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Fall 2013 Fishing Report
Great fishing is underway !
Our exclusive Rio “Igapo Açu” peacock bass trips are
truly something special. Each year, we start our season in September and early October with these uniquely configured packages. Limited to 8 anglers per week (that’s all the floatplane carries), these exclusive trips provide unmatched access to literally
hordes of battling peacock bass – We catch higher numbers of
fish here than in any other fishery we visit! But there’s much,
much more. You’ll experience unparalleled isolation in a mag-

…. Fall Notes ....
Fishing Shows - Come and see us at
nine great fishing shows this winter. We’ll
start off the New Year at the Dallas
Safari Club show, Jan. 9th - 12th. From
there, we head to Denver CO, Jan. 16th 19th. Next is Chicago, IL, Jan. 22nd 26th. The Safari Club International extravaganza in Las Vegas, NV, runs from
Feb. 4th - 8th. You can visit us in Philadelphia, PA from Feb. 13th - 16th. Next,
we head to Springfield, MA, Feb. 20th 23rd. We’ll also be present at the Fishing
Exposition in Suffern, NY from Feb. 27th
- Mar. 2nd. We cross the country to
attend the Fred Hall Show in Los Angeles, CA from Mar. 5th - 9th. Finally, we
head to Salt Lake City, UT from Mar.
13th - 16th. We’d love to talk with you
about peacock bass fishing and our great
trips. We always have special offers,
interesting seminars and great deals
available at these shows.
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nificent wilderness. Literally hundreds of miles of pristine peacock
laden waters, surrounded by endless stretches of virgin forest. You’ll
enjoy unsurpassed service from our polished and experienced staff.
You’ll relax in comfort in your roomy single occupancy cabin with
private bath and personal thermostats. Ah, and the food! It’s really
something special. You’ll ruin your diet on the unexpected variety of
delicious meals, excellent wines and the “jungle-elegant” presentation
in our exotic-wood paneled, air-conditioned dining room.

Season Opens in the “Igapo Açu”
The enormous Igapo Açu fishery requires
great mobility. That is, of course, the Blackwater
Explorer’s forte. Capable of covering over 100
miles overnight, it can make short work of this
huge place. With a giant flooded forest lake and 3
long rivers in the system, the Igapo Açu always
presents options, regardless of gross water levels
... if you can move quickly to where the action is.
In a lowlands fishery there is a great benefit to being able to access
differing gradients.
When the system has
higher gross water levels
than usual, we move into
the various feeder rivers’
headwaters, taking adJoe
vantage of the relatively Bollinger,
shallow water provided of Costa
by the higher gradient.
Rica and Chicago with
an Igapo Acu trophy
As the system empties,
we target the deeper
water provided by the river mouths and the enormous central lake. This great mobility allows us to
stay in the system’s “sweet spot” regardless of
changing conditions and simultaneously provides
anglers with new waters to explore every single
fishing day.
As always, this flexibility served us very
well. On our first group’s arrival, we immediately
began to ascend and explore the fishing on the
magnificent Rio Matupiri, a lagoon studded

river that wends its way north from its headwaters
and drains into Lago Tacquia, the centerpiece of
the Igapo Acu fishery. Taking advantage of great
numbers of prespawn fish staging in lagoon
mouths, the first group caught 1917 peacocks,
averaging roughly 250 fish per angler. Mike Corrigan of Inverness, IL capped off the week with an
18 pound trophy.
The second group,
with 8 anglers fishing,
caught a total of 1647
peacocks. The big fish of
the week, a gorgeous 21
pounder was landed by
Mary Neff of Cheboygan,
MI as the boat made its
way down the Matupiri,
through enormous Lago
Tacquia and into the Rio
Igapo Acu
A week later, our
third group of anglers
arrived by Cessna Caravan float plane, landing
right on the flooded forest lake and deplaning
within yards of the yacht. We reversed our previous route and began fishing newly exposed structure in the region’s complex and convoluted lagoons. The
group averaged 1342
Only 9
fish per angler and
spaces Max.
8
another 21 pounder
left for
anglers emerged (cont. on pg. 2)
2014!
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Igapo Açu Peacock Bass Bonanza
at the hands of Kenneth Bakely of Huntly, IL, capping off the week’s
numerous trophy peacock bass.
Our fourth group landed on the Upper Rio Matupiri, boarded the
Blackwater Explorer and immediately went to work sampling the fish
population in waters that we hadn’t yet explored. With a contingent of
new fishermen leading the pace, the numbers once again were superb
with 891 peacocks and 25 trophy fish. The big fish of the week was an
18 lbs., caught by Frank Spane of Arroyo Grande, CA. This week produced more big trophies per angler than most people’s arms can handle.

(cont’d)

We’ll be back again next season. We plan on 4 weeks here during
September and early October, once again in this very special format.
There will be only 8 anglers per group, arriving directly by floatplane.
This logistic allows us to offer each angler a comfortable private cabin,
the luxury and style of the Blackwater Explorer and an opportunity to
enjoy this most amazing and exclusive fishery.
Only 9 places remain available for 2014 at $5250 per angler. As
always, use of our Loomis rods, Shimano reels and incredible numbers
of hard-fighting peacock bass are all included, at no extra charge.

The Igapo Acu Peacock Bass Route
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In 1540, Francisco de Orellana became the first European
manatee and the giant, prehistoric, air-breathing piraruccu
to journey down the Amazon. Almost 500 years later, each
(arapaima). Peacock bass of all sizes can be found in its
September, the Blackwater Explorer yacht begins its own seashallow standing timber, along its deep points and in its sersonal Amazon journey, retracing a portion of Orellana’s route.
pentine feeder streams. Even when water levels elsewhere in
The Amazon basin makes its own weather with a yearly cy- the Amazon are running high, this strange and complex place
cle of flood and dry. The optimal season for peacock bass fish- provides superb conditions for peacock bass.
ing follows directly behind the dropping waters. As the floods
To the west, at the lake’s headwaters lies it’s main feeder
begin to withdraw from the southern part of the basin in June
river, the Rio Agapo Acu and from the south at the lake’s outand July, the Rio Madeira drainage becomes transformed into
let, the massive Rio Matupiri joins the system. Together with
the hottest fishery in South America during the
the broad Rio Tupana entering from the north, these gormonths of September and October. And that’s
geous pristine waterways offer anglers more than 300 miles of
Area of
exactly where you’ll find us.
totally uninhabited, lagoon studded fishery. There’s more
Detail
The yacht’s journey begins on the main stems
structure and fish habitat here than a dedicated angler can
of the Amazon and the Madeira Rivers, the sucover in a lifetime of casting.
perhighways of the Basin, As in centuries past,
This vast system is contained in an indigenous reserve
the waters are still clouded with suspended particles washed
and closed to both commercial fishing and the general public.
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spread before you, not a single
more fish-holding strucelectric light diminishes the brilture on the rivers themliance of the starscape at night,
selves.
except of course, us. We’re relaxNew sights, new exing in air-conditioned comfort,
periences and new fishsipping a caipirinha (Brazil’s naing water to explore
tional drink) in our yacht’s lounge as it steams its way along the greet the peacock bass angler every day in this amazing
fantastic river systems of the Igapo Acu.
place. At any given moment, there are areas with perfect waAt the center of the system lies the unique and mysterious, ter levels here. The Blackwater Explorer’s great mobility,
fish-laden Lago Tacquia. A vast 40 mile long flooded forest,
combined with the region’s huge range of water types, allows
Tacuia is a lake without real shorelines. It’s convoluted flooded us to probe this entire vast system, find the best conditions
forest structure provides cover not only for peacock bass, but
and concentrate our efforts where the fish are. Our anglers
for a wide range of Amazonian aquatic species. “Tucuxi” and
are assured of the greatest possible opportunity for success
“boto” dolphins patrol its open waters, while the quiet flats hold and fulfillment on their trip of a lifetime.
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Our FloatinG BunGalows Go where the action is!

Preliminary Fishing Report - Our floating bungalow camp sea- territory. All in all, a stupendous first week of fishing.
The second week started off much the same way. Alfonso
son is just getting underway, but the early results are in and they’re
superb. Our first group arrived just as our
Arroyo of Oakland, CA. landed a 22
Trophy peacocks are
We put
camp settled into place on a beautiful,
pounder within hours of the group’s arrival
exactly what we
you right on a Cessna Caravan floatplane, once
white sand headwater’s beach. Like kids in
designed our
where the again, before the first scheduled day of
a candy store, they had their gear together
and were heading off to fish almost before
fishing. The next day saw a 19 pounder
camps for.
action is.
the floatplane’s wake had time to settle.
and a pair of teeners added to the list.
Apparently, that was the right way to go,
The rest of the results will have to wait
because the first of the group’s nine 20+
until our next issue, since “yours truly” had
pound trophies was landed before the first
to leave the group to return to his hosting
official day of fishing even started! As the
duties on our other trophy peacock bass
week unfolded, eight more 20+ lb. beasts
operation—the Blackwater Explorer yacht.
were added to the total, with a 24 lb. monWater levels were dropping slowly when I
ster caught by Bill Barootes of Toronto,
left, so fishing conditions should stay just
Canada, topping the list. With perfect waas good for the rest of our floating bungater levels, it was a week where anglers had
low groups. We’ll bring you up to date as
their choice of tactics. Peacock Bass Ratthe results come in.
tle jigs, as usual, were the numbers producIf exciting peacock bass fishing in
ers along with a good share of the giant
unique and isolated fisheries is your cup
trophies. Big prop baits produced the vioof tannin-stained water, then this is your
lent surface strikes that have become so
fishing trip. Our mobile floating bungalow
famous and a whole range of swimming
camp puts you right where the action is.
plugs rounded out the catch statistics. Over 650 peacocks were
Contact Paul or Garry Reiss at (866) 832-2987 or email us at:
webmaster@acuteangling.com. Agent inquiries are welcome.
caught by 8 anglers with over 15% of them in double digit trophy

Why select our Fly-in Floating Bungalow trip?
By Wellington Melo
Besides picking an airline and selecting lures, rods, reels and
clothes, Amazon anglers have to give some thought to the tool
they choose to bring them to their ideal fishery. Rivers vary in
character and water levels will fluctuate with climatic conditions, so
good fishing may only be available in certain places. Just as no
single construction tool is suitable for every construction job, no
single means of access is suitable for every peacock bass fishery.
So, to maximize our capabilities, we operate three specialized
fishing tools; Our highly mobile Blackwater Explorer yacht; our
ground-based safari camps; and our fly-in floating bungalows.
The floating camp is a highly specialized mechanism that allows us to get to locations where our yacht simply can’t navigate,
while offering the mobility and comfort a ground based camp can’t
deliver. We use our floating bungalows only when and where we
are confident that we can find the conditions to be successful in a
fishery inaccessible by other means. Although, they share many of
the same amenities as our yacht, such as private bathrooms, hot
showers and air-conditioning, they are far more physically in contact with the jungle itself. And, although the unique floating units
allow the entire camp to move and are designed to access some
of the Amazon's more inaccessible water, they cannot match the
high speed and mobility of the mothership operation.
So why use them? Because this is the perfect fishing tool to
put us into otherwise unattainable locations where some of the

Amazon’s biggest fish have never seen a lure. Once properly
located on a productive river they can move as much as 35 miles
a day following the best fishing conditions up and down a river,
while simultaneously providing anglers with consistently fresh,
fish-filled waters within a headwaters river system. They end
result is a trip with a somewhat higher productivity risk, but a potentially greater reward. This is for the angler who’s been to the
Amazon before and wants to go where others don’t in pursuit of
his or her own holy fishing grail.
Even more importantly, this tool comes complete with its
own expert operator! After nearly two decades of partnership
and with nearly 40 years of experience combined between its two
partners, this tool gets the job done. We own, operate and manage this tool and we (either Wellington Melo or Paul Reiss - or
both) are here to make sure that you get the most out of your trip.
We’re on site with you, constantly assessing conditions, optimizing locations, providing fishing guidance and just plain helping
you to get the most out of your Amazon angling experience.
Our Floating Bungalows can operate from October through
January. Their increased logistical challenges make them a bit
more expensive than our mothership operation, but they are well
worth the potential payoff in concentrated trophy fishing opportunities. Our groups begin operating in mid-October and spaces
are available throughout our operating schedule Contact Paul or
Garry Reiss at (866) 832-2987. Agent inquiries are welcome.

Amazon Fringe Expeditions’ floating bungalow
camp can move as much as 35 miles in a day.
Our air-conditioned cabins are parked on beautiful, white sand beaches. Anglers are delivered right to camp in a Cessna Caravan floatplane.

↑ Air-conditioned cabins with private bathrooms and hot showers ↑

Floating dining room ↑

Arriving anglers ↑

Blackwater Explorer Rio Negro - Fall Trophies

See page 6 for
fishing report

Dave Terpenning,
Forsythe,
MO
20 lb.
Brent
Moreland
Missouri
City, TX.

Steve
Bjerke,
Mankato,
MN

Chris
Bjerke,
Mankato,
MN

21 lb.
Dan Bissell,
Lincoln, NEand Denny
Bissell,
Forsythe,
MO

Ron
Richardson,
Harrison, AR

21 lb.

Helen
Kerekes,
Califon,
NJ

Helen
Kerekes,
Califon,
NJ,

Eduardo Martinez, Cordoba,
Argentina

J.P.
Latham,
Arlington, TX,
22 lb.

Jim Troupis,
Cross Plains,
WI

David Latham,
Arlington, TX,

26 lb.
Andy Sabin,
East Hampton,
NY

24 lb.

Chuck Nofsiger, Forsythe,
MO

Blackwater Explorer - Igapo Açu Trophies

Frank
Spane,
Arroyo
Grande,
CA

Kenneth
Bakely,
Chicago, IL

Christine
Spane,
Arroyo
Grande,
CA

Mike Corrigan,
Inverness, IL

Safely releasing a trophy peacock is
almost as satisfying as catching it!

Ron
Richardson,
Harrison, AK

Mary Neff,
Cheboygan, MI

Steven Price,
Robbinsville, NJ

Rich
Breidenbach,
Hillsdale,
NJ

Floating Bungalow Trip - Trophy Gallery
Bill Barootes,
Toronto, ON,
Canada

Bungalow Camp Angler report

Russell Tanaka,
Honolulu, HI

Paul
Thanks for a great trip and
here are some stats for your
newsletter:

24 lb.

Walter
Maxymiw,
Etobicoke,
ON, Canada

1. - Bill and I fished for 6.5
days.
2. - total fish count 229 with
about 180 being (Cichla temensis) Peacock bass.
3. - 6 fish 20 lbs or over (Bill
caught 4 and I caught 2).
4. - Bills biggest was 24 lbs
(upper left photo).
Let me close by saying you
have a fantastic crew with
Wellington in the lead.
See you again.
Max
Walter Maxymiw
Etobicoke, ON, Canada

Nelson Okumura,
Kaluhui, Hawaii

22 lb.
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Amazon Tidbits - News from the RIVER
Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon, is
the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it. This column will appear from time to time in an effort to report actual
news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction.

Special - Three New Holiday Season Trip Discounts!
1. School Winter Vacation Trip and Student Discount - We’re
often asked if we can run trips during school vacations. Of course,
we have to answer negatively, since quality giant peacock (Cichla
temensis) waters are flooded and unavailable during the summer
months. However, this season we are adjusting our calendar to allow
us to say yes during the Christmas/New Year’s holiday period. Our
transfer dates will approximate U.S. school Christmas vacation dates,
allowing angler’s to take their elementary and high school age children (and grandchildren) along on the fishing trip of a lifetime.
To celebrate the occasion and to make it easier for parents to bring
along their young anglers, we’ve come up with an extraordinary discount offer. Any one school age child accompanied by an adult and
sharing double occupancy can join us at 1/2 price. A school age child
can fish absolutely for free when accompanied by two adults!
If you’ve always wanted to share the incredible Amazon and the
incredible fishing experience it delivers with a special youngster, this
is the time to do it. *Please note, we will only operate this very special trip during the holiday season with a minimum of 5 adult anglers.
2. Holiday Gift Discount - Want to give that someone special the
most incredible holiday gift ever? Want to save big bucks doing it?

Book an amazing peacock bass fishing trip on the luxurious Blackwater Explorer yacht as a holiday gift and we'll give you a 15% holiday
discount just for being a generous gift giver That's a present for everyone! Simply show us proof that you're paying and someone else is
travelling and this special holiday discount will apply. This offer applies only to trips booked before Dec. 25th, 2013 but for any dates
within the next 18 months.
3. New Year’s Short Notice Deal - Several spaces remain in several of our January and February groups. We will make these available at a 10% “short notice” discount to anglers who can book prior
to January 1, 2014. In order to take advantage of these spaces, we
recommend that you have a current Brazilian visa already in hand.
You must call us for specific dates and details. (866) 832-2987.

Blackwater Explorer Just Keeps Getting Better - Back when our
beautiful air-conditioned yacht was still in the planning stages, we
were certain we had thought of everything to make it the perfect peacock bass fishing mothership. Seven years later, we realize that we
did really well, but there’s always something more that can be done.
So each year we’ve tweaked the way we do things, added features
and generally helped the boat improve as it ages, like a fine wine.
Speaking of fine wines, we’ve stocked our cellar with an array of
excellent Argentinian “Malbec” and Portuguese “Alentejo” wines.
This year we’ve upgraded our bar and lounge area with a full wet
bar. We’ve added new serving space to our food service area and
new specialties to our menu, including a “grilled tambaqui” barbeque. Great meals, great service and great ambience. Who’da guessed!

Great Trips Still Available for January-February
Blackwater Explorer - Our season here is just getting underway, and we’re off to a great start! Due to the nature of the Rio Negro
tributaries we fish, the tendency here is for good numbers of fish with
a very high top end size. That’s exactly what we’re seeing so far with

Big Payara are just one
Travessao’s many
predators.

of the Rio
fierce

Rio Travessao If you think you’ve already
ing trips, but you’ve not yet

averages hovering around 150 peacocks/angler and fish in the 20
pound class caught every week. The photos on page 4 show some of
the early trophies landed. As more data becomes available, we’ll have
a full report in our next issue of “Fishing News”. Of course, there’s
still time for you to join us here this season and see for yourself.
The Blackwater
Explorer fishes
Amazon
waters
holding
the
world’s
largest
peacock
bass.

done it all when it comes to fishsampled the finned challengers on

our Amazon mountain river Variety Safari trip, then you’re still missing one of the greatest fishing adventures in the world. Giant catfish,
fanged payara, acrobatic bicuda, monstrous trairão, pugnacious peacock bass and even more variety make up an outrageous fishing grand
slam that only a handful of anglers have ever achieved.
Acute Angling clients have set
4 giant catfish world records

With big jau, goliath piraiba over 350
lbs, and 100 lb. redtails, the Rio
Travessao is a giant catfish bonanza.

Jau catfish >250lbs.
Zungaro zungaro

Only 9
spaces
left for
2014!

Max.
8
anglers
/group

2014—
2014—15 Trip Schedules & Prices
brazil Amazon season schedule

*Note - Available
spaces shown as
of Nov. 14, 2013

peacock Bass Floating Bungalow trip
Rio Negro Basin - fall 2014

Blackwater Explorer - peacock bass trips
winter 2014 / Fall 2014
#

Leaves Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

#

Departs Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

15

Dec. 27, 2013

Jan. 3

$4750

- Full -

E1

Oct. 13th, 2014

Oct. 20th

$5250

- open -

16

Jan. 3, 2014

Jan. 10

$4750

- openings -

E2

Oct. 20th, 2014

Oct. 27th

$5250

- open -

17

Jan. 10, 2014

Jan. 17

$4750

- Full -

E3

Oct. 27th, 2014

Nov. 3rd

$5250

- open -

18

Jan. 17, 2014

Jan. 24

$4750

- 2 openings -

E4

Nov. 3rd, 2014

Nov. 10th

$5250

- open -

19

Jan. 24, 2014

Jan. 31

$4750

- 2 openings -

E5

Nov. 10th, 2014

Nov. 17th

$5250

- open -

20

Jan. 31, 2014

Feb. 7

$4750

- open -

E6

Nov. 17th, 2014

Nov. 24th

$5250

- open -

21

Feb. 7, 2014

Feb. 14

$4750

- Full -

Nov. 24th, 2014

Dec. 1st

Closed

Thanksgiving

22

Feb. 14, 2014

Feb. 21

$4750

- openings -

E6

Dec. 1st, 2014

Dec. 8th

$5250

- open -

23

Feb. 21, 2014

Feb. 28

$4750

- Full -

E7

Dec. 8th, 2014

Dec. 15th

$5250

- open -

24

Feb. 28, 2014

Mar. 7

$4750

- 4 openings -

E8

Dec. 15th, 2014

Dec. 22nd

$5250

- open -

MultiMulti-species variety - Ri0 Travessã0 - 2014

Fall 2014 Season - Igapo Açu - Tuesday Transfers
1

Sept. 9, 2014

Sept. 16

$5250

- 4 openings -

#

Departs Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

2

Sept. 16, 2014

Sept. 23

$5250

- 4 openings -

T1

Jan 6th, 2014

Jan. 13th

$5250

- Full -

3

Sept. 23, 2014

Sept. 30

$5250

- 1 opening -

T2

Jan. 13th, 2014

Jan. 20th

$5250

- Full -

4

Sept. 30, 2014

Oct. 7

$5250

- Full -

T3

Jan. 20th, 2014

Jan. 27th

$5250

- Full -

Fall 2014 Season - Rio Negro Basin - Friday Transfers -

T4

Jan. 27th, 2014

Feb. 3rd

$5250

- 4 openings -

5

Oct. 10, 2014

Oct. 17

$4750

- open -

T5

Feb. 3rd, 2014

Feb. 10th

$5250

- 1 opening -

6

Oct. 17, 2014

Oct. 24

$4750

- openings -

T6

Feb. 10th, 2014

Feb. 17th

$5250

- 4 openings -

7

Oct. 24, 2014

Oct. 31

$4750

- Full -

8

Oct. 31, 2014

Nov. 7

$4750

- open -

#

Departs Manaus

Area

Price

Availability

9

Nov. 7, 2014

Nov. 14

$4750

- Full -

FB

January.

Rio Branco Basin

Variable

- group only

10

Nov. 14, 2014

Nov. 21

$4750

- open -

WB

February

Rio Branco Basin

Variable

- group only

11

Nov. 21, 2014

Nov. 28

$4750

- openings -

12

Nov. 28, 2014

Dec. 5

$4750

- open -

13

Dec. 5, 2014

Dec. 12

$4750

- open -

Dec. 12, 2014

Dec. 26

Closed

Happy Holidays

floating bungalow camp CharterCharter- 2014/15

Please Note - Peacock bass fishing is controlled by ambient conditions.
In order to ensure a quality experience and productive fishing for our
clients, projected river and date combinations are always subject to
change due to several factors; access to the fishery named, changing
weather conditions and optimal water levels. If factors prevent the use
of a planned region or fishery on specified dates, an alternative fishery
may be used, or alternative dates and/or rainchecks may be offered.

2013—
2013—14 worldwide trip options
Acute Angling is pleased to offer these quality fishing trips offered by our most trusted associates
RIO PARISMINA LODGE - TARPON AND MORE - 2012/13

freshwater Golden Dorado - Argentina

#

Fishing Days

Format

Price

Availability

#

Depart Buenos Aires

Fishing Days

Price

Availability

P3

3 days

2 per room

$2300

- year round -

DB

Dorado Cua / Capita

6 Days/bus

$2950

Sept. - June

P4

4 days

2 per room

$2800

- year round -

DV

Dorado Cua / Capita

6 Days/van

$3750

Sept. - June

P5

7 days

2 per room

$4700

- year round -

DA

Dorado Cua / Capita

6 Days/air

$3950

Sept. - June

P6

Individual Pricing

1 per room

Add 8%

- year round -

DS

Dorado Cua / Capita

Delete days

- $250 each

Sept. - June

Join us on the fishing trip of a lifetime!

Toll-free - Paul Reiss - (866) 832-2987

Garry Reiss - (866) 431-1668
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