
     In September of 2018, upon the invitation of the Indigenous tribal associa-
tion, “Ahko Iwi”, Acute Angling spent 3 weeks exploring the previously un-
fished Rio Curicuriari.  Although hardly enough time to learn all aspects of this 
remote fishery, one important fact jumped out at us immediately … There are 
huge fish here!   The beautiful blackwater river completely enclosed within 

this exclusive reservation holds enormous 
peacock bass that have never been fished be-
fore and never seen a lure. We know. We 
caught 23 fish over 20 lbs. in those 3 short 
weeks. That’s simply unheard of anywhere.  
So, we’ve returned this fall and, amazingly, 
done even better, eclipsing our expectations. 

 The results of our 2018 exploration were 
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● Show Season Ahead - Each year we 
make our pilgrimage to the country’s top 
sports shows. (see our Facebook page - 
there’s a direct link on our website). We 
get to meet you all, face-to-face, and to 
share our great trips with you.  But show 
season also results in our schedule filling 
rapidly, leaving fewer open dates.  A 
good problem for us, but it sometimes 
disappoints anglers whose first-choice 

date may be unavailable...So. 

 Reserve Your Dates Early - Now is
the best time to get the best selection of
dates for next season, especially for
group dates.  Lots of options are still
available now, but by late March we’re

typically booked 18 months ahead.
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.... Fall Notes .... 

so compelling that we began a long process of nego-
tiating an operating contract with the tribal associa-
tion, then building a brand new vessel to make ac-
cess easy, comfortable and luxurious.  While we 
worked 24/7 to build the Blackwater Adventurer, 
our new floating hotel, we followed the necessary 
protocols to apply for federal approval from Brazil’s 
Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and Tourism Board.  Of, course we 
also needed to inspect, register and license our new 
vessel.  This might all sound mundane, but we only 
had six months to get it done!  That was the rub. 
     Under a new law, we were submitting a totally 
new form of application to fish in Indigenous terri-
tory.  With our 90–page document already in the 
queue, the Federal Government rather suddenly 
dismantled the original approving agency and re-
structured and restaffed it.  In effect, we were start-
ing over.  Sounds like bad news, but we were lucky.  
The staff of the restructured 

Wellington Melo with 
a trophy peacock from 
our initial exploratory 
visit to this fishery.

…  Cont’d on page 2 ...



PAGE 2 VOLUME 21  ISSUE  3 

agency understood the broader concerns.  
They made an incredible effort to treat us and Ahko Iwi fairly, getting 
this challenging application finally underway and approved.  The 
proof of the pudding was that it arrived (on-line) at 8:30 PM Brasilia 
time.  They worked well past normal quitting time to get this done. 
     But, it took three weeks longer than expected, totally disrupting 
our carefully laid logistics and our client’s fishing and travel sched-
ules.  Our fully staffed and loaded vessel cooled its heels in a town 
downriver from the mouth of the Curicuriari while we waited for the 
paperwork to be completed.  We waited and waited some more until 
that last document finally showed up 3 weeks after we had planned to 
have arrived in the fishery.  Luckily, a combination of hard effort, 
covered airline changes, cooperating nature, adventurous clients and 
enthusiastic tribal leaders made it all come together beautifully. 
     Once we finally got the go signal,  we wasted no time.  We (our 
operating staff and management) were on a floatplane the next morn-
ing to meet the now-released Adventurer as it headed toward the 
Curicuriari.  By the following morning, we began the rather perilous 
journey upstream.  With 90 miles of rocks and rapids in its down-
stream reaches, the Curicuriari’s floodplain fishery was still 2 days of 
slow and careful travel away.  As slow and careful as we were, the 
water was now 3 weeks lower than planned and the journey was more 
difficult than we bargained for.  The only remaining problem with 
that?  We had a full group of clients waiting to board the floatplane 
and join us … and we were still a day away from the fishery! 
     After a satellite phone conversation with the group, we made a 

quick decision and elected to bring them in to witness the ascent of 
the last set of rapids with us.  Safely ensconced on a rocky shoreline, 
they watched the Adventurer ascend a narrow, rock-lined passage, 
with a nearly meter high wall of water raging through it. It was an 
amazing effort and as the last bit of the Adventurer cleared the last bit 
of the rapids, a relieved cheer went up from clients and staff alike.  
We had done it … we had finally reached the fishery! 

    The rest was easy - we went fishing.  That is what we do best.  
We produce the fish that clients dream of and we are careful to create 
only expectations we can reach or exceed.  With our experienced, 
polished and professional guides leading the way, the hunt for giant 
peacocks began.  And, in spite of the delay, the Curicuriari cooperat-
ed; pulsing up and down, but still maintaining excellent fishing con-
ditions for our entire stay and producing exactly what was promised; 
hulking big peacock bass in a unique and exclusive Amazon fishery! 
   The fishery is unusual.  Once past the rocky, rapid strewn region, 
a big winding floodplain system takes over.  Although plenty of fish-
able structure is here, it’s not what you might expect in a typical cen-
tral basin  fishery.  Much of it is in the river channel, some in lagoons 
and most of it in rather unique, ancient, abandoned river channels we 
call “resacas”.  Added to this, conditions change very quickly due to 
this river’s elevation, independence from its trunk river and fast reac-
tions to its drainage basin. Although it makes guiding a more difficult 
challenge, perhaps that’s a good thing overall.  These changes seem 
to inject a fresh round of aggressive feeding activity into the peacock 
bass and generate relocation into the newly exposed or available 

structure.  This river system forces guides and anglers alike to quickly 
investigate its particular quirks and accommodate its rapid-fire changes. 
     Our first group, mostly experienced peacock anglers, arrived and 
quickly found the river to be precisely as we describe it … low numbers 
of fish, but a land of giants. They landed 275 fish, 11 of them over 20 
pounds, up to a hulking 25- pounder.  Very satisfying for a trophy angler. 
There are other big fish rivers, but none like this.   
     By the second group’s arrival, water levels had gotten extremely 
low, perhaps a meter lower than on arrival.  Most terrestrial structure was 
now out of the water and beaches grew dramatically.  Now we were find-
ing fish on downriver points and in the first 100 feet inside of open-faced 
lagoons.  Additionally, two beautiful tributary rivers that didn’t produce a 
single fish during the first week, suddenly produced good numbers of 
butterfly and giant peacocks, providing extra fishing opportunities.  By 
midweek, however, a quick round of heavy rains began to raise water 
levels anew.  The number of fish caught went up during week two; 315 
fish landed, 10 fish over 20 pounds.  
     Week three brought rapidly changing conditions. Heavy rain drove the 
river right back up and beyond its previous level, changing the formula 
again.  But then we found catfish!  Who knew!  Big sorubim and giant 
filhote were readily available.  Although peacock fishing effort was dilut-
ed by catfishing, several giant peacocks were engaged, but lost in battle.   
This group included 3 couples, so our couples suites proved their worth, 
providing spacious, comfortable accommodations with king-sized beds. 
     Our fourth group arrived and found another round of dropping water. 
When the dust settled, they had landed 8 giant peacocks over 20 lbs. and 
set two new world line-class records with feisty butterfly peacocks. 
     Week five brought an attenuated group resulting from cancellations 
caused by our starting delays.  Six anglers landed four fish over 20 lbs and 
a total of 315 fish, even as water levels began oscillating upwards again. 
     Our final group put the cap on our first full Curicuriari season.  With 
water levels essentially static, they reignited the parade of giant fish, with 
7 monsters over 20 pounds and 261 fish for the week. 
     Our 6 weeks here generated tons of data that we have yet to review 

and collate into an impact and sustainability report as part of our required 
compliance with FUNAI’s normative instruction no. 03/2015.  Even so, a 
few preliminary hypotheses suggest themselves;    
• Appropriate water levels, and consequently “fishability” on this river

defines a productive season ranging from August through November.

• Water levels drift up and down directly in response to rainfall, essen-
tially unlinked to conditions in the Rio Negro, its trunk river.

• Water level oscillations (rising or falling) do not appear to be a criti-
cal parameter nor strongly correlated to fishing productivity.

• Man hours of fishing effort seems to be the most pertinent variable.

… Ultimately, one thing remains abundantly clear … 

• There are ridiculous numbers of huge fish here!

… Cont’d from page 1 … 

Gp. 

# 

Fishing 

Dates # 

Total 

fish 

Water 

level 

10-20

Lbs.

>20

Lbs.

Big 

Fish 

1 9/23 - 9/30 8 275 ↓ 9 11 25 

2 9/30 - 10/7 8 315 ↑ 6 10 27 

6 10/28-11/4 8 261 ↔ 5 7 23 

Totals 46 1741 varied 33 40 27 

38 ± < 1 ≈ 1 Lbs. Averages/angler 

3 10/7 - 10/14 8 207 ↑ 4 0 19 

4 10/14 - 10/21 8 368 ↓ 5 8 24 

5 10/21-10/28 6 315 ↑ 4 4 25 

Rio Curicuriari Exploratory - Statistical Analysis 

Perhaps as rare as 20 lb. 
giant peacocks are 11 lb. 
butterfly peacocks, this 
one caught by Michael 
Fey of Randolph, NJ 



     After our 3 week exploratory on the Rio 
Curicuriari in 2018, we began more serious discus-
sions with the tribal association, with the goal of 
creating a long-term agreement.  We also began to 
think about a better way to access this fishery... Bet-
ter than the simple ground-based camp we used in 
our initial exploratory trip.  Neither process was 
simple, but coming to an agreement with other hu-
man beings ultimately is a function of arriving at a 
fair and mutually beneficial mode of cooperation.  
Designing our new accommodations, however, 
turned out to be a surprisingly complex challenge. 
     First, it had to get there … “there” meaning the 
high floodplain region (where the giant fish are) sitting upriver of 
90 miles of rocks and rapids that characterize the lower Curicu-
riari.  Then, it needed to be able to navigate through narrow, shal-
low regions where the river channel had meandered, so that we 
could access the full length of it.  Finally, it had to provide a level 

of comfort and luxury 
beyond expectations in 
a remote and isolated 
wilderness.  Where 
were we to start? 
     At the bottom, of 
course … with hull de-
sign.  We mulled the 
advantages of light 
weight against the 
strength needed to resist  
rock impacts and pow-

erful current.  We considered steel versus aluminum, cost versus 
design elegance.  We studied existing designs; pontoons, catama-
rans, even articulated systems.  In the end, strength, stability and 
design elegance won out.  We built a modified, steel, barge-type 
hull that turned out to be super-resistant to the rough stuff and 
drafts a remarkably shallow 16 inches, fully loaded. 
     The final part? Comfort and luxury.  Well, we’re already 
pretty good at that, so we simply designed our superstructure to 
be what our ideal of a fully-functioning floating hotel for an ex-
clusive 8 person assemblage should be.  Air-conditioned private 
cabins, king-size couples suites, an elegant dining area, a roomy 
lounge and a fully-stocked open-air bar with an  expert bartend-
er?  Yes, all of those and more.  Our first six groups unanimously 
loved the Adventurer’s comfort and ambiance. 

   

     As it turned out, the Adventurer gave us even more than we bar-
gained for.  Its ability to solve multiple problems in the environment it 
was designed for made it more than the sum of its parts.  In fact, it’s an 
altogether new kind of Amazon fishing machine, with the ability to 
provide excellent fishing performance in just about any Amazon envi-
ronment.  It has already proven 
that it can pretty much go any-
where, it can work in the shal-
lowest of environments and 
it’s able to maintain the high-
est levels of comfort and luxu-
ry in the most remote regions 
for extended periods.  But, it 
offers even more in the docile 
lowlands environments that 
are home to the broader season 
of peacock bass fishing. 
     So, we plan to use it every-
where there are peacock bass.  We’ll make good use of its additional 
advantages to operate a winter season with it in the Rio Negro basin , 
the world’s biggest peacock bass fishery.  Not only can it go anywhere 
in this giant region, but we can access it effortlessly wherever it goes 
using state-of the-art, 8 passenger Cessna Caravan floatplanes.  No 
need to leave a hotspot to go to an airstrip, no reason to wrestle for 
space with other operations.  The Adventurer will give us, and you, the 
best of all options for peacock bass fishing … unhindered access; air-
port-free operation and superior com-
fort and luxury.  Space remains for this 
coming January and February.  Give us 
a call and join us on our brand new 
Amazon peacock bass flagship. 
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The Blackwater Adventurer masters navigational hazards, 
shallow waters and the challenge of  
providing comfort and luxury 
in the Amazon wilderness 
… all with equal  
aplomb. 

A restaurant-style 
kitchen      produces 
gourmet      meals  

Private, air-
conditioned 
cabins make 
for a com-
fortable stay 

Cabins convert 
into couple’s 
suites with king
-size beds and 
two of every-
thing 

Private bath-
rooms grace 
each cabin. 

Our comfortable dining room is the 
site of memorable meals. 

https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/the-blackwater-adventurer/mission-statement.html
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Click here to see our anglers’ Photo Galleries                                                       Click here to request a Gallery of your own 

Tab McGinley,  
Denver, CO. 

Martin 
Lustig 

St. George, 
UT. 

Jamie Mann, of 
Houston TX.. 

Bruce Manalio of NJ,  
               with another 
                   20+ trophy 

Laredo, 
TX 

Hondo Benavides               and dad, Memo 
                                               share a trophy 
                                                  moment 

 Gary Butler. 
Berthoud, CO 

Sam Knoy, 
Prescott, 
AZ 

 
Acute 

Angling’s 
Lady 

Anglers 
 Catch 

 Monsters 
too! 

Tina Knoy, 
Prescott, 

AZ 

Sonia 
Benavides. 
Laredo, TX  

Paula Smith, 
Fruitland, ID 

Nathan King, 
Lubbock, TX 

Brandon Cornett, 
Bay City, TX 

http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries
http://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/contest/request-a-gallery.html


Paul 
Reiss, 
Califon,
NJ

 Gary Carter.
Duluth, GA

Matthew Carter,
Suwanee, GA

Brandon 
Cornett,
Bay
City,
TX

Rich Stephens,
Simi Valley, CA
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Albert Batoo,
Suwanee, GA

2 lb. test
line class 
record
Butterfly 
Peacock 
(Cichla 
orinocensis) 

Gary and Matthew Carter.

Kurt Lobpries, 
Houston, TX

 Gary Butler.
Berthoud, CO 
with another 
20+ trophy

Andy Venable,
Knoxville, TN

David Snell,
Loganville, GA

Timothy Mossberg,
Destin, FL

 Rodney Barron, Cumming, GA

http://www.acuteangling.com/galleries
http://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/contest/request-a-gallery.html
Charlie
Underline
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     We accomplished many of our goals here this 
season.  Along with clearly confirming that there is 
an extraordinary percentage of huge fish here, our 
first scheduled season in the Rio Curicuriari fishery 
gave us an enormous amount of data about the 
fish, the river and its hydrology.  With this experi-
ence and understanding under our belt, we have 
been able to more accurately gauge the river’s be-
havior and how best to operate there with confi-
dence.  So we’re now planning our fishing sched-
ule for 2020 … and it’s starting to fill quickly. 

We have designed our program to  maxim-
ize your access to these Amazon giants 
and to minimize our impact on the fishery.  
   

We know that there’s a large contingent of peacock 
bass anglers whose primary goal is giant fish … 
perhaps even a shot at the record … and we know 
it’s very possible here.  So, we’ve designed a plan 
of movement to distribute fishing pressure over a 
210 mile region.  The Blackwater Adventurer moves 
through the system in a pattern designed to ac-
commodate changes in water level while resting 
entire sections of the fishery, so that each group 
encounters fresh water and fresh opportunities. 

    

FULL DISCLOSURE 
     

   

1. Numbers are very low here - averaging about 7/
day (unless anglers choose to target the small-
er Butterfly Peacocks - Cichla orinocensis).   

2. You must be prepared to cast tenaciously in 
pursuit of a few monstrous top-water explo-
sions or subsurface strikes and then be capa-
ble enough to capitalize on the opportunity. 

3. Much of our success has come fishing in the 
river itself or at the interface of the river and  
some of its varied flood-plain structures. 

4. We don’t catch as many large fish in the beau-
tiful and plentiful lagoons this system features. 

5. We have had as much success with higher wa-
ter (well over the banks) as with the lower wa-
ter (beaches showing) we normally seek. 

6. Conditions change quickly, so what worked 
one week may no longer be effective the next. 

7. The river is intensely tannin-stained, so there 
are no mosquitos, but a full contingent of big, 
annoying horseflies and bees are present.  

8. As per our contract with the tribe, we are 
providing them with the means to ultimately 
become self-sufficient in this fishery. This 
means you will have both a professional guide 
and an indigenous guide-in-training with you. 
As per our agreement with the government, we 
are collecting data and creating impact state-
ments to help guide other sustainable tourism 
activities in Indian reservations elsewhere.
You will be helping to fill in the blanks as we 
go forward.  We’ll provide the means;  boats, 
guides, gear, test instruments, sonar and sug-
gestions.  You and your guide will do the fish-
ing legwork; casting, catching and reporting.

    

        
            Space is 
        limited to 
      8 anglers  
   per week 
 

 Call Now! 

  Leaves Manaus Returns Price Availability 
F

a
ll 2

0
2
0

 
2020 Fall 2020  - Giant Peacock Bass  

EC-02 Sept. 1, 2020 Sept. 8 $7950 Full Group Only 

EC-03 Sept. 8, 2020 Sept. 15 $7950 -  3 openings - 

EC-04 Sept.15, 2020 Sept. 22 $7950 -  4 openings - 

EC-07 Oct. 6 2020 Oct. 13 $7950 - open - 

EC-10 Oct. 27 2020 Nov. 4 $7950 Full Group Only 



     Accessing the Rio Curicuriari’s floodplain fishery 
comes at a steep logistical price.  It requires a perilous jour-
ney upstream, through 90 miles of rocks and rapids.  We try 
to time this so we can take advantage of high water to make it 
all a bit easier.  However, our unforeseen document delay 
took that option away from us.  The water was now far lower 
than planned, the corridors far narrower and our 7-meter wide 
vessel was rapidly running out of maneuvering room.   
     The Adventurer, for this ascent, operated as a barge-
based floating hotel without motive power.  We used a push/
pull mechanism implemented by our two support boats to 
move it, fine-tuning its movements and guiding it through the 
tight spots with 2 or more of our fishing boats.  Add to this a 
“Keystone Kops” act performed by our staff; running around 
the decks on the lookout for rocks and hazards while shouting 
instructions in every direction.  Actually, it was working.  We 
passed safely through a half dozen complex, rock-strewn rap-
ids without a hitch.  After a while we got pretty good at it.  

     When we reached the river’s most difficult hazard, we 
sailed through so easily that we started to get cocky.  Big mis-
take!  Within an hour of our great success, in a rather mild 
rocky stretch, we got careless, lost fine control of our position 
and slowly drifted sideways.  In a matter of seconds, our push 
boat clipped a rock and lost its rudder.  With some wild emer-
gency maneuvers and lots of yelling, we managed to get to a 
secure bank and tie up—where we would be trapped for the 
next two days!  After hours of diving in the fast water, our 
guides miraculously managed to recover the rudder and all of 
its mounting hardware!  Unfortunately, the central shaft was 
broken at its base and required welding beyond the scope of 
our light-duty onboard welding apparatus.  We knew we need-
ed a full-scale welding shop, so we sent one of our fishing 
boats, with our mechanic and a guide on the 7 hour journey 
downriver to the city of Sao Gabriel, where the part could be 
repaired.  Although we had been managing to successfully 
move upriver through the rapids, the journey really was far 
more difficult then envisioned and, now, far slower than we 
bargained for.  Time was running out and in one more day, 
we would have a full group of anglers waiting in Manaus! 

     Instead of cooling their heels in our Manaus hotel, our 
intrepid anglers elected to join us and experience the last part 
of the journey upriver with us.  Shortly after their arrival, our 
repaired rudder returned and was installed.  We resumed our 
ascent, finally reaching the last of the difficult passages.  
Safely ensconced on a rocky shoreline, our anglers watched 
the Adventurer carefully climb a narrow, rock-lined passage, 
with a nearly one-meter high wall of water raging through it.  
Made possible only because of the powered assistance of 
our two support boats and all of our fishing boats, it was an 
amazing effort.  As the last bit of the Adventurer cleared the 
last bit of the rapids, a relieved cheer went up from our Indian 
partners, our clients and our staff alike.  We had done it! 
     That evening, well past all of the rocks and rapids and 
safely ensconced in our flood-plain fishery, we were finally  
able to celebrate.  Of course, we maintain a fully stocked bar 
on board, so a bottle of Champagne was quickly corralled to 
serve for a formal christening of our already well-travelled 
new vessel.  One of our anglers, Tina Knoy, did the honors, 
proclaiming “I christen thee the Blackwater Adventurer” as 
she smashed the Champagne across the bow.  Another 
cheer went up, this time a cheer of satisfaction for an adven-
ture well taken and a fishing trip about to begin.  
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Assessing the challenge and positioning the 
Adventurer for the ascent 

We used every 
asset we had to 

make the ascent. 

Finally, cause for 
         celebration! 

Even we were left wondering what kind 
of lunatics try to navigate a vessel of 
this size through waters like these. 



     This past February, Acute Angling formed a cooperative 
partnership with “Akho Iwi”, an association of Indigenous com-
munities within whose reservation lies the Rio Curicuriari.  They 
are an intelligent, resourceful people with a unique cultural herit-
age and traditional lifestyle; far more mature and deep-rooted than 
our own, by comparison, rather adolescent culture.  They possess 
an almost uncanny sensitivity and spiritual link to the vast river 
and forest region that is their home. 
     We feel privileged to be able to share their incredible patrimo-
ny and their knowledgeable guidance as our hosts.  We are sensi-
tive to the fact that our partnership and presence in their beautiful 
river is entirely dependent on the association’s ongoing comfort 
with Acute Angling, the full, documented approval of FUNAI 
(Brazil’s government department dedicated to the furtherance of 
Indian affairs) and our own compliance with the visitation plan 
implemented under the laws and regulations of Brazil.   
     If you think of it from our host’s perspective, they have gra-
ciously allowed us to enter their homeland and indulge in our 
weird ritual of splashing colorful plastic and feathered artifacts in 
their waters in ardent pursuit of fish that we then promptly release.  
Clearly, this is more than a simple Airbnb visit.  But forging a 
long-term, win-win partnership that encompasses this level of 
closeness, requires more than just negotiating with tribal leader-
ship and paying a fee.  It means building a collaborative relation-
ship and proactively working to improve the quality of life of eve-
ry member of the community.  
     Acute Angling has been a pioneer in forging such mutually 
beneficial relationships with indigenous communities over the last 
quarter century.  We’ve understood from the start that a partner-
ship requires two cooperating entities.  So, we were well prepared 
to do just that under Brazil’s new regulations, requiring clear over-
sight of every aspect of an agreement, the activity proposed and 
the ultimate outcome and impact.  Our own past experience guid-
ed our way forward in crafting a model that we hope will set a 
new, higher standard for others in the future. 
     Thus, we’ve implemented a broad array of mechanisms to 

ensure that our partners benefit not just on a monetary basis, but 
profit in a broader social and practical manner from our sustainable 
and ecologically neutral activity. Our contract has been designed to 
provide on-site training for both indigenous men and women.  Learn-
ing the details of how to manage and maintain a high-end fishing 
operation, while they work side-by-side with our regular professional 
staff.  We are providing paid employment for an array of individuals 
from each community.  Further, our carefully monitored financial 

contribution will be used to improve access to education; to provide 
modern tools and information technology that can more efficiently 
preserve traditional lifestyles; and to provide the ability to add fu-
ture, sustainable sources of income for the communities. 
     For our mutual benefit, we have provided the equipment neces-
sary for the tribal association to patrol and protect their territory from 
poachers and illegal entrants.  We have elected to buy as much of 
our necessary produce from the communities as they can possibly 
provide, and to help them improve their agricultural productivity by 
accessing trained horticultural experts to provide ongoing future 
guidance.  We’re even giving English lessons to help improve com-
munication between indigenous staff and our angling clientele!   
     Sure, we pay for the privilege of fishing here, but there’s more 
to it than just money.  We’re working with real people whose lives 
become connected to ours.  We realize that their health, well-being 
and quality of life is just as important to them as ours to us.  So it 
becomes incumbent on us to do whatever we can to help our partners 
be as satisfied with their lives and lifestyles as we are with ours.   
Ours is a partnership based on mutual respect and consideration.     
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Our chef, Anderson 
(L), and our waiter, 
  Luis (R), help to 
     train Edizete 
    (center), in the 
   operation of our 
   gourmet kitchen. 

Our professional guides each 
partner with an Ahko Iwi trainee 
to impart the full array of mod-
ern sportfishing techniques. 

              We receive 
            a delivery of  
          produce grown 
         in our partner’s 
            communities. 



     Our extraordinary Giant Peacock trip operates in a unique 
Amazon habitat.  One of a select few Rio Negro tributaries where 
world-record class peacock bass fishing can occur, the Rio 
Curicuriari is located far to the 
west of the typical Amazon low-
lands fisheries. With an unusual 
bi-modal flood pulse and an ele-
vated floodplain, this system is 
one of a very few rivers whose 
water levels are essentially unaf-
fected and unmoderated by the 
trunk river it drains into.  Its wa-
ter level fluctuations are primarily 
the product of rainfall in its indi-
vidual drainage basin ... Making it 
extremely volatile, with meter 
high rises and drops possible in a 
single week and  massive three 
meter oscillations possible over 
the course of its early dry season.  
Even odder, its resident peacock 
bass seem to find this a non-issue, 
thankfully remaining accessible 
regardless of these vagaries.  It’s 
this very same uniqueness that 
makes it a rare and sensitive habi-
tat, requiring great care on the 
part of its custodians.   
     Our own over-arching conservation habits and ecological 
sensitivity have been honed over more than two decades of cease-
lessly protecting our wide-spread and varied fisheries.  We very 
clearly understand that without maintaining the health of these 
ecosystems, they will disappear, and the fishing business we oper-
ate will quickly disappear as well.  This has driven us to develop a 
broad range of mechanisms to ensure we leave no negative envi-
ronmental footprint behind. 

     Our first step in protecting a fishery is, of course, to pro-
tect the fish.  So, we obviously practice catch and release fish-
ing, but it isn’t quite as simple as that … there is no value in 

releasing a badly injured or ex-
cessively stressed fish.  Protec-
tion starts before and after cap-
ture.  We provide adequately 
weighted gear for a reasonably 
quick fight, with minimal corti-
sol (a stress hormone) produc-
tion;  captured fish are not dan-
gerously exhausted.  Fish are 
handled with Boga-grips, a safe, 
non-damaging tool for ease of 
manipulation and quick photog-
raphy.  All fish are carefully 
resuscitated prior to release, to 
ensure their safe recovery and 
return to the water. 
     And the water needs pro-
tection too.  We do not release 
waste into the river.  The Ad-
venturer is equipped with two 
huge holding tanks so that efflu-
via can be processed by an on-
board treatment system and then 
disposed of in sandy, septic-like 
cavities. We recycle and take all 

of our non-biodegradable garbage out with us.  Nothing is left 
behind.  The surrounding “igapo” forest is the super-structure 
that provides flood-pulse habitat, not only for peacock bass, but 
for their feedstocks as well.  So, we ensure that our activities 
never damage its integrity.  All of our operating methods are 
designed to support our goal of leaving this pristine fishery ex-
actly as we found it, so that it will continue to exist in its pris-
tine form in perpetuity.  
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Casting in the 
Curicuriari’s 

majestic waters 
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Our New calendars are in place and have been prepared with 
even more built-in flexibility than we’ve ever had before.  The 
addition of extra capacity on our new Blackwater Adventurer 
has allowed us to schedule each of our trips in such a way that 
it is simple, easy and cost-effective for you to enjoy two of our 
fishing adventures on a single airfare to Brazil.  We’ve simply 
staggered all of our transfer days (the days the floatplane or 
charter flies) to enable you to piggy-back among most of the 

trips that are available at the time you’ve selected to travel. 
     With most of our trips flying on different days, we’ve 
made it possible to go right from one to the other while minimiz-
ing down-time between trips.  Book two trips back-to-back and 
we’ll take $1000 off the total two-trip package, and ... on top of 
that, we’ll cover your between-trips hotel stay at our Nobile Ho-
tel home base in Manaus.  It could be a perfect opportunity to do 
some local sightseeing with our Fontur tourism partners or to 
add in our unique one-day Arapaima fishing trip.   
     We’ve once again tweaked our schedules and made transfer 
day adjustments, making back-to-back trips easy.  The chart be-
low will give you an overview of the possible combinations 
available for each of our next two upcoming seasons. 

Transfer (Charter Flight) Days  -  Winter 2020 through Winter 2022 

Season 
Blackwater 

Explorer 
Igapó Aҫu 

Blackwater 
Explorer Rio 

Negro 

Floating  
Bungalow 
Madeira 

Floating  
Bungalow 
Rio Negro 

Rio Travessao 
Picapau Lodge 
Multi-Species 

Blackwater 
Adventurer 
Curicuriari 

Blackwater 
Adventurer 
Rio Negro 

Winter 2020 x Wednesday x Tuesday Monday x Tuesday All Combos 

Sep/Oct 2020 Monday x Wednesday x x Tuesday x All Combos 

Fall 2020 x Wednesday x Tuesday Monday x x All Combos 

Winter 2021 x Wednesday x Tuesday Friday x x All Combos 

Sep/Oct 2021 Monday x Thursday x x x Variable 

Fall 2021 x Wednesday x Friday Monday x x All Combos 

Winter 2022 x Wednesday x Thursday Monday x Tuesday All Combos 

Possible Trip 
Type Combina-

tions 

Amaz0n Tidbits - News from the RIVER 
  

Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon, 
is the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it.  This 
column will appear from time to time in an effort to report 
actual news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction. 

 

Acute Angling’s New “Client Portal” - Booking a trip with 
Acute Angling used to be just the first step in what was previ-
ously a rather involved preparatory process.  We are constantly 
trying to make our trips easier, more complete and more satis-
fying for our anglers.  So, as we do with all aspects of our trips, 
we’ve now turned our attention to tackling this long-standing 
pre-trip grind.  We have come up with a simple and elegant 
solution … Our new, online, Client Portal.  
     Instead of being greeted by a ten-pound pile of paperwork 
as in the past, you will now receive a simple set of credentials 
to access your own, private, on-line portal.  Once you log-on, 
you can handle all aspects of your trip prep at your own pace. 
Your portal will guide you, presenting and confirming each of 
the simple preparatory tasks for you as you complete the pre-
trip process.  You can specify diet preferences, special needs, 
travel preferences … you can even arrange your international 
flights directly through your personal portal.  Starting on Janu-
ary 1st, 2020,  every aspect of your trip will be at your finger-
tips.  And, if you need help or just don’t do computers, our 
staff will, as always, gladly handle it all for you. 
 
     

We Welcome Charlie Balfour to our staff. - We are pleased 
to announce that expert programmer and information specialist, 

Charlie Balfour has now joined our staff as Acute Angling’s 
first-ever CIO.  Charlie has acted as an independent  consultant 
and contractor for Acute Angling over the years and has been 
part of our online presence for many years.  Now that he is with 
us full-time, he’ll help us move forward more smoothly into the 
information age.  You can expect to see an increase in our pres-
ence in social media and perhaps a shiny new version of our 
website, coming soon. 
 
Fall 2021 - Winter 2022 Schedule Now Open - Although 
many of our trips or dates for the next season to come (fall 2020 
- winter 2021) fill well in advance of the season’s start, our 
newly minted 2021/22 season schedule is already available and 
will let you pick precisely what you want, if you’re looking a 
bit further out. If there’s an Amazon trip in your somewhat 
more distant future and specific dates or destinations are im-
portant, now is the time to get your space reserved ... and at 
today’s prices. See our website or call for more information. 
 
Group Programs - Want to close our yacht, bungalows, float-
ing hotel or lodge for your group exclusively? It’s easier than 
you think!  We have group programs for each of our trips that 
will let you hold a date and test the waters with your group be-
fore you finalize a trip. You can take all your fishing buddies 
along and no outsiders or make it just the family.  Group pro-
grams provide a range of significant benefits.  2020/21 dates 
will go fast once our show season begins this January! Now is 
the time to reserve space for yourself or your group.  



 

# Departs Manaus Returns Price  Availability   

2020-2021 Trip 

availability 
*Note - Available spaces are 
shown as of Nov. 12, 2019 

  

Dates NOT listed are full. 

Toll-free (866) 832-2987 - Paul Reiss - Ext. 1 or Garry Reiss - Ext. 2    
or email us at  webmaster@acuteangling.com 

*Note - Dates available for group programs 
 are denoted with a blue background. - open - 

                                                                                                                          

Remaining Winter 2020 - Trip Dates      2
0

2
0

   

DF-13 Jan. 30, 2020 Feb. 6 $5250 -  4 openings - 

DF-14 Feb. 6, 2020 Feb. 13 $5250 -  1 opening - 

DF-15 Feb. 13, 2020 Feb. 20 $5250 -  2 openings - 

F
a

ll 2
0
2
0

  

EF-02 Oct. 13th, 2020 Oct. 20 $5250 - open - 

EF-03 Oct. 20th, 2020 Oct. 27 $5250 - open - 

EF-04 Oct. 27th, 2020 Nov. 3 $5250 - open - 

EF-05 Nov. 3rd, 2020 Nov. 10 $5250 -  5 openings - 

Fall 2020 - Trip Dates     

EF-06 Nov. 10th, 2020 Nov. 17 $5250 - open - 

EF-07 Nov. 17th, 2020 Nov. 24 $5250 - open - 

EF-08 Nov. 24th, 2020 Dec. 1 $5250 - open - 

EF-09 Dec. 1st, 2020 Dec. 8 $5250 - open - 

EF-10 Dec. 8th, 2020 Dec. 15 $5250 - open - 

EF-11 Dec. 15th, 2020 Dec. 22 $5250 - open - 

   

$4250 - Double Occupancy 
$4750 - Single Occupancy 

                 Blackwater Explorer   
                           Amazon peacock bass  

                     $4750 - Double Occupancy  -  $5250 - Private Cabin 

# Departs Manaus Returns Price Availability 

  

   

D  This Season - Winter 2020 -  Remaining Spaces    

 W
in

ter ‘2
0

  

DN14 Jan. 15, 2020 Jan. 22 $4750 - 10 openings - 

DN20 Feb. 26, 2020 March 3 $4750 - 6 openings - 

DN21 March  4, 2020 March 11 $4750 - 7 openings - 

DN21 March 11, 2020 March 18 $4750 Full Group only 

Remaining Winter 2020 - Trip Dates     

2
0
2
0
  

DT-10 Dec. 13th, 2019 Dec. 20 $5750 - 4 openings - 

DT-12 Dec. 27th, 2019 Jan. 3, 2020 $5750 - 2 openings - 

DT-17 Jan. 31st, 2020 Feb. 7 $5750 - 1 opening - 

DT-18 Feb. 7th, 2020 Feb. 14 $5750 - 1 opening - 

E  Next Season - Fall 2020  - Igapó Aҫu Reserve - Available Spaces  

EI-1 Aug. 24, 2020 Aug. 31 $5750 - open - 

F
a

ll 2
0

2
0

  / W
in

ter 2
0

2
1

 S
ea

so
n 

EI-2 Aug. 31, 2020 Sept. 7 $5750 - 1 opening - 

EI-5 Sept. 7, 2020 Sept. 14 $5750 - 2 openings - 

D Fall 2020 / Winter 2021 - Rio Negro Basin -  Available Spaces    

EN3 Oct. 28, 2020 Nov. 4 $4750 - 6 openings - 

EN6 Nov. 18, 2020 Nov. 25 $4750 - open - 

EN7 Nov. 25, 2020 Dec. 2 $4750 - open - 

EN8 Dec. 2, 2020 Dec. 9 $4750 - 8 openings - 

EN9 Dec. 9, 2020 Dec. 16 $4750 - open - 

EN10 Dec. 16, 2020 Dec. 22 $4750 - open - 

Xmas Dec. 22, 2020 Dec. 29 $4750 - 8 openings - 

EN12 Dec. 29, 2020 Jan. 6, 2021 $4750 - 10 openings 

EN13 Jan. 6, 2021 Jan 13 $4750 - 12 openings 

EN15 Jan 20, 2021 Jan. 27 $4750 - 8 openings - 

EN17 Feb. 3, 2021 Feb. 10 $4750 - 8 openings - 

EN19 Feb. 17, 2021 Feb. 24 $4750 - open - 

EN20 Feb. 24, 2021 March 3 $4750 - open - 

EN21 March  3, 2021 March 10 $4750 - open - 

EI-6 Sept. 28, 2020 Oct. 5 $5750 - 6 openings - 

EI-5 Sept. 21, 2020 Sept. 28 $5750 - 3 openings - 

  Leaves Manaus Returns Price Availability 

 2
0
2

0
 

2020 Winter 2020  - Floatplane Only Access  

DA-12 Jan. 21, 2020 Jan. 28 $5950 - 4 openings - 

DA-13 Feb. 4, 2020 Feb. 11 $5950 - 4 openings - 

DA-15 Feb. 11 2020 Feb. 11 $5950 - open - 

Fall 2020 / Winter 2021 - Trip Dates     

F
a
ll 2

0
2
0
 / W

in
te

r 2
0

2
1

  

ET-01 Oct. 12th, 2020 Oct. 19 $5750 - 4 openings - 

ET-02 Oct. 19th, 2020 Oct. 26 $5750 - 2 openings - 

ET-03 Oct. 26th, 2020 Nov. 2 $5750 - 7 openings - 

ET-05 Nov. 9th, 2020 Nov. 16 $5750 - open - 

ET-06 Nov. 16th, 2020 Nov. 23 $5750 - open - 

ET-07 Nov. 23th, 2020 Nov. 30 $5750 - open - 

ET-09 Dec. 7th, 2020 Dec. 14 $5750 - 6 openings - 

ET-13 Jan. 4th, 2021 Dec. 14 $5750 - open - 

ET-14 Jan. 11th, 2021 Jan. 18 $5750 - open - 

ET-15 Jan. 18th, 2021 Jan. 25 $5750 - open - 

ET-16 Jan. 25th, 2021 Feb. 1 $5750 - 6 openings - 

ET-17 Feb 1st, 2021 Feb. 8 $5750 - open - 

ET-15 Feb. 8th, 2021 Feb. 15 $5750 - open - 

  Leaves Manaus Returns Price Availability 

F
a

ll 2
0

2
0

 

2020 Fall 2020  - Giant Peacock Bass  

EC-02 Sept. 1, 2020 Sept. 8 $7950 Full Group Only 

EC-03 Sept. 8, 2020 Sept. 15 $7950 -  3 openings - 

EC-04 Sept.15, 2020 Sept. 22 $7950 -  4 openings - 

EC-07 Oct. 6 2020 Oct. 13 $7950 - open - 

EC-10 Oct. 27 2020 Nov. 4 $7950 Full Group Only 

mailto:webmaster@acuteangling.com



