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 We Make Plans - You spend a 
week in the fabulous Amazon and expe-
rience a polished, productive fishing 
trip.  But it doesn’t happen by magic!  It 
takes lots of planning, decision making, 
logistical effort and pure grunt work.  
We get the process started every off-
season while the rains are still falling.  
This June, our entire 40 person operat-
ing team met in Manaus to plan our 
upcoming fishing trips and implement 
new products, policies and procedures.   
We’re excited about what we have in 

store for you this season! (see page 3.) 

         Acute Angling's 
 

Amazon Fishing News 
 

The Quarterly Exotic Species Newsletter 
         Summer, 2018 

National Oceanic & Atmos-
pheric Admin.)
El Niño–Southern Oscillation)

 

 Current predictions 
call for neutral ENSO conditions through this summer, 
meaning a normal (we love normal) start to the fishing sea-
son. The chance for El Niño increases during fall and winter, 
meaning we can expect the dry conditions we desire to pre-
vail throughout the Amazon fishing season. (see page 7). 

.... Summer Notes ....    Our Floating Bungalow Camp is focused on 
the pursuit of trophy giant peacock bass (Cichla 

temensis).  This intimate jungle experience has 
only a few choice spots remaining in 2018; 

     Our Blackwater Explorer yacht is focused 
on consistent productivity and steady action with 
giant peacock bass (Cichla temensis). Our yacht 
trip provides an elegant and comfortable angling 
experience.  Although there are only a few spots 
remaining, they are all optimal dates in their re-
spective regions and promise excellent fishing. 

     About half of our trips fill up two sea-
son ahead, with another quarter following 
next season. The final quarter fills gradually 
until a rush of bookings just before a season 
begins.  That’s exactly where we are now, so 
here’s a rundown of what’s still available. 
     Our Multi-species trip at Picapau Lodge 
on the Rio Travessao has a great selection of 
dates remaining.  With an amazing array of 
fierce predatory fishes, including fanged 
payara, fast-water peacock bass, huge wolf-
ish and a plethora of giant catfish species up 
to 350 lbs., this is the place to tick off lots of 
bucket list species on a single trip. Surround-
ed by wildlife-rich gallery forest and located 
in a closed indigenous region, this fishery 
provides a broad Amazon experience and is 
far and away the most interesting and adven-
turous of all Amazon fishing destinations.  

# Departs Manaus Returns Availability 

CT1 Nov. 2nd, 2018 Nov. 9 2 openings 

CT2 Nov. 9th, 2018 Nov. 16 1 opening 

CT5 Nov. 30th, 2018 Dec. 7 2 openings 

CT9 Dec. 28th, 2018 Jan. 4 6 openings 

CT12 Jan. 18th, 2019 Jan. 25 1 opening 

CT13 Jan. 25th, 2019 Feb. 1 2 openings 

CT15 Feb. 8th, 2019 Feb. 15 2 openings 

                       

# Leaves Manaus Returns Availability 

CF-3 Oct. 24, 2018 Oct. 31 8 openings 

CF-4 Oct. 31, 2018 Nov. 7 8 openings 

CF-5 Nov. 7, 2018 Nov. 14 1 opening 

  

                 Blackwater Explorer   
                        Amazon peacock bass   

# Departs Manaus Returns Availability 

  

CI3 Sept. 10, 2018 Sept. 17 - 1 opening - 

CI5 Sept. 17, 2018 Sept. 24 - 4 openings - 

CN7 Nov. 22, 2018 Nov. 29 -  2 openings - 

CN9 Dec.  6, 2018 Dec. 13 -  7 openings - 

CN10 Dec.  13, 2018 Dec. 20 -  2 openings - 

Xmas Dec. 20, 2018 Dec. 27 - 6 openings - 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/precip/CWlink/MJO/enso.shtml
http://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/amazon-safari-camp/mission-statement.html
http://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/floating-bungalow-camp/mission-statement.html
https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/blackwater-explorer/mission-statement.html
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     Sure, we pay for the privilege, but there’s more to it than just 
money.  When we fish in an indigenous area, 
we’re working with real people whose lives 
become connected to ours.  It doesn’t take 
much empathy to realize that their health, 
well-being and quality of life is just as im-
portant to them as ours to us.  So it becomes 
incumbent on us to do  whatever we can to 
help the people we’ve partnered with be as 
satisfied with their lives as we are with ours. 
     Our Multi-species trip operates in 
Brazil’s Guyana shield highlands in a region 
with a unique array of varied aquatic habitat.  
This unusual combination is not readily 
found and its environment is sensitive to any 
kind of disruption.  Thus, we’ve built our 
Picapau lodge in the protected Ishkaryana 
Indian lands on the Rio Travessao.  Partner-
ing with the tribe means training young in-
digenous men as guides, working with tribal 
leadership and keeping a positive relation-
ship with every member of the community. 
      To this end we’ve brought in a drilling 
team to bore artesian wells and ensure high 
quality water.  We’ve provided communal 
generators and wired each dwelling. We’ve installed pumps and 
pipes to deliver water to each structure.  We’ve contributed 
shortwave radios for intervillage communication, aluminum boats 
with outboard motors for mobility and we maintain two large diesel 

powered regional boats in a downriver location so that the communi-
ties can bring their crops to market in distant towns. 
     When we resume our seasons each year, we meet with tribal 
leaders and always ask what’s needed, what’s broken, and what 
problems need to be addressed.  At our last meeting, we were sur-

prised to hear “teeth” as the answer!  With a 
bit of discussion we realized that dentures 
were what was needed.  In the communities’ 
remote location, access to dental care is rare 
and dentures are simply not available. 
     One of our Acute Angling team mem-
bers, Brent Moreland, owns a dental pros-
thetic manufacturing company and quickly  
pointed out the importance of what the tribe 
needs.  Brent explained that improved oral 
and dental health offers benefits beyond the 
obvious value of improved appearance and 
the ability to enjoy a wide variety of foods. 
Poor oral health is linked to several chronic 
diseases. Bacterial overgrowth and the in-
flammatory processes responsible for dental 
caries and periodontal disease also may con-
tribute to an increased risk of cardiovascular 
disease and even some cancers. 
     Brent promptly volunteered to bring an 
entire denture production system to the jun-
gle and do the work himself.  During a two 
week span, he’ll measure, build and fit den-
tures for an estimated 45 community mem-

bers.  And of course, those of you who know Brent from our trips 
and fishing shows, know he’ll get in his share of fishing between 
fittings and runs between villages.  We believe the resulting smiles of 
our partners will be due to more than just the number of new teeth.  

Brent 
Moreland, 
Houston, 
TX 

     The Ishkaryana (the red-deer people, in their tribal language) are 
an Indigenous group of just over 1000 persons occupying reserves on 
the upper Nhamunda, Mapuera and Travessão rivers.  With a unique 
history, social structure and language of their own (belonging to the 
South American mainland Carib linguistic family), the Ishkaryana and 
their regional kin tribes likely trace their ancestry back to the Beringi-

an Land Bridge Migration 
that populated the Ameri-
cas nearly 15,000 years 
ago.  Ancient tribal petro-
glyphs, dated to 12,500 
years ago, can still be 
found on upriver banks. 
     Historically pos-
sessing lands ranging all 
the way to the Amazon 
mainstem, the Ishkaryana 
were forced to flee the 
depredations of coloniz-
ers, retreating to the head-
waters of rivers draining 
the Guyana Shield high-

lands.  There, above the waterfalls and rapids characteristic of the 
region, they were protected from conflict with colonials.  It was not 
until the mid-20th century that contact was resumed with Brazilian 
non-Indians, government entities and foreign missionaries.   
      Today, the Ishkaryana have a written language (even a print-
ed Bible).  Nearly all adults are bilingual, learning Portuguese in 
government supported village schools.  Yet they are careful to 
maintain their traditions and ancestral lore.  They are an intelligent, 
resourceful people possessing an 
almost uncanny sensitivity to the 
vast river and forest region that is 
their home.  They are amazing  
hunters and brilliant fish finders. 
     We are privileged to be able 
to share their incredible homeland 
and their expertise as our guides.  
You too can share this unique 
land and experience your own 
personal contact with these ex-
traordinary people.  Join us on 
our Multi-species variety trip on 
the beautiful Rio Travessao. 

1951 2012 

If not for the Yamaha outboard on the 
boat on the right, the missing necklaces 
and the mostly different hairdo’s, these 
photos could be of the same canoe. 

             Our guides 
        were born and  
 raised on this river. 
    They know where 
        to find the fish! 

http://www.acuteangling.com/contact-paul.html
http://www.acuteangling.com/articles-and-news/articles/payara-variety/exploring-the-fringe.html
http://www.acuteangling.com/articles-and-news/articles/payara-variety/exploring-the-fringe.html
http://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/amazon-safari-camp/mission-statement.html
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     Considering that all of these professionals work for Acute 
Angling in Brazil, it might seem strange that many of them never 
see each other in the course of our regular fishing trip operating 
season.  But if you give it a moment’s thought, in view of how 
widely dispersed and remote our operations are, it makes sense.  
It takes a unified effort to bring us all to the same place at the 
same time.  But it’s well worth it, so we make it a yearly event. 
     Sure, we could simply have our managers meet for some of 
the obvious reasons; season planning; logistical preparations; 
purchasing; provider meetings and all of the normal business 
activities that need to be dealt with.  But there’s a far more subtle 
benefit to be gained if we bring our entire team together. 
      We’ve been operating Amazon trips for a long time now and 
we have carefully resolved almost all of the challenges and pol-
ished almost all of the pieces that make up our complex pro-
grams.  But the Amazon is a really complicated place, managing 
groups of travelling anglers makes for complicated programs and 
keeping a team of over 40 people all pulling together is a compli-
cated process.  So there are always new things to consider, new 
problems to address and new improvements to be made.  And 
what better way to do it than by putting all of our heads together 
to find the best solutions and the best way forward. 
      After our anglers return from their trips, each receives a post-
trip questionnaire.  We consider one of our most important busi-
ness functions to be reviewing these documents and the respons-
es our clients give us ... just as important as booking a trip in the 
first place.  This is how we learn and become aware of what 
works well, what doesn’t, and what needs fixing.  Our staff re-
views each questionnaire and looks for questions we can address 
and answers we can use.  Some of our best improvements have 
come from this mechanism, and more importantly, issues that our 
clients are concerned with can be brought to light and corrected. 
      We listen to your comments and suggestions and share them 
with our team as a whole.  Sometimes one of our operations has 
already figured out how to solve a problem that’s affecting an-
other.  Our bungalow staff can help our yacht staff and our lodge 
team can explain a new technique to our bungalow crew.  Some-
times it takes a brainstorming session where everyone tackles a 
question together to find a unique answer that wouldn’t have 
occurred to just a committee of managers.  Better yet, solutions 
such as those are personally owned and valued by team members, 
taken more to heart than if someone simply gave an order.  When 
a non-literate camp worker explains how to handle an inventory 
problem to a college educated manager, or when an indigenous 
fishing guide clarifies a client concern to a multi-lingual host, we 
know we’ve just benefitted in an immeasurable way.  That’s the 

beauty of having everyone communicating together.   
     Over 40 Acute Angling employees and team members arrived 
from their far flung home towns (some traveling as long as two 
days by boat), and then spent two days together this past June.  
They worked, dined and relaxed together at our home-base hotel, 
the Nobilé Suites.  They shared every aspect of our business pro-
cess and returned home better able to work together and under-
standing far better how to help the Acute Angling team achieve 
its goals.   Our team building and problem solving sessions have 
helped us to be better than ever before, every fishing season.  
      No other Amazon operation does this.  It’s expensive, time 
consuming, and frankly not a part of their business model or mar-
keting strategy.  But it’s a key part of ours.  It has enormous val-
ue for our customer’s satisfaction and satisfied customers come 
back.  Repeat clientele is at the core of our business model  
and confident referrals are the meat of our marketing strategy. 
This is just one of the many reasons we’ve gained our reputation 
as the best in the business.  Come fish with us! 

Much of our activity called for working together  as a full group 

While some tasks required 
breaking up into individual 
        operating units. 

Our Black- 
   Water 

    Explorer 
        team 

Our Floating 
   Bungalow 
       team 

Our Multi-species 
Variety Lodge team 

     

Not everyone made it into this group shot, but 
you’ll recognize nearly all of our expert staff here. 

http://www.nobilehoteis.com.br/hoteis/nobile-suites-manaus-airport/


Giant 
 Peacock 

Bass 
Cichla  

temensis 

Shea McIntee 
 
       Los Angeles, CA  
 
 
 

Piraiba 
Goliath  
Catfish 
 
 
Brachyplatystoma  
filamentosum 

Marie Fanelli  
West Sacramento, CA 
 

Phractocephalus 
Hemioliopterus 
Red Tail Catfish 

Felipe 
Martinez  
Dominican 
Republic 
 

Wilson Cox 
Houston, TX 
 
Giant Peacock Bass 

Cichla temensis 

Ray Heredia 
 
Giant Peacock Bass 

Cichla temensis 
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Pictures from our Client’s Photo Galleries 
If you’ve fished with us, you can open your own photo gallery and show off your catches.  
Click here to see all Galleries     Click angler’s names to visit their Gallery     Click here to request a Gallery of your own    

This grouping 
 Selected  by  
Helen Reiss. 

Couples with doubles 
… An Amazon 
 phenomenon  

    He wore himself out  
so much catching this 

... that he ended up 
doing this …  

Another  Amazon  
phenomenon ! 

Wolfish or “trairão” 

   Hoplius aimara 

Cichla monoculus 
Papoca Peacock 
         Bass 

Giant Peacock Bass 
  Cichla temensis 

Thomas Born’s Gallery  

Christie Bender’s 
Gallery  

http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries
http://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/contest/request-a-gallery.html
http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=pmcintee
http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=rheredia
http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=fmartinez
http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=tborn
http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=JFanelli
http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=CBender
http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=WCox


     Acute Angling has spent over 20 years polishing its fishing trips 
to the point where they operate with fine precision and an unparal-
leled level of quality.  Because we control every aspect of these 
complex and logistically challenging operations, anglers are always 
pleased with their smoothly efficient fishing trips, and the quality of 
the amenities and services provided in the absolute middle of the 
world’s largest wilderness.  Our post-trip questionnaires attest to 
this.  Not wishing to rest on our lau-
rels, and desiring to implement this 
level of satisfaction throughout every 
aspect of our trips, we’ve now made it 
our goal to achieve the same level of 
detail and quality in our (and your) 
Manaus activities.  So we’ve made 
some sweeping changes. 
     Gone are the freelancers!  Our 
first order of business was to take con-
trol.  That meant no more independent 
subcontractors.  The keyword being 
“independent”.  Although competent 
and often very well-liked by our cli-
ents, by definition, their first motivation is always to the benefit of 
their own business; often leaving us and our clients in second place.  
So we’ve taken control and created a new, full-time position in our 
Manaus staff to provide these services directly via our own employ-
ees.  We’ve rolled the responsibility of airport reception, transfers, 
hotel check-in, charter flight support and Manaus city-guide into 
one overarching commitment - “Dedicated Client Representation”. 

     Meet Luiz Eduardo.  We’ve known Luiz for several years in 
his former role as receptionist and concierge at Manaus’ largest 
hotel.  Multi-lingual, educated in Geneva and a very personable 
young man, we are pleased to announce that we’ve added him and 
his broad experience and good-nature to our Acute Angling team.  
Once you arrive in Manaus and until your airport check-in to re-
turn home, he will be there for you, our Acute Angling clients, 

exclusively, with no other entity to 
answer to and no other commit-
ments to distract him.   
     You can comfortably rely on 
Luiz to handle all scheduled as-
pects of your Manaus stay, as well 
as to arrange extra activities such 
as sightseeing and restaurant visits.  
He’ll even accompany you 
(schedule permitting), if you wish, 
to make sure it all goes according 
to plan.  No payment is ever made 
to Luiz for anything (except of 
course discretionary tipping, 

should you so desire).  His services are provided by Acute Angling 
for your comfort and convenience. 
     Luiz will be waiting for you the moment you step out of cus-
toms, wearing familiar Acute Angling gear and showing a hard to 
miss logo poster.   From that moment on, Luis will be holding your 
hand until your departure to the fishery … and he’ll be there wait-
ing for you on your return.  
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Add A City tour in manaus 

     Taking control of 
our client representa-
tion in Manaus, as we’ve 
done by adding Luiz Edu-
ardo as our dedicated, on-
staff client representative, 
is a powerful step, but it 
goes lockstep with ensur-
ing the quality and con-
sistency of the services 
we require there.  We’ve 
been working on this for 
years;  We’ve long been 
flying with the best and safest charter oper-
ation in the Amazon, Rico.  Their fleet of 
new, fully equipped and meticulously 
maintained floatplanes and twin-engines, 
flown by highly-trained professional pilots, ensures that our 
anglers arrive at our fisheries in comfort and security. 
     We took care of hotel optimization last season, switch-
ing all of our stays to the brand new Bristol (now renamed the 
Nobilé) hotel.  A four star operation with a pleasant bar, ex-
cellent restaurant and full services available, all the time; we 
consider the Nobilé to be the best short-stay hotel in Manaus, 
perfect for our purposes and your comfort.  
     So, tourism providers became our next target.  Our an-

glers almost universally have a full day in Manaus on their return 
from the fishery (depending on flights selected).  It’s the perfect 
opportunity to enjoy a city tour early in the day and perhaps dinner 
at one of Manaus’ many interesting and unique restaurants.  Over 
the years, our clients have availed themselves of a variety of free-
lance tourism providers on their return to Manaus.  Most had a great 
experience, but our post-trip questionnaires made it clear that some 
did not.  Chintzy service, mediocre quality and excessive prices 
were not uncommon results.  We needed to take control. 
     We’ve scored a bullseye with our new arrangement with Fontur, 
the Amazon’s most experienced tourist service.   Fontur will pro-

vide a full menu of private tours, exclusively for 
our clients.  With an English-speaking guide, an 
air-conditioned vehicle and intimate knowledge 

of the region, you’ll enjoy a 
quality tour with perfect ser-
vice, at a consistent price.  
Better yet, we’ll provide all 
Acute Anglers with a 25% 
discount voucher for all 
Fontur tours.  Simply let 
Luiz, your dedicated Acute 
Angling client representative 
know your desires and he’ll 
arrange a great Amazon ex-
perience for you. 

 

 Amazon Peacock Bass Fishing Trips 

Luiz  
Eduardo 
  
Manaus Host & 
Transfer Guide 

Website:  www.AcuteAngling.com 

Teatro Amazonas 

Meeting 
Of the 
Waters 
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     Acute Angling today is the Amazon’s most polished and produc-
tive jungle outfitter.  We explore the Amazon basin in pursuit of out-
standing fisheries and then operate organized, secure and comforta-
ble sport-fishing trips to bring you to these extraordinary loca-
tions.  We use the most modern equipment to ensure that our logisti-
cal systems are mechanically flawless; we use high-tech mechanisms 
to make our remote operating procedures smoothly efficient and de-
pendable; and our customer support is polished, professional and 
unparalleled in the industry.  All of this has stimulated the consistent 
growth that our fishing operations were built 
for.  But, in spite of the application of modern 
technology in the middle of the world’s largest 
wilderness, our day-to-day business process-
es and data management have remained in 
the stone age … essentially manual and heav-
ily paper based.  
     Fishing is what we do best, not paper-
pushing, so it’s become time to apply technol-
ogy to make our business processes more 
efficient … to catch up with the capabilities of 
our fishing operations ... and to give you, our 
customer, more comfortable, simpler and easi-
er-to-use tools to enable us together to pre-
pare and manage your turn-key Amazon trip. 

     The challenge of updating these systems required the experience 
and capabilities of a Business Analyst and Project Manager rolled into 
one.  For this, we are pleased to welcome Helen Reiss to our Acute An-
gling team.  After a life-long career in the Pharma industry performing 
precisely these IT focused roles, she is now creating a client accessible 
system, unique in our industry, that will give you direct access to your 
own personal, cloud-based portal to manage your pre-trip preparations 
and follow-up.  Gone are the days of paper forms and mailing in respons-
es.  Just log on, type-in, click and complete.  Record-keeping, reporting 

and trip management will be automatic, se-
cure and with data accurately recorded and 
maintained.  Although automation will reduce 
the paper-pushing burden, it will in no way 
diminish the hands on service and support we 
are known for.  Quite the contrary, in fact! 
     Our customer accessibility will greatly 
increase.  Once the new systems are in place, 
Helen will be yet another member of our al-
ways available customer service group.  She’ll 
be here to help with any questions or user 
needs  … and we expect her to stick around, 
since, yeah, she’s the owner’s wife.  After all, 
we’re still a family business.  Helen can be 
reached, toll-free, at 866 832-2987—ext. 4. 

 

     Arapaima are not known as an easy catch.  
First off, getting them to take a lure is challenge 
enough.  They generally use the flood pulse to move 
with the food supply, so they’re not only not always 
present, but even when they are, they’re usually in a 
place where their food supply is more attractive than 
the plastic doodad you’re offering them.  It’s hard to 

make them chase a 
lure, when swarms of 
freshwater shrimp 
are there to be 
sucked in. 
     We solved that 
problem.  With our 
exclusive access to a 
chain of 5 deep 
lakes, disconnected 
from the flood pulse, 
arapaima here be-
come hunters.  Their natural wari-
ness is still there, so approaching 
them takes stealth and a good cast, 
but once that’s accomplished, 
they’ll aggressively smash a bait.  
Now, the only problem becomes 
bringing 100 plus pounds of acro-
batic, pissed-off fish to heel. 

     Well, we’ve solved that problem too!  
With a brand new armamentarium of high-
end gear, we’ve put the appropriate tools for 
landing these beasts in the hands of our 
Acute Anglers.  Fishermen have their choice 
of powerful Shimano spinning rigs or left or 
right handed Shimano Tranx baitcasters. 
We’ve even 
modified some  
with paddle 
handles for the 
sensitivity to 
work a subtle 
topwater bait 
like a Zara 
Spook (yup, 
we’ve even 
caught ‘em on 
those). 

     This unique experience is only 
available to Acute Anglers who 
already have one of our regularly 
scheduled trips booked and we only 
take 2 at time.  That means, you’ll 
never see others here and these fish 
won’t be excessively pressured.  
Call us for more information. 

Shimano 
Stradic  
4000 Reel 

Shimano 
Tranx  
400 Reel 

Big fish are 
smile creators! 

Even the guide 
smiles! 

… and she 
can fish too! 

http://www.acuteangling.com/amazon-gamefish/exotics/by-species/arapaima.html
http://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/extras-add-ons/arapaima-fishing.html
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Amaz0n Tidbits - News from the RIVER 
Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon, 
is the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it.  This 
column will appear from time to time in an effort to report 
actual news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction. 

  

     New Video by Cyril Chaquet - Cyril Chaquet, known for 
his widely viewed TV show, “Chasing Monsters” is a long-time 
Acute Angler.  We’ve made many shows together and we’ve 
been friends for a long time.  Recently, Cyril put together a 
short film compilation of some of his most fun, interesting and 
impressive Acute Angling catches.  If you’re an angler who has 
never fished the Amazon, watching this will have you planning 
a trip tomorrow.  If you’ve experienced the Amazon, it will 
simply have you drooling.  Click here to enjoy Cyril’s video. 
 
     Updated Video for our Multi-species trip - Speaking of 
videos, we’ve recently recut our Multi-species trip video to be 
shorter and more informative.  This is another short film that 
will leave any angler or adventure traveler drooling.  Not only 
over the amazing fishing variety, but also the broad scope of the 
complete Amazon adventure we provide at our comfortable 
Picapau Lodge on the Rio Travessao.  See it here.  
  
New Amazon info card in each fishing boat - After our an-
glers return from their trips, we ask them to give us their feed-
back in the form of a post-trip questionnaire.  This invaluable 
mechanism has led to many innovations and enabled us to con-
tinually polish our trip operations.  Here’s another one just in;  

At the suggestion of one of our anglers, Doc Hatton, we’ve created a 
concise but complete info card to help anglers understand what 
they’re seeing and experiencing and to readily communicate with 
their guides.  The cards will feature a section translating and translit-
erating the most important words and phrases used on the water as 
well as a section depicting the more commonly encountered fish and 
birds of the region.  Anglers will receive a copy in their reservation 
packages and they’ll find a waterproof version in each of their fishing 
boats.  It may not be enough to let you have a detailed political de-
bate with your guide, but it will surely get you into a shady spot at 
lunchtime.  Thanks, Doc, for the excellent suggestion.    
 
     Photo Gallery Compilations - Page 4 shows a compilation of 
photos selected from our clients’ Photo Galleries by Helen Reiss.  
Think you could put together a better or more interesting one?  We’d 
be pleased to publish it if it’s good.  Go to our website, check out the 
Galleries and select a dozen or so of your favorite photos, or create a 
theme and tie them together with captions.  When you’re done put 
everything in a word document and send it to us along with the link 
for each photo’s page.  If it merits publication, it’ll merit a prize from 
among our gear offerings also. 
     New Photo Galleries - Going fishing with us this coming season.  
Be sure to take good photos!  When you get back, you can create 
your own personal Gallery to share your Amazon experience with 
your friends or the whole world if you wish.  Last year we ran a con-
test for our Gallery holders and ended up giving away 2 free Amazon 
fishing trips!  Who knows what’s up our sleeves for next year? 

Here’s what we know about the ENSO/Amazon correlation; 
 The ENSO phenomenon has three states;  
1. Neutral:  Neither El Niño or La Niña. Tropical Pacific surface 
temperatures are close to average.  This typically means normal 
rainfall in the Amazon—i.e.; more predictable water levels. 
1. El Niño:  Warming of the ocean surface in the ENSO region. 
Low-level “easterly winds” weaken.  This phase typically means 
reduced rainfall in the Amazon - lower dry season water levels. 
2. La Niña: A cooling of the ocean surface in the region.  Normal 
easterly winds along the equator become even stronger. This   
means increased rainfall in the Amazon - higher water levels. 
     In mid-July 2018, the east-central tropical Pacific waters re-
flected ENSO-neutral conditions. The key atmospheric variables 
also suggested neutral conditions. The official CPC/IRI outlook 
calls for neutral conditions through the northern summer season, 
with a 65% chance of El Niño development during fall, rising to 
70% for winter 2018-19. The latest forecasts of statistical and 
dynamical models collectively favor weak El Niño development 

by late summer or 
early fall, growing 
to weak or moder-
ate strength dur-
ing late fall and 
winter; forecasters 
are largely buying 
into this scenario 
now.  There is 
almost no chance 
of development of 
La Niña condi-

tions, which correlate 
with high water condi-
tions in the Amazon. 
     We like “normal” 
and we like a mild El 
Niño at the end of our 
season.  It means pre-
dictable low water con-
ditions, easier planning 
and an overall assurance 
of great fishing … that’s 
what we strive for. 
     Acute Angling oper-
ates in the world’s largest 
wilderness and depends on appropriate water levels to succeed.  
Unlike most fishing operations, we are not tied to a single place or 
a single route. We move 1200 miles each season from north to 
south on a macro-scale and as much as 300 miles in a week (on a 
micro-scale) to ensure access to optimal conditions.  Over the last 
two decades, we have carefully studied Cichla temensis’ (the giant 
peacock bass) physiological and behavioral responses to the cycli-
cal changes in its environment. We’ve learned how to utilize rela-
tive gradients, flood pulse events and the geography of our fisher-
ies. We are the most knowledgeable operators in the Amazon. 
While we are dedicated to providing a polished, comfortable and 
secure travel experience, we are focused on productive fishing. 
This is what separates us from the rest. Understanding these 
large scale climatological phenomena simply helps to further en-
sure that we are in the right place at the right time and that your 
fishing trip is the best it can be.   

The majority of models predict ENSO-
neutral through summer 2018, with a 
mild El Niño favored by fall of 2018. 

July 12th, 2018 Official Probabilistic ENSO Forecast 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-AF9DngXTI
http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/
http://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/amazon-safari-camp/picapau-lodge-video.html
http://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/fishing-with-acute-angling/why-choose-us.html


 

 Acute angling’s 

Brazilian  Amaz0n   

# Departs Manaus Returns Price  Availability   

 

  2018—2020 Trip availability 
*Note - Available spaces 

 are shown as of August 1, 2018 
  

Dates NOT listed are full. 

Toll-free (866) 832-2987 - Paul Reiss - Ext. 1 or Garry Reiss - Ext. 2   
or email us at  webmaster@acuteangling.com 

*Note - Dates available for group programs 
 are denoted with a blue background. - open - 

CT1 Nov. 2nd, 2018 Nov. 9, 2018 $5750 - 2 openings - 2
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CT2 Nov. 9th, 2018 Nov. 16, 2018 $5750 - 1 opening - 

CT5 Nov. 30th, 2018 Dec. 7, 2018 $5750 - 2 openings - 

CT7 Dec. 14th, 2018 Dec. 21, 2018 $5750 - open - 

Xmas Dec. 21, 2018 Dec. 28 $5750 - open - 

CT9 Dec. 28th, 2018 Jan. 4, 2019 $5750 - 6 openings - 

CT12 Jan. 18th, 2019 Jan. 25, 2019 $5750 -  1 opening - 

CT13 Jan. 25th, 2019 Feb. 1, 2019 $5750 -  2 openings - 

CT15 Feb. 8th, 2019 Feb. 15, 2019 $5750 -  2 openings - 
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C Fall 2018/Winter 2019 Season -  Rio Negro Basin  

CF-3 Oct. 24, 2018 Oct. 31 $4995 -  8 openings - 

CF-4 Oct. 31, 2018 Nov. 7 $4995 -  8 openings - 

CF-5 Nov. 7, 2018 Nov. 14 $4995 -  1 opening - 

D Fall 2019/Winter 2020 Season -  Rio Negro Basin  
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DF-4 Oct. 30, 2019 Nov. 6 $4995 -  6 openings - 

DF-5 Nov. 6, 2019 Nov. 13 $4995 -  2 openings - 

DF-6 Nov. 13, 2019 Nov. 20 $4995 -  3 openings - 

DF-7 Nov. 20, 2019 Nov. 27 $4995 - open - 

DF10 Jan. 9, 2020 Jan. 16 $4995 - open - 

DF11 Jan. 16, 2020 Jan. 23 $4995  - open - 

DF13 Jan. 30, 2020 Feb. 6 $4995 -  4 openings - 

DF14 Feb. 6, 2020 Feb. 13 $4995  - open - 

DF15 Feb. 13, 2020 Feb. 20 $4995  - open - 

DF16 Feb. 20, 2020 Feb. 27 $4995  - open - 

   

$4250 - Double Occupancy 
$4750 - Single Occupancy 

                 Blackwater Explorer   
                        Amazon peacock bass  

                     $4495 - Double Occupancy  -  $4995 - Private Cabin 

# Departs Manaus Returns Price Availability 

  

   

C  Fall 2018 Season - Igapo Aҫu Reserve - Available Spaces  

CI1 Aug. 27, 2018 Sept. 3 $5495 - open - 
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CI3 Sept. 10, 2018 Sept. 17 $5495 - 1 opening - 

CI5 Sept. 17, 2018 Sept. 24 $5495 - 4 openings - 

CI6 Oct. 1, 2018 Oct. 8 $5495 - 1 opening - 

  Fall 2018 / Winter 2019 - Rio Negro Basin -  Available Spaces    

CN7 Nov. 22, 2018 Nov. 29 $4495 -  2 openings - 

CN9 Dec.  6, 2018 Dec. 13 $4495 -  7 openings - 

CN10 Dec.  13, 2018 Dec. 20 $4495 -  2 openings - 

Xmas Dec. 20, 2018 Dec. 27 $4495 - 6 openings - 

D  Fall 2019 Season - Igapo Aҫu Reserve - Available Spaces  

DI1 Aug. 26, 2019 Sept. 2 $5495 - 1 opening - 
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DI2 Sept. 2, 2019 Sept. 9 $5495 - 3 openings - 

DI6 Sept. 30, 2019 Oct. 7 $5495 - 6 openings - 

D Fall 2019/Winter 2020 - Rio Negro Basin -  Available Spaces    

DN1 Oct. 10, 2019 Oct. 17 $4495 - open - 

DN5 Nov. 7, 2019 Nov. 14 $4495 - open - 

DN6 Nov. 14, 2019 Nov. 21 $4495 -  10 openings 

DN7 Nov. 21, 2019 Nov. 28 $4495 - open - 

DN8 Nov. 28, 2019 Dec . 5 $4495 - open - 

DN9 Dec. 5, 2019 Dec. 12 $4495 - open - 

DN10 Dec. 12, 2019 Dec. 19 $4495 - open - 

Xmas Dec. 23, 2019 Dec. 30 $4495 - open - 

DN12 Dec. 30, 2019 Jan. 8, 2020 $4495 - open - 

DN13 Jan. 8, 2020 Jan. 15 $4495 - open - 

DN16 Jan. 29, 2020 Feb. 5 $4495 - open - 

DN18 Feb. 12, 2020 Feb. 19 $4495 - open - 

DN19 Feb. 19, 2020 Feb. 26 $4495 - 10 openings 

DN20 Feb. 26, 2020 March  4 $4495 - open - 

DN21 March 4, 2020 March 11 $4495 - open - 

2019 Fall 2019 - Multi-Species Variety Trip Schedule     
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DT3 Oct. 25th, 2019 Nov. 1 $5750 - 6 openings - 

DT4 Nov. 1st, 2019 Nov. 8 $5750 - 6 openings - 

DT5 Nov. 8th, 2019 Nov. 15 $5750 - open - 

DT6 Nov. 15th, 2019 Nov. 22 $5750 - open - 

DT7 Nov. 22nd, 2019 Nov. 29 $5750 - open - 

DT8 Nov. 29th, 2019 Dec. 6 $5750 - open - 

DT9 Dec. 6th, 2019 Dec. 13 $5750 - open - 

DT10 Dec. 13th, 2019 Dec. 20 $5750 - open - 
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2019 Fall 2019  - Variety Bungalow Trip  - Rio Piranima 

DE3 Sept. 13, 2019 Sept. 20 $4295 -  4 openings - 

DE4 Sept. 20, 2019 Sept. 27 $4295 -  4 openings - 

   

mailto:webmaster@acuteangling.com



