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Our 2014/15 Season is Over and the Results are in. Acute Anglers Win Again!
Comfort and Elegance Afloat - The Amazon’s most polished and productive fishing machine, the Blackwater Explorer
Yacht has just completed its yearly assault on the waters of the
Rio Negro Basin. This highly productive fishing trip (our yacht
routinely outfishes all other Amazon operations) has once again
produced a cornucopia of trophy peacock bass (see Page 6).

…. Spring Notes ....
Seminars Available - From April
through August, Paul Reiss provides
entertaining and educational seminars
to fishing clubs around the country.
Call us to see if your fishing group can
host the “Fierce Fishes of the Amazon”
presentation .
We’re on the Small Screen - A
bevy of TV personalities fished with us
this season. Leo Stakos (Fish TV) and
Shea McIntee (Stoked on Fishing) visited
the Blackwater Explorer and challenged
peacock bass. Cyril Chauquet (Fishing
Adventurer) tested himself against our
Rio Travessao “River Monsters”. Look
for these shows on Discovery, ESPN,
Fox West, OLN, Sportsnet and Wild.
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Incredible Variety - We returned to the Rio Travessão with our
pleasantly comfortable safari camp to pursue the wild variety of
Brazil’s exotic species. This haven for river giants holds monster
catfish, fierce payara, acrobatic bicuda, brutish wolfish and
tough fast-water peacocks. The word is out on this amazing fishery and spaces are filling fast for 2016. See article below;

There is just no place like the Rio
Travessao
A truly primeval “land that
time forgot” If you think that oddly famous TV star, who poses himself all
over South America catching one “river
monster” per episode is doing something special, well he just doesn't know
the Rio Travessao. The biggest, baddest and most monstrous of them all
are here, all together, with some willing
to tussle just about all of the time.
Preserved in an Indian reservation
and protected from easy access by rapids and waterfalls, this unique fishery
provides anglers with more than just an
exciting fishing trip
this is a true Amazon adventure.
Payara, giant wolfish (trairao), athletic bicuda and scrappy fast-water peacock bass rule the open waters, while
enormous piraiba, jau, redtails and sorubim (shovelnose) catfish dominate the
depths. If that’s not enough, another
half dozen gamefish can be found in
backwaters and shoreline structure. In
a river that can change from week to
week, even day to day, this enormous
variety is what makes the Travessao
such an angler’s dream fishery. If you
come prepared for any… cont’d page 2 ...

Todd Kuwaye of
Kaneohe, HI
with an enormous
Piraiba catfish.

Real river
monsters
should be
monstrously
big, or ….
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“River Monsters” Report - Cont’d
thing ... you’re just about guaranteed to score with something
bigger, fiercer or stronger than
anything you’ll find in freshwaters anywhere else.
Like all Amazon river systems, the Travessao is ruled by
the region’s yearly flood pulse.
This is what determines our opti... like this giant wolfish mal season. The flood waters
retreat here in late October and
return in April. So we target December, January and February, the mid-most months within this low-water period, to
guarantee optimal fishing conditions every week. But, oscillations occur all the time. An upriver rain might cause a fast rise
in water levels, or a period of dry might drop the river drastically. Changes in conditions might make the river
crystal clear, or cloud the waters. The beautiful
thing about the Travessão's great variety, is that
changing conditions merely change the most accessible species. Cloudy water? Aggressive
peacocks! Crystal clear? Prowling payara! High
water? Cruising catfish! None of the above?
Pacu, pirapitinga, piranha, wolfish and more are
always lurking. The key is to be prepared to accept what the river offers and maximize those
opportunities. The Travessao will always give
you more than you bargained for.

… have monster teeth!

Wish you could take the kids? Undoubtedly an
Amazon trip would be an incredible shared experience
between a parent and child. The lifelong shared memories would be truly priceless. Ah, but how to make it
work? School is too important to cut and vacation times are
too scarce. Summertime is the Amazon’s
rainy season and spring break is past the
fishing season’s prime. School vacations
just don’t coincide with the Amazon’s
prime, dry season conditions. Well, we
think we’ve solved the problem. How
about Christmas vacation in the Amazon?
With our regular season’s dates
nearly full, we’ve had to make some
scheduling adjustments to accommodate
the logistical side-effects. The result is
that some of our fishing operations will be
in place, in the fishery, over the holiday
season. So, for the first time, we’re going
to offer regularly scheduled, fly-in fishing
trips over the Christmas holidays. Here’s
an overview of what’s available.
Rio Travessao variety species safari
camp. This is our most exciting tr ip in a pr imitive and
pristine Amazon Indian reservation. Our adjusted calendar
has placed our staff and camp in the fishery over the Christ-

This season was no exception. During our six week sojourn here, a total of 44 anglers
caught an incredible number of
giant catfish 52 over 100 pounds
and an amazing 27 over 200!
Big payara were plentiful this
... or the ultimate set of
season, with anglers realizing
catches of up to 28 pounds.
teeth on this piranha!
And wolfish? How about dozens over 20 pounds and a remarkable 28 pounder caught on
the fly! Scrappy fast-water peacocks stretched everybody’s
line, while some of the less famous exotics were there for all
of those who pursued them.
The Travessao has long been something of a well
kept secret among the cadre of anglers who return year after
year, but it seems that the news is getting
... or this out. With over 2 dozen returnees claiming
toothy their spots immediately upon returning
Payara’s home, the few remaining spots disappeared
quickly. So, we’ve opened a whole new opfangs portunity for anglers on this beautiful river.
We’ve added 3 weeks in December to our
regular schedule, to accommodate those
who were closed out and those who want an
early shot at this fishery. We’re even including Christmas week for those who want to
take the kids! Call now for your reservation.

mas holiday and you can join us! You’ll fish for amazing, world-record
size river monsters, with Amazon Indian guides in spectacularly beautiful
fast water river. Arrive at our comfortable safari style camp via Cessna
Caravan floatplane and share the most unforgettable experience of a lifetime with the most important people in your life. The Rio Travessao trip
is available December 21st - December 28th, 2015.
Blackwater Explorer Yacht Trip - This is our
most productive and most comfortable trip and a
perfect place to spend the holidays with your entire
family. Fish for giant peacock bass at the peak of
the Amazon’s fishing season and enjoy the look on
your kid’s (or grandkid’s) face when he experiences
the amazing power of a trophy peacock bass for the
first time. But, be careful, she may never want to
fool with lesser species again! (Note - Murphy’s
Law of Family Fishing - no matter what you do, the
kid will outfish you - happens every time.) The
Blackwater explorer Christmas trip will be available
on December 23rd - December 30th of 2016.
So what could be better? How about kids go
for free! We’ll accept one child (under 18) at no
charge when accompanied by one paying adult on
the Rio Travessao trip. We’ll accept one child
(under 12) at no charge on the Blackwater Explorer trip when accompanied by one paying adult sharing a cabin and boat. What better way to
give a special child a gift that lasts a lifetime, costs nothing and lets you
come along to share an incredible fishing trip! Call now for details.

2015

2016
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By Paul Reiss, Department of
Ecology and Evolution, 14 College Farm Road, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New
Jersey 08902
And Thomas Grothues, Rutgers University Marine Field
Station, 800 Great Bay Blvd.,
Tuckerton, New Jersey 08087
Acute Angling has been in the for efront of peacock bass research for over a
decade, breaking new ground in our
understanding of this unique sportfish’s
behavior. Why is this important to anglers? As we’ve long maintained, in
fishing, knowledge is power.
In 2007, (published in 2012 in Neotropical Ichthyology) work was completed that proved conclusively that what
anglers, policy makers and scientists
alike thought were two separate species;
the 3-barred peacock (açu) and the
speckled peacock (paca); were actually
one and the same fish (Cichla temensis)
undergoing cyclical color and pattern
variations (CPV) to an extreme degree.
These dramatic yearly changes, occurring in Amazon flood pulse river environments, reflect the cycling of individual specimens through seasonal sexual
maturity and spawning.
Building upon this base, a new
study (currently in publication in Neotropical Ichthyology) investigated observed variations in shape, from blocky
to fusiform (streamlined), within the
gradations of color and pattern variants.
To determine if shape differences are
related to patterns of fat reserve deposition and utilization, and to quantify the
relationship of shape with CPV and life
history status, specimens in each of four
previously defined CPV grades were
compared using geometric morphometric techniques (a new technology that
analyzes pure shape, isolated from the
variability of size or position.

Fig. 1a.
“paca”

Fig. 1b.
“açu”

Fig. 1b. The lower (açu) specimen (almost ready to spawn) is
clearly thicker bodied than (1a.) its paca (non-spawning ) counterpart, even though both are within an inch of each other in length.
Colored dots are “landmarks” used in geometric Morphometrics.

Fig.
2a.

The study found that pr ogressive shape changes occurred
between CPV grades of both
sexes, correlated to gonosomatic
index (GSI - a measure of spawning readiness). Geometric morphometrics showed that the
shape differences are related to
fat deposition patterns; these fish
store fat reserves to see them
through the long fast they undergo associated with spawning and
fry guarding. The seasonal timing of shape change and its link
to color pattern variation, sexual
maturity and local water level
conditions shows an integral
relationship between these physiological and behavioral characteristics of C. temensis and the
cyclical flood pulse pattern of its
habitat. Well, so what?
This new information, coupled with previous work on the
species and a cache of new, as
yet unpublished, data will allow
the creation of a full synthesis of
Cichla temensis’ behavior in
concert with the specifically defined progression of the Amazon’s yearly flood pulse. As
good as we’ve become at putting
our anglers in the right place at
the right time, this coming level
of detail will allow us to be even
more precise than ever. And that
means more successful fishing
trips and better fishing for you.

b.

Fig. 2. Thin plate spline deformation visualizations
(imagine a metal sheet pulled and pushed to match a
shape) depicting (a) overall body shape differences between the açu and paca extremes of CPV grades
(magnified 3x); (b) the increase in area at the bases of the
second dorsal and anal fins (additional fat deposition sites)
between the extremes of CPV grades (magnified 3x), .

About Paul Reiss - He returned to academic pursuits a decade ago when the mixture
of Cichla temensis’ mysterious life history,
coupled with the need to explore management potential for the Amazon’s incredible
sportfish spurred him to take action. His
unique access to Amazonia as founder and
the primary fishing director of Acute Angling
made this pursuit a natural decision.

About Thomas Grothues - His general research interests are in the mechanisms of establishment and maintenance of fish populations. Larval recruitment dynamics, dispersion, physiological ecology, invasion biology, and
migration biology are all aspects of fish
ecology that Dr. Grothues pursues as
having a bearing on this broader field.

For more information check out - http://www.scielo.br/pdf/ni/v10n1/06.pdf

Rio Travessao - The Ultimate Amazon Destination
Matt Davidson ,
Hugo, OK

Ralph
Hayes,
La Mesa,
CA

Matt Davidson,
Hugo, OK
Roger Chen, Fort
Meyers, FL

Ralph
Hayes, La
Mesa, CA
Leonard Laub,
Monterey, CA

Leonard Laub,
Monterey, CA
Roger Chen, Fort
Meyers, FL

Leonard Laub,
Monterey, CA

Dragan Stojanovic,
Houston, TX

Dragan Stojanovic,
Houston, TX

Paul Friend,
Papakura,
New Zealand

Ralph Hayes,
La Mesa, CA

The Rio Travessão is truly the realm of the
giant catfish … and Steve Ahrenberg of
Phoenix, AZ has unquestionably earned the
title of “Catfish King”, having landed
six monster piraiba over 200 pounds
in one week!
But has
it now
perhaps gone
too far?

Wellington
Melo, our host
and manager,
introduces his
boy to a real
River Monster

Roger Chen,
Ft. Meyers, FL

Paul Friend,
Papakura,
New Zealand

Michael Sadar,
Ft. Collins, CO

Dragan
Stojanovic,
Houston, TX

Ralph Hayes,
La Mesa, CA

Ralph Hayes,
La Mesa, CA

Todd Kuwaye,
Kaneohe, HI

Michael Sadar
was fishing for
catfish bait,
when he
caught this
monster on a
light rig with
20lb. braid
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Amaz0n Tidbits - News from the RIVER
Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon, is
the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it. This column will appear from time to time in an effort to report actual
news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction.
Arapaima fishing - Since we first began to dabble with the tactics
and techniques of catching wild arapaima in our new, exclusive
location, we’ve come a long way. Our one, two or three day packages now are available from October through January as add-ons to
our regular week-long fishing trips. Catching these lumbering
beasts, reaching up to nearly 200 pounds, have given our first experimentally-oriented anglers much more than they bargained for.
Call for more information.

high gradient river. Floatplane only access and a closed Indian reservation ensure that we’ll be stalking fish who have not seen a lure.
Our Schedule is Filling Fast - With an improving economy and increasing awareness of the superb fishing and incredible fierce fishes
of the Amazon, anglers have been reserving their trips at an accelerating pace. Although this is good news in almost all ways, it means that
trip selection options are becoming narrower by the day. If you’re
planning an Amazon trip in the next year or two, now is the time to
nail down the dates you want. See pg. 7 for current availability.

New trip configuration brewing - Over the last two decades, Acute
Angling has honed it’s mechanisms and polished it’s methods for our
three Amazon trip systems. The Blackwater Explorer has proven to
Holiday trip dates - We’ve now opened up Christmas vacation
be the Amazon’s most consistently productive mothership operation;
dates on some of our trips … And kids can come for free! See the
our fly-in floating bungalows have transported anglers to otherwise
dates and details in the article on page 2. This is a unique opporunreachable headwaters locations; and our amazing multi-species satunity for family bonding at a bargain price.
fari camp is the undisputed ultimate Amazon fishing adventure. So,
what do we do for an encore? Well, not to start any rumors, but we
Exploratory trip - Our fall combo-Exploratory trip in an as yet
unfished river system in Brazil’s Para state still has spaces remain- have an all-new idea in the works for the 2016/2017 Amazon season.
Watch this space for an announcement in the near future, when we’ve
ing. This unique trip offers 3 days fishing for trophy peacock bass
in a chain of lowlands lakes and 3 days of variety species action in a got all of our logistical and mechanical details sorted out.

Doug Casey,
Laguna Hills, CA
Donald Turke ,
Medford, OR

Jim Langtry, Pat Hancock,
Winnipeg, Ocala, FL
Canada

Steven Craig,
Tustin, CA, got an
embarrassment
of riches

2015
2013-–14
2017
Trip
Trip
Schedules
Schedules
& Prices
& Prices
The Brazilian Amaz0n seas0n

*Note - Available spaces
shown as of 3/24/2015

Dates not listed
are full.

Peacock Bass Trips

Exotic Variety Trips

Blackwater Explorer - peacock bass trips
- Double
Occupancy
$4250$4250
- Double
Occupancy
2015 - 2016 Availability $4750$4750
- Single
Occupancy
- Single
Occupancy

Combo peacock bass & Variety species
Fl0ating Bungal0w & safari camp - fall 2014

#

Leaves Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

2015

Fall 2015 Season - Igapo Acu Reserve - Remaining Spaces

IG 1

Sept. 8, 2015

2015

Sept. 15

$5250

- 3 openings -

2015

Departs Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

E1

Sept. 19th, 2015

Sept. 26

$5950

- open -

E2

Sept. 26th, 2015

Oct. 3

$5950

- 1 opening -

Fall 2015 Season - Rio Negro Basin - Remaining Available Spaces

Multi-species variety - Ri0 Travessã0
December 2015 - Winter 2016

Z1

Oct. 16, 2015

Oct. 23

$4250

- 2 openings -

Z3

Oct. 30, 2015

Nov. 6

$4250

- 4 openings -

#

Z3

Dec. 11, 2015

Dec. 18

$4250

- open -

2016

2016

Winter 2016 Season - Remaining Available Spaces

Departs Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

Winter 2016 Season - Variety Trip Schedule

TU

Dec. 7th, 2015

Dec. 14

$5250

- 4 openings -

Z11

Dec. 31, 2015

Jan. 8, 2016

$4250

- 6 openings-

TV

Dec. 14th, 2015

Dec. 21

$5250

- open -

Z14

Jan. 22, 2016

Jan. 29

$4250

- 6 openings -

T1

Dec. 28th 2015

Jan. 4, 2016

$5250

- 2 openings -

Z20

Mar. 4, 2016

Mar. 11

$4250

- open -

T3

Jan. 11th, 2016

Jan. 18

$5250

- Full -

Fall 2016 Season - Igapo Acu Reserve - Available Spaces

T5

Jan. 25th, 2016

Feb. 1

$5250

- 2 openings -

T6

Feb. 1st, 2016

Feb. 8

$5250

- Full -

T7

Feb. 8th, 2016

Feb. 15

$5250

- 2 openings -

Feb. 15th, 2016

Feb. 22

$5250

- open -

2016
X2
2016

Sept. 13, 2016

Sept. 20

- 1 opening -

$5250

Fall 2016 Season - Rio Negro Basin - Available Spaces

RN1

Oct. 14, 2016

Oct. 20

$4250

- 6 openings -

T8

RN4

Nov. 4, 2016

Nov. 11

$4250

- 4 openings -

2017

RN6

Nov. 18, 2016

Nov. 25

$4250

- 10 openings -

J1

Dec. 7th, 2016

Dec. 14

$5250

- 4 openings -

RN7

Nov. 25, 2016

Dec. 2

$4250

- open -

J2

Dec. 14th, 2016

Dec. 21

$5250

- open -

RN8

Dec. 2, 2016

Dec. 9

$4250

- open -

J3

Dec. 28th, 2016

Jan. 4, 2016

$5250

- open -

RN9

Dec. 9, 2016

Dec. 16

$4250

- open -

J4

Jan. 4th, 2017

Jan. 11

$5250

- Full -

RN10

Dec. 16, 2016

Dec. 23

$4250

- open -

J5

Jan. 11th, 2017

Jan. 18

$5250

- 3 openings -

J6

Jan. 18th, 2017

Jan. 25

$5250

- open -

2017

Winter 2017 Season - Remaining Available Spaces

Winter 2017 Season - Variety Trip Schedule

RN11

Dec. 30, 2016

Jan. 6, 2017

$4250

- open -

J7

Jan. 25th, 2017

Feb. 1

$5250

- open -

RN12

Jan. 6, 2017

Jan. 12

$4250

- 10 openings-

J8

Feb. 1st, 2017

Feb. 8

$5250

- Full -

RN14

Jan. 20, 2017

Jan. 27

$4250

- 8 openings-

J9

Feb. 8th, 2017

Feb. 15

$5250

- open -

RN16

Jan. 27, 2017

Feb. 3

$4250

- open -

J10

Feb. 15th, 2017

Feb. 22

$5250

- open -

RN16

Feb. 3, 2017

Feb. 10

$4250

- open -

RN17

Feb. 10, 2017

Feb. 17

$4250

- open -

Fly-in Floating Bungalow Camp
FALL 2015 - Giant Peacock bASS
2015

Leaves Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

FBB

Oct. 26, 2015

Nov. 2

$4450

- open -

FB2

Nov. 9, 2015

Nov. 16

$4450

- Full -

FB3

Nov. 16, 2015

Nov. 23

$4450

- 2 openings -

FB4

Nov. 23, 2015

Nov. 30

$4450

- Full -

Join us on the fishing trip of a lifetime!

New for 2015! Optional arapaima add-on
#

Departs Manaus

Format

Price

Availability

P1

One day trip

All-inclusive

$1150

Sept. - Jan.

P2

Two day trip

All-inclusive

$1650

Sept. - Jan.

P3

Three day trip

All-inclusive

$2150

Sept. - Jan.

Please Note - Peacock bass and exotic Amazon species fishing is controlled by ambient
conditions. In order to ensure a quality experience and productive fishing for our clients, projected river and date combinations are always subject to change due to several
factors; access to the fishery named, changing weather conditions and optimal water
levels. If factors prevent the use of a planned region or fishery on specified dates, an
alternative fishery may be used, or alternative dates and/or rainchecks may be offered.

Toll-free - Paul Reiss - (866) 832-2987

Garry Reiss - (866) 431-1668
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