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Blackwater Explorer Issue

With its dry season just getting underway, the Amazon basin already has
had a remarkable year of ups and
downs - water levels that is. No sooner
did our fishing operation adapt to one
set of conditions, than things changed
abruptly, leaving us to adapt once
again. Thanks to the Blackwater Explorer’s extraordinary mobility and our
unhesitating willingness to move
quickly, we succeeded in making superb lemonade from a relentless on…. Winter Notes ....
z Blackwater Explorer Issue - We
have devoted this issue to our Blackwater Explorer yacht trips,. Not only are
they the best value in the Amazon, but
we proudly promise they’ll provide
unparalleled quality, unremitting personal
service and consistently productive
fishing. Read on and learn about the
best way to enjoy the trip of a lifetime.
z Fishing Shows - Come and see us at
three great fishing shows this winter.
We’ll be attending the Safari Club International convention in Reno, NV, Jan
26—Jan. 29. From March 3—6, we’ll be
present at the Fishing Exposition in
Suffern, NY. Or come visit us at the
Toronto Sportsmen's show in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, from March 16—20.
We always have special offers and great
deals available at shows.

Inside this issue:
Fall 2010 Fishing Report

…1

The Best Food in the Amazon

…2

Blackwater Explorer Guides

…2

It’s More than Just Fishing

…3

Client Trophy Photos.

…4

Rio Tucano Exploratory Trip

…5

Amazon Tidbits - News

…6

Fishing Report Continued

…6

Our 2011-12 Trip Schedule

…7

slaught of weather related lemons. Although we had to log 1700 miles during
only 6 weeks of fishing, the results
proved that every inch we travelled was
more than worthwhile.
Our first fall group arrived as water
was falling rapidly. They fished the Rio
Caures as the water literally ran out from
under them. Yet they succeeded in
catching 847 peacock bass up to 18
pounds. The team of Steve Dyer of
Canutillo, TX, and Jim McVay of Del

Fall 2010 Fishing Report
time it was a welcome event, since it put enough
Rio, TX, guided by Branco, caught a total of
water back in the tributary systems to make
239 fish. The big fish of the week was caught
them fishable once again. We wasted no time,
by Steve Dyer.
By the time the second group arrived, water immediately cranking up the diesel and motoring almost 250 miles
levels had dropped
to Santa Isabel
so precipitously that John Finocchiario is singing in
where we entered
it was no longer pos- the rain with his 24 lb. trophy.
and ascended the Rio
sible to reenter the
Urubaxi, a fishery
Caures. So, the Exnotorious for its
plorer headed for
combination of low
greener (or should I
numbers and large
say wetter) pastures
size. It proved true
and fished two Rio
to type, yielding
Negro Paranás, Cafewer fish per angler
chuero and Floresta
per day, but also
and the Rio Bafuana.
producing an inordiThe group produced
nate number of big
great numbers for a
trophies up to 24
heavily stained
pounds During the
black-water fishery.
week, Jerry Bennett
Dirk Dahlke of
Hickory Creek, TX and Wilson Cox of Duluth, of Springfield , MO and David Fitton, of Harrison, AR, guided by Branco, caught 183 fish,
GA, guided by Sebastian, led all anglers with
413 fish between them, while Dirk also landed with Jerry leading the charge with the aforementioned 24 pound monster.
the weeks largest fish at 20 pounds
Week four saw waters dropping once again!
By week three, a significant pulse of water
We continued fishing the Urubaxi until once
descended from upriver of the Sao Gabriel reagain, it seemed as though someone had pulled
gion and sent the Rio Negro rising. Although
the plug on the river.
rising water is usually our worst enemy, this
Continued on Page 6
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The Finest Food in the Amazon
Sure, you're a fisherman and you'd probably be happy surviving on beer and potato chips if that was all you got on an Amazon peacock
bass fishing trip - but that's not what you'll experience on the Blackwater Explorer Yacht. You'll enjoy a wide variety of gourmet meals,
prepared in our fully equipped, restaurant style kitchen. We bake our own fresh bread, we make our own cakes, pies pastries and frozen
desserts, right on board. If dieting is on your mind, you'll be in trouble here, because no one leaves lighter than when they came.

Breakfast

Awaken to the aroma of potent Brazilian
coffee and a delicious breakfast with
eggs, pancakes, bacon, sausage, pastries
and exotic fresh tropical fruit.

Lunch

Dinner

Pack a hearty lunch to enjoy during the fishing
day. Select from Brazilian specialty salgadas,
fresh fish, meats or just a simple ham and
cheese or peanut butter and jelly sandwich.

After a full day of fishing, step off your bass
boat onto the Explorer's water level deck and
an ice cold "caipirinha" finds its way into
your hand. Enjoy appetizers and fishing tales
at the Explorer's upstairs bar during "Happy
Meals include a full range of beverages, from tropical juices to Coca Cola to hot tea.
Hour" and then, a full course dinner in the
Wine, beer, cocktails and a variety of liquors are always available at our open bar. The
Explorer's Brazilian hardwood dining room.
Blackwater Explorer is a floating gourmet experience in every sense of the phrase.

The Blackwater Explorer Guides
Simply the Best, Most Experienced Guides in the Amazon
All have had careful training and most have 10 or more years experience. Our guides are familiar with both fly and
conventional tackle and they are pleased to provide limitless assistance and guidance to our angling clients.

Altemar

Antonio

Evaldo

Glade

Cidoka

Branco

Pingo

Sebastian

Experts in boat handling and placement, fish location, lure selection, tackle, technique, and every aspect of
peacock bass fishing, our knowledgeable guides are an important key to your fishing success.
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More Than Just Awesome Fishing
The Amazon basin is the world's largest primeval wilderness. Not only is it home to the world's fiercest fighting fish, but it is a place of incomparable beauty, enduring mystery and incomprehensible contradictions. No visit here is complete without an opportunity to experience some of the
Amazon's above-water wonders. On the Blackwater Explorer, you'll be given every opportunity to see, feel and be part of this spectacular place.

Visit an
Amazon
Village

Learn About Amazon Biodiversity
Many small, simple villages are scattered
throughout the Blackwater Explorer’s
fisheries. Indigenous Amazonian peoples
live a unique riverine life style here. We
are privileged to visit these villages, interact with their people and understand a
culture usually invisible to outsiders.

Attend after dinner lectures and learn the
basic facts about the Amazon, how it
came to be and the nature of its wildlife.
For those anglers interested in in-depth
analysis of the remarkable peacock bass,
scientific seminars detailing its life history and behavior are available.

Try Your Hand at
Monster Catfish

The Amazon is home to big, powerful redtail catfish, sleek, fast sorubim
and several other species of giant
catfish. Take an afternoon or evening to try your hand at these beasts.
Everything is calm and relaxed until
your line starts whizzing into the
sunset. Then the battle is on!

Enjoy a Delicious
Shore Lunch
Nothing beats grilled fish fresh out of the water. Our guides can turn
your morning's extra catch into a delicious shore lunch, barbecued on
the spot, Amazonian style. Sit back, relax and enjoy the experience.

Take an
Exciting
Spotlighting Excursion

The jungle comes to life at night and wildlife is easier to encounter. Using powerful
lights, our guides spot caiman and dive
athletically into the river to capture them.
Don't worry, it's strictly a catch and release affair and nobody, including the
caiman, gets hurt. Bring your camera.
This is not to be missed.
Get your feet on the
ground and take a
hike in the jungle.
Visit the riverside
"igapó" and hike in
to see the sights in
the renowned "terra
firme" primary
forest.

Hike in the Rainforest

Beth Herring

Mike McNutt

Blackwater Ex
Lloyd Mercer

Charles Wentzel

Dave Brafford

Ralp

Jim Gilmore

Rick Warren

Dirk Dahlke

Ron Cooper

Jeff Berzon

Jack Bingleman
Bingleman
Jack

John Finocchiario

Roland Norton
Mike Buccola

Mike
Buccola

xplorer Trophies

Brad Arnold

Helen Kerekes

Bread Arnold

Victor
Rosetta

h Graham

Floyd Lane

Steve Dyer

Don Mitzel

Marvin Chernosky
Joe Morante

Jim Butters

Terry Tucker

Peter Norris

Jim Butters

Mike Buccola
Steve
Ahrenberg

Bill Barootes
Rick Persson
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Amazon Tidbits - News from the RIVER
Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon, is
the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it. This column will appear from time to time in an effort to report actual
news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction.
The Falling Dollar rises again! - After steadily falling against the
Brazilian Real for two straight years, the dollar has finally stopped its
decline, for the moment at least. New Brazilian Central Bank policies, designed to keep the rising Real in check, have also successfully
maintained the dollar’s exchange position, even providing a modest
recovery of some of its lost value. This is good for us and even better
for peacock bass anglers. After having planned across-the-board
price increases for the upcoming season, we’re pleased to announce,
instead, that we’ll be able to keep prices steady while exchange rates
hold. So if you’ve got a trip in mind for next season, now is the time
to make your reservations. Buy yourself a fishing present at a great
price, while it lasts.
Back to the Igapo Acu, again! - One of the Amazon’s finest peacock bass fisheries, the vast Igapo Acu region has been closed to angling for five years. The only exception was a single visit we were
allowed three years ago, when we launched the Blackwater Explorer
yacht. Renowned for its extraordinary numbers, this fishery is also
the home of superb trophy peacocks, ranging well into the twenty
pound class. The Igapo Acu is truly the fishery with everything.
With three weeks available to us in September of 2011, we’ve decided to bring the Blackwater Explorer back to the site of its first
expedition. Our shallow draft yacht is the perfect tool to take advantage of the gigantic system’s widely varied fisheries. And, with our
great mobility, anglers can partake of four different rivers and the

gigantic Lago Tacuia do Igapo Acu. These highly productive trips
will sell out quickly, so make your reservation today.
Website Progress Report - by Garry Reiss - As anglers well
know, whenever a new or improved gadget comes along, their
first impulse is to investigate it, try it and see how it works. Well,
we have been working on our website improvements over the past
year and many of our new “web-gadgets” are ready for you to try.
We think you’ll like what you see.
Our Interactive Video Theater has been completed and can be
found directly from our home page or from within our photo and
video section. Here you can access a complete and comprehensive menu of all of our videos. There is a streaming photo gallery
that will bring you to the video of your choice as well as a complete listing by topic to choose from. We will be adding more
videos to our library as we progress through 2011 and we hope
that you will investigate, learn and be amazed at the awesome
fishes and natural beauty of the Amazon.
Another new feature that is now available is the “Google Site
Search” that will allow you to find the information that you are
looking for in our content-rich website by entering a key word or
phrase. By simply typing in the topic of interest, you will have
access to an instant directory of all of the articles, web pages and
media relating to your search.
Finally, in keeping with this issue’s focus on the Blackwater
Explorer yacht, come and visit the newly added BWE section in
our website. We display all the details of the Amazon experience
you will have, right down to the daily menus, for the peacock bass
trip that is absolutely the best value in the Amazon.

Blackwater Explorer Fishing Report (cont.)
……….. Continued from Page 1

anyway, equipped with deadly lures and an intense fishing drive. As
they arrived, dropping waters allowed us to descend once again toAfter spending four days there, low water forced us out, so the
ward the Rio Caures system, right where we began. This time, with
yacht descended the Rio Negro to probe the Silva Paraná. The
conditions improving daily, we wended a circuitous route to allow
father and son team of Mark and John Finocchiario, of Fort Lee
and Branchville, NJ, guided by Glade, outperformed everyone with our group to experience different waters and different fisheries every
day. The results proved excellent. The husband and wife team of
a total of 343 peacock bass. It seems that fishing hard enough to
Ann and Roland Norton
lead in numbers also gives
caught 225 fish. Roland also
you a leg up on catching
Fall 2010 Blackwater Explorer Results
landed the largest trophy of
the biggest fish, as occurred in the first three
Statistics
Gp. 1
Gp. 2
Gp. 3
Gp. 4
Gp. 5
Gp. 6
Totals the week, at 22 lbs.
With our winter season
groups. That’s just what
Total Peacocks
847
1886
893
1394
882
890
6792
now underway, hopefully
John Finocchiario did in
Biggest Fish
18 lb. 20 lb.
24 lb.
24 lb.
18 lbs.
22 lb.
24 lb. the weather spirits have
week four, with a 24 lb.
made up their minds about
monster. Are you starting Trophies/group
17
41
40
48
16
34
196
what they want to throw at
to see a pattern here?
8
15
10
13
14
11
71 us. Sure we can respond to
Week five saw the wa- Anglers/group
ters once again rising rap- Avg. # /angler
106
128
89
107
63
81
96 anything, but it would nice
to rest on our laurels for just
idly, as two days of intense
rain preceded the arrival of River System(s) Caures Caures Negro/ Urubaxi Negro/ Caures Summary a little while with steadily
/Negro Urubaxi /Negro Urubaxi /Negro
dropping water. You can be
a group of anglers led by
sure of one thing however, the Blackwater Explorer’s primary goal is
Walter Oster of Toronto, Canada. The group of mostly Canadian
to provide the best possible fishing experience in the safest, most
anglers (yeah, they brought a few token Americans along) had to
comfortable manner. We will expend our efforts, first and foremost,
fish hard to overcome the rising waters, but they succeeded quite
to bring you to the most productive peacock bass fishing waters in
admirably, with respectable numbers and beautiful trophies. Bill
the Amazon, at any time during our season, regardless of the effort
Barootes and Walter Maxymiw of Toronto landed 159 peacocks
between them, while fellow Canadian, Jack Bingleman, guided by and expense necessary to get you there. With this accomplished, our
staff will ensure that your trip is the fishing trip of a lifetime, with
Evaldo, landed the largest fish of the week at 18 pounds
unequaled comfort, luxury and service. Join us!
The very next week, the Zambians invaded. Well, 11 of them

2011 - 12 Trip Schedules & Prices
brazil Amazon season schedule
Blackwater Explorer - peacock bass trips
Fall 2011 / winter 2012

*Note - Available
spaces shown as
of Feb. 1, 2011

Exploratory - giant peacock trip
Rio Tucano reserve - fall 2011

#

Leaves Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

#

Departs Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

1

Sept. 14, 2011

Sept. 21

$4250

- open -

E1

Sept. 15th, 2011

Sept. 22nd

$5750

- Full -

2

Sept. 21, 2011

Sept. 28

$4250

- Full -

E2

Sept. 22nd, 2011

Sept. 29th

$5750

- 3 openings -

3

Sept. 28, 2011

Oct. 5

$4250

- Full -

E3

Sept. 29th, 2011

Oct. 6th

$5750

- 1 opening -

4

Oct. 7, 2011

Oct. 14

$4250

- Full -

E4

Oct. 6th, 2011

Oct. 27th

$5750

- Full -

5

Oct. 14, 2011

Oct. 21

$4250

- Full -

E5

Oct. 27th, 2011

Nov. 3rd

$5750

- 4 openings -

6

Oct. 21, 2011

Oct. 28

$4250

- 8 openings -

E6

Nov. 3rd, 2011

Nov. 10th

$5750

- 6 openings -

7

Oct. 28, 2011

Nov. 4

$4250

- Full -

8

Nov. 4, 2011

Nov. 11

$4250

- 8 openings -

9

Nov. 11, 2011

Nov. 18

$4250

- Full -

10

Nov. 18, 2011

Nov. 25

$4250

- Full -

11

Nov. 25, 2011

Dec. 2

$4250

- Full -

12

Dec. 2, 2011

Dec. 9

$4250

- open -

13

Dec. 9, 2011

Dec. 16

$4250

- open -

14

Dec. 16, 2011

Dec. 30

Closed

Happy Holidays

15

Dec. 30, 2011

Jan. 6, 2012

$4250

- Full -

16

Jan. 6, 2012

Jan. 13

$4250

- Full -

#

Departs Manaus

Area

Price

Availability

17

Jan. 13, 2012

Jan. 20

$4250

- 12 openings -

RP

August

Rio Marmelos

$4850

- open -

18

Jan. 20, 2012

Jan. 27

$4250

- Full -

RM

Sept. - Oct,

Rio Madeira

$4395/4850

- open -

19

Jan. 27, 2012

Feb. 3

$4250

- open -

RN

Nov. - Jan.

Rio Negro

$4395

- open -

20

Feb. 3, 2012

Feb. 10

$4250

- 4 openings -

RT

February

Rio Tapera

$4850

- open -

21

Feb. 10, 2012

Feb. 17

$4250

- open -

22

Feb. 17, 2012

Feb. 24

$4250

- Full -

23

Feb. 24, 2012

Mar. 2

$4250

- open -

24

Mar. 2, 2012

Mar. 9

$4250

- open -

25

Mar. 9, 2012

Mar. 16

$4250

- open -

Multi-species variety - Safari Camp - 2012
#

Departs Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

T1

Jan. 12, 2012

Jan. 19

$4550

- open -

T2

Jan. 19, 2012

Jan. 26

$4550

- open -

T3

Jan. 26, 2012

Feb. 2

$4550

- open -

T4

Feb. 2, 2012

Feb. 9

$4550

- open -

T5

Feb. 9, 2012

Feb. 16

$4550

- open -

River plate fly-in, floating camps - 2011

Please Note - Peacock bass fishing is controlled by ambient conditions.
In order to ensure a quality experience and productive fishing for our
clients, projected river and date combinations are always subject to
change due to several factors; access to the fishery named, changing
weather conditions and optimal water levels. If factors prevent the use
of a planned region or fishery on specified dates, an alternative fishery
may be used, or alternative dates and/or rainchecks may be offered.

2011—12 worldwide trip options
RIO PARISMINA LODGE - TARPON AND MORE - 2009/10

Thai / Malaysia snakehead expedition - 2011
Snakehead, Asian carp, Mekong catfish, jungle perch

#

Fishing Days

Format

Price

Availability

P3

3 days

2 per room

$2100

- year round -

P4

4 days

2 per room

$2550

- year round -

P5

7 days

2 per room

$3850

- year round -

#

Departs Bangkok

Returns

Price

Availability

S1

March, 2012

7 days later

$4550

- open -

S2

April, 2012

7 days later

$4550

- open -

freshwater Golden Dorado - Argentina

freshwater Golden Dorado - Argentina
#

Depart Buenos Aires

Fishing Days

Price

Availability

#

Depart Buenos Aires

Fishing Days

Price

Availability

DZ

La Zona

4 Days

$4250

- open -

DC

Corrientes

3 to 7 Days

Variable

- open -

Join us on the fishing trip of a lifetime!

Toll-free, Paul Reiss - (866) 832-2987

Garry Reiss - (866) 431-1668
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