to catch big  

 

payaras with altogether different artificial lures. "El Niño" gave 
us many challenging puzzles, but we solved them. With all of 
this challenge, we can emphasize the amount of new infor-
mation and experiences we collected. Our knowledge grew so 
that we can share it with future groups. 
      Not only did we and our anglers learn with each other, 
we shared unique moments such as the aerobatic show of 
giant piraíbas leaping out of the water during a night’s fishing 
in a deep pool near our lodge. In spite of the difficulty of navi-
gation, the low water 
level and the help of 
"El Niño", we solved 
the puzzles and had a 
very good season. 
     Next season 
should be even better 
with the completion of 
our new lodge at Pi-
capau island maximiz-
ing your comfort and 
freeing us to move our 
original camp far up 
river for those anglers 
who wish to explore 
the limits for a night or two. Imagine the new puzzles we’ll find 
in these new, untouched areas of our fishery. 

Our cover girl 
this issue, Pat 
Hancock with a 
bulky, toothy 
wolfish 

Check out our new 
video about this awe-
some fishing trip. 
Click here or paste in 
https://youtu.be/
PtKFDgoB7qs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtKFDgoB7qs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PtKFDgoB7qs


This is the variety species capitol of the Amazon! Peacock bass, payara, wolfish, bicuda, pescada, and pacu, along with giant piraiba cats, red-
tails, sorubim, jundira and jau all lurk in these pristine waters.  We couldn’t fit all your photos in this issue.  More to come next issue ….

Bob Meier of
Beaumont, TX 
sampled some 
exotic variety.

Trairao (or 
wolfish);

Hoplias aimara 

Fast-water
peacock bass;
Cichla vazzoleri 

Amazon 
fresh-water

drum;
Plagioscion 

squamosissimus 

Erhard Busse, Burlington,
 ON, Canada.

Payara;
Hydrolycus 

armatus 

The Hancock family scored big with payara!
Earl Hancock,

Ocala, FL

Pat Hancock,
Ocala, FL

Randy Hancock,
Woodstock, GA

Ron Clark,
Beaumont, TX

Gary Weathers (holding the head), Perry, FL

Sorubim
catfish;

Psuedoplatystoma 
fasciatum (Spp). 

Piraiba 
(Goliath)
catfish;

Brachyplatystoma 
filamentosum 

How to take a 
good photo 

(one we can print.)

1. Don’t cover
your face.

2. You hold the
fish, not guide.
3. Keep the sun
to the photogra- 

 pher’s back.
4. Hold the fish
in front of you.
5. Bring the
camera close.
6. Smile!

Gord Kinzie, Cambridge, ON CanadaColin Belton,
Sevenoaks,
England, 
UK



The Rio Negro basin and its tributaries are a giant fish region, home of the world’s biggest peacock bass!   If you dream of a 20 pounder, 
then this is your destination!  And ... the numbers are pretty darn good here too!  On any given week, our results easily outstrip the other 
operations in the region. We have the knowledge and experience to know where to go and the mobility and unique access to shallow tribu-
taries to get you there.  Here too, we couldn’t fit all your photos in this issue (but notice how the ladies rule?).  More to come next issue ….

Bill Mitchell, 
Bandera, TX

Cheryl Stonecipher, 
Fresno, CA

David Goldstein 
of Raleigh, NC

Brad Thompson, 
Raleigh, NC

IncognitoUnmasked

William 
Harlow, 
Whately, 
MA

Theresa Veum, 
Aguilares, TX

Tina Martel, 
Whately, MA

Joe Goldstein, 
Raleigh, NC

Johannes 
Botha, 
Sherwood 
Park, AB 
Canada

Thea
Botha, 
Sherwood 
Park, AB 
Canada

Eric
Rottier, 
Excelsior, 
MN 

Louis Molinini, 
Oakton, VA

Sheila 
Lewis, 
Kearney, 
NE

Pat 
Patterson 
Consho- 
hocken, 
PA 
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Coming soon—the “Blackwater scout” 
Our new, high-tech fishing
tool is under construction. It 
could change the way Ama-
zon fishing is done.
New Technology can allow anglers to create 
“Design-it-yourself Peacock Bass Trips”!  

     Peacock bass fishing is a logistically com-
plex activity.  A trip’s structure is normally lim-
ited by a set of mostly immutable mechanical 
factors.  That means that anglers must accommo-
date themselves to pre-determined schedules.  So 
far this has limited them to fishing either in deep-channel naviga-
ble waters or with limited mobility camps. They fish where opera-
tions can access productive waters and they are usually tied to a 
central base of operations.  The high-speed, shallow-draft 
“Blackwater Scout” has the capability to change all of this. 

     The “Scout’s” high-tech hull will enable it to navigate in 24 inch-
es of water! When speed is needed, an onboard davit system will enable 
fishing boats to be loaded on the deck, not towed behind.   It’s powerful 
diesel motor, and hydrodynamic configuration, will allow it to run at up 
to 35 mph!  Coupled with it’s small footprint, limited group size and 
floatplane access, this flexibility will allow anglers to design their own 
trip.  Set dates and trip duration according to your preference.  Select the 
river or fishery you want (or let us select what’s best at the moment).  
The “Scout” can get there, and fast.  Never be trapped by sudden chang-
es in conditions.  We can change fisheries overnight!  
     Go ahead, design your own trip ... Tell us the number  of days you 
want to fish, where you want to go and how many (up to 8) anglers in 
your exclusive group. We’ll price it accordingly, fly you there by float-
plane and host you in superb comfort.  We can put you into even the 
most navigationally inaccessible regions using this new, specially de-
signed vehicle. Send us an email or give us a call to start designing your 
trip.  We’ll be ready to fish next season. 

Blackwater Scout 

The “Scout’s” Final configuration will include luxury cab-
ins for 8 anglers and a davit system to load boats on deck.

Current construction status of  the 
“Blackwater Scout”. The projected 
final version is shown below. 

Fish for “Pinima” Peacock Bass, Giant Sardines and more ...
     Our unique Amazon exploratory trips are well 
known. Although they are often our most exciting 
trips, they can also be our most logistically and phys-
ically challenging trips … and usually our most ex-
pensive as well. As a result they’re generally limited 
to a select few anglers who are able to overcome 
those combined hurdles. But last fall we found an exception. After 
a sudden invitation and a fast and successful preliminary explora-
tion, we’ve discovered an exciting new multi-species fishery, al-
most by accident. And it’s comfortable and economical! 
     Come next September, we’ll be back here with our full, float-
ing bungalow camp operation. Unlike most explorations, there 
will be no physical challenges or discomfort. Our camp is com-
plete with all the resources you need for a comfortable and suc-
cessful Amazon experience. We hope to find some additional 
pleasant surprises, too. On our first visit, we only fished a small 

part of the available waters and so only encountered sever-
al of the species said to be found here. Besides the pea-
cocks, apapá and Amazon cats we caught, this fishery is 
said to hold tambaqui, matrinchão, jau, filhote and dourada 
(catfish). Any of these we encounter will simply be anoth-
er plus to an  already rich fishery.  We want to learn more, 

so we’ve priced this exploration at an unbelievable $3250 per angler, 
unequivocally the best deal in the Amazon! Every last bit as comforta-
ble and exciting as our regular bungalow trips, this trip is less expen-
sive due to the reduced logistical and operational costs inherent in its 
structure and location. Amazon adventure and excitement on a budget! 
We expect good daily catch averages (from 10 - 20 peacocks a day) 
along with excellent apapá opportunities, big Amazon cats and more.  

     Four groups only this coming September  2016 - Comfortable, 
roomy cabins, float-plane access. Space limited to 8 anglers / week. 

Comfort and accessibility is where our floating bungalow camp 
shines - and floatplanes make getting there easy. 

 Only 4 
Weeks 

Planned

Apapá,
 the giant 
Amazon

 Sardine is a 
formidable 
gamefish.
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Amaz0n Tidbits - News from the RIVER 
Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon, 
is the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it.  This 
column will appear from time to time in an effort to report 
actual news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction. 

 

Christmas Holiday trip dates  - As of this season, our sched-
ule has allowed us to open up dates corresponding to school 
Christmas vacations on both our Blackwater Explorer yacht and 
our Rio Travessao Lodge trips.  What a great opportunity to 
give a special son, daughter or grandchild a gift that lasts a life-
time ... and  you get to come along too!  Share an incredible 
fishing trip and Amazon experience!  Call now for details.  
 
Group Programs - Want to close our yacht, bungalows or 
lodge for your group exclusively. It’s easier than you think!  
We have group programs for each of our trips that let you set 
aside a date and test the waters with your group before you fi-
nalize a trip. You can have all your fishing buddies along and 
no outsiders (so you can behave just like on that trip to Canada, 
sheesh!). Or make it just the family (your mother-in-law would 
love it). Group programs include significant discounts.  

2016 / 2017 Dates going fast! - Looking to fish next season? With a 
weakening El Nino, it should be a great one. Water levels and fishing 
results should be optimal. If you want to get in on the fun, now is the 
time to reserve your space. Here’s what’s available for next season; 

 

 

We mourn the loss of the Blackwater Explorer’s team Captain 
Eulogy by Norberto Guedes - partner (BWE director)  

 

The Guedes' family and the entire Blackwater Explorer 
staff mourns the sudden, heartbreaking loss of our team 
captain, colleague and friend, Reginaldo Magalhães 

dos Santos.  I 
knew Re-
ginaldo his 
entire life.  
Sixteen years 
my junior, I 
watched him 
grow up. I 
knew that Re-
ginaldo had a 
unique combi-
nation of good 
qualities.  He 
was a nice, 
happy, calm, 
good-hearted, 
hard working, 

honest, responsible and helpful person. As soon as he 
was ready to seek employment, I offered him his first 
job and he never left our employ. He had so many skills, 
such as navigator, mechanic, electrician, carpenter... he 
quickly became a very important part of our team. But 
not only was he an excellent employee, he became a 
very dear friend. His passing was a  terrible loss for his 
family, his colleagues and his friends. We all miss him,  
and we all lost a friend, a part of our family.  We can 
only find comfort that our friend is now happy to face the 
Lord. Our prayers go with him and with all the fami-
ly. Rest in peace our dear friend, Reginaldo!  

 

Memorial Education Fund ….. By Paul Reiss - President 
 

Reginaldo  Magalhães, a single parent, lost his life in a boa�ng collision 

before dawn on Friday, February 19th 2016 on the Rio Negro, near Bar-

celos, Amazonas, Brazil.  Eight year old Rayane Magalhães was le( an or-

phan on that day.  We, his friends and colleagues, mourn his loss and vow 

that we will not let Rayane disap-

pear into oblivion with the loss 

of her beloved father.  We have 

already pooled our resources to 

arrange for her ongoing support 

with her grandmother, but we 

want more for her, We want to 

give her the future that Re-

ginaldo was working for - we 

want her to be able to get a real 

educa�on that will ensure her 

future as an adult. 

     Rayane's beloved father and 

our grieved-for friend would be 

honored, as are we by the out-

pouring of support and care that all who knew him have been providing.    

     Many of our fishing clients and friends of Acute Angling have asked 

how they can help in this sorrowful �me, and this is how: Help us help 

Rayane go to college.  We have set up a crowd funding website with the 

goal of raising enough money to set up a college fund for Reginaldo's or-

phaned daughter.  Please help however you can by dona�ng and sharing. 

Acute Angling, the Reiss family, the Guedes family and the en�re Blackwa-

ter Explorer staff thank you for helping us preserve Reginaldo's memory 

by inves�ng in Rayane's future.  Click here to contribute  or cut and paste 

h�ps://www.crowdrise.com/ensure-a-future-for-rayane-magalhaes  

       Blackwater Explorer available dates; 
AN6 Nov. 18, 2016 Nov. 25 $4250 - 5 openings - 
AN8 Dec. 2, 2016  Dec. 9 $4250 - 2 openings - 
AN9 Dec. 9, 2016  Dec. 16 $4250 - 10 openings - 
AN10 Dec. 16, 2016 Dec. 23 $4250 - open - 
AN11 Dec. 23, 2016 Dec. 30 $4250 - 7 openings - 
    Floating Bungalow camp available dates; 
AF3 Oct. 31, 2016 Nov. 7 $4950 - 3 openings - 
    Economy Exploratory available dates; 
AE2 Sept. 11th, 2016 Sept. 18 $3250 - 3 openings - 
AE3 Sept. 18th, 2016 Sept. 25 $3250 - 6 openings - 
AE4 Sept. 25th, 2016 Oct. 2 $3250 - 4 openings - 
    Rio Travessao Variety Species Lodge 
AT3 Nov. 16th, 2016 Nov 23 $5250 - 4 openings - 
AT4 Nov. 23rd, 2016 Nov 30 $5250 - 2 openings - 
AT8 Dec. 21st, 2016 Dec. 28 $5250 - open - 
AT15 Feb. 8th, 2017 Feb. 15 $5250 - 4 openings - 
AT16 Feb. 15th, 2017 Feb. 22 $5250 - 4 openings - 

Don’t worry - if none of these dates works just right for you, our 
calendar for 2017 / 2018 has plenty of choices left.  See next page.  
Or call us - Find out about our  new operations and secure space 
early.  There are exciting new options coming up for next season. 

https://www.crowdrise.com/ensure-a-future-for-rayane-magalhaes
https://www.crowdrise.com/ensure-a-future-for-rayane-magalhaes
https://www.crowdrise.com/ensure-a-future-for-rayane-magalhaes
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Brazilian  Amaz0n 

# Departs Manaus Returns Price Availability

 2016 Fall 2016 / Winter 2017 Season - Variety Trip Schedule
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AT2 Nov. 9th, 2016 Nov 16 $5250 - Full -

AT3 Nov. 16th, 2016 Nov 23 $5250 - 4 openings - 

AT4 Nov. 23rd, 2016 Nov 30 $5250 - 2 openings - 

AT8 Dec. 21st, 2016 Dec. 28 $5250 - open - 

AT15 Feb. 8th, 2017 Feb. 15 $5250 - 4 openings - 

AT16 Feb. 15th, 2017 Feb. 22 $5250 - 4 openings - 

2017 Fall 2017 / Winter 2018 Season - Variety Trip Schedule

BT2 Nov. 9th, 2017 Nov 16 $5250 - 6 openings -
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BT3 Nov. 16th, 2017 Nov. 23 $5250 - open -

BT7 Dec. 14th, 2017 Dec. 21 $5250 - open -

BT9 Dec. 28th, 2017 Jan. 4, 2018 $5250 - open -

BT12 Jan. 18th, 2018 Jan. 25 $5250 - 4 openings -

BT13 Jan. 25th, 2018 Feb. 1 $5250 - 6 openings -

BT14 Feb. 1st, 2018 Feb. 8 $5250 - open -

BT4 Nov. 23rd, 2017 Nov 30 $5250 - 6 openings -

$4250 - Double Occupancy 
$4750 - Single Occupancy 

Join us on the fishing trip of a lifetime! Toll-free  -   Paul Reiss - (866) 832-2987     Garry Reiss - (866) 431-1668

Leaves Manaus Returns Price Availability

2016  Remaining Fall 2016 Availability 

AF3 Oct. 31, 2016 Nov. 7 $4950 - 3 openings - 

AF4 Nov. 7, 2016 Nov. 14 $4950 - open - 

AF5 Nov. 14, 2016 Nov. 21 $4950 - 7 openings - 

AF6 Nov. 21, 2016 Nov. 28 $4950 Thanksgiving
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Blackwater Explorer - peacock bass trips 

 2016 -   2018  schedule & Availability 

# Leaves Manaus Returns Price Availability

Remaining Available Spaces for this Upcoming Season 
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2016 Fall 2016 Season - Igapo Aҫu Reserve - Available Spaces

AI6 Oct. 3, 2016 Oct. 10 $5250 - Full -

2016 Fall 2016 Season - Rio Negro Basin -  Available Spaces

AN6 Nov. 18, 2016 Nov. 25 $4250 - 5 openings - 

AN8 Dec. 2, 2016 Dec. 9 $4250 - 2 openings - 

AN9 Dec. 9, 2016 Dec. 16 $4250 - 10 openings - 

AN10 Dec. 16, 2016 Dec. 23 $4250 - open -

AN11 Dec. 23, 2016 Dec. 30 $4250 - 7 openings - 

 2017 Winter 2017 Season - Rio Negro Basin - Available Spaces 

AN12 Dec. 30, 2016 Jan. 7, 2017 $4250 - Full - 

Remaining Available Spaces for the Following (2017/18) Season 

2017 Fall 2017 Season - Igapo Aҫu Reserve - Available Spaces  

BI1 Aug. 28, 2017 Sept. 4 $5250 - open - 
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BI4 Sept. 19, 2017 Sept. 26 $5250 - 3 openings - 

BI6 Oct. 3, 2017 Oct. 10 $5250 - 4 openings - 

2017 Fall 2017 Season - Rio Negro Basin -  Available Spaces

BN1 Oct. 13, 2017 Oct. 20 $4250 - 4 openings - 

BN3 Oct. 27, 2017 Nov. 3 $4250 - 10 openings - 

BN5 Nov. 10, 2017 Nov. 17 $4250 - open - 

BN7 Nov. 24th, 2017 Dec. 1 $4250 - open - 

BN8 Dec. 1, 2017 Dec. 8 $4250 - 12 openings - 

BN9 Dec. 8, 2017 Dec. 15 $4250 - open - 

BN10 Dec. 15, 2017 Dec. 22 $4250 - open - 

BN11 Dec. 22, 2016 Dec. 29 $4250 - 9 openings - 

 2018 Winter 2018 Season - Early Available Spaces

BN12 Dec. 29, 2017 Jan. 5, 2018 $4250 - open - 

BN13 Jan. 5, 2018 Jan. 12 $4250 - 12 openings - 

BN14 Jan. 12, 2018 Jan. 19 $4250 - open - 

BN15 Jan. 19, 2018 Jan. 26 $4250 - open - 

BN16 Jan. 26, 2018 Feb. 2 $4250 - open - 

BN18 Feb. 9, 2018 Feb. 16 $4250 - 9 openings - 

BN19 Feb. 16, 2018 Feb. 23 $4250 - 12 openings - 

BN20 Feb. 23, 2018 Mar. 2 $4250 - open - 

$4250 - Double Occupancy  - $4750 - Private Cabin

Fly-in Floating Bungalows  - september 2016  

 economy exploratory - 

# Departs Manaus Returns Price Availability

AE1 Sept. 4th, 2016 Sept. 11 $3250 - Full -

AE2 Sept. 11th, 2016 Sept. 18 $3250 - 2 openings - 

AE3 Sept. 18th, 2016 Sept. 25 $3250 - 6 openings - 

AE4 Sept. 25th, 2016 Oct. 2 $3250 - 4 openings - 
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Please Note - Peacock bass and exotic Amazon species fishing is controlled by ambient con-
ditions. In order to ensure a quality experience and productive fishing for our clients, pro-
jected river and date combinations are always subject to change due to several factors; 
access to the fishery named, changing weather conditions and optimal water levels.  Alt-
hough the mobility of our operations makes this is a very rare occurrence, if factors prevent 
the use of a planned region or fishery on specified dates, an alternative fishery may be used 
or alternative dates and/or rainchecks may be offered.

  2016—2018 Trip availability 
*Note - Available spaces

are shown as of  3/21/2016

Dates not listed are full. 
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