
     As a member of our Acute Angling family, we know you’ve given some 
thought to experiencing an Amazon fishing trip.   But, how and when will this 
pandemic allow it to be possible?  Well, we think about nothing else, day in and 
day out.  We’re highly attuned to any new developments that may affect how 
and when we’ll restart our fishing activities.  In an effort to keep you informed 
here’s an update about what we know today.  As with most things COVID in 
this new reality, there’s plenty of bad news, but some good news as well. 
     First the bad news;  We all know what it is … We are in a pandemic caused 
by this new virus and there is no vaccine yet ...  As things began to unfold back 

in March, we promptly developed our COVID 
policy.  Shortly thereafter, the options for us, 
as fishing trip operators, become very clear.  
Indian reservations were being closed, flights 
were being canceled, and Amazonas was be-
ing pounded particularly hard by the pandem-
ic. We proactively adjusted to the realities at 
the time.  By July, we had rescheduled all of 
our fishing operations through October.  With 
our normal day to day operations stalled, 
we’ve focused great effort on helping support 
our locked-down Indigenous partners and our 
52 employees in Brazil and the U.S.  Yes, 
we’ve all been living with the 
gloom and doom for a while 
now, but there are slowly be-
ginning to be rays of sunshine, 
many of them heralding good 
news and boding well for a 
return to fishing in the Ama-
zon before long. 
     So, here’s the good news;  
Although we’ve all seen that 
things change quickly in this 
new normal, the information 
presented here is current and 
has been carefully researched 
from dependable sources.  We 
believe in its accuracy as of 
today.  There’s way too much 
data and detail to include it all 
here, so each of these update 
items connects to a webpage 
on our site that carefully spells 
out additional information and 
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detail and provides links to the data sources.   
     Vaccines are on the horizon.  There are more 
than 165 coronavirus vaccines currently under de-
velopment around the world, with 27 of them al-
ready in human trials.  The U.S. government has 
now bankrolled six of the most promising to ensure 
that the manufacturers will produce hundreds of 
millions of doses simultaneously while completing 
the final stages of clinical trials.  This is designed to 
ensure a fast roll-out once approved, with adequate 
supplies for all Americans.  Some are already in 
final trials.  Astra Zeneca has indicated that vaccines 
could be delivered as early as this fall, while Moder-
na and Pfizer are suggesting the end of 2020.  Even 
our own Dr. Fauci is optimistic about a vaccine by 
late fall or early winter. Find out more … 
     Manaus is safe again - Although Brazil as a 
whole continues to be second only to the U.S. in 
COVID-19 infections, Amazonas has successfully 
flattened its curve over the last 3 months.   COVID 
incidence and hospitalization is at its lowest point 
since May.  Unfortunately, our ratings-driven news 
media’s reporting focuses on the news that gets it 
the most attention, like the spike in Amazonas did 
way back in May.  The region’s quiet return to rela-

Missing the addictive top-water explosions of 
peacock bass is yet another motivator  for us 

to restart our Amazon operations. 

https://www.acuteangling.com/covid-updates/vaccines.html


     We humans are social animals and social distancing is a 
difficult, counter-instinctual concept.  We’re used to gathering in 
like-minded groups, shaking hands, looking at each other’s faces, 
and communicating.  Sportsmen, in particular, love to share our 
passion … and fishing and hunting clubs routinely meet together 
to give us that outlet.  Well, we just can’t do that right now.  So, 
we’ve developed an alternative for these difficult times. 
    We can host your club’s meeting.  In the process of develop-
ing our database management systems and interactive operating 
software, we’ve gained some im-
pressive tech capabilities.  In coop-
eration with your club leadership, 
we can make your next meeting 
happen virtually.  We can link your 
membership together, at your de-
sired meeting time, with your usual 
members leading the meeting.  
You can connect with your fellow 
anglers and keep your club’s activ-
ities moving forward.  And as a 
bonus, we’ll provide your club 
with an exciting, educational live 
seminar, or ‘webinar”, about the 
extraordinary Amazon; its fierce 
fishes and its unique characteris-
tics.  Sure, it’s virtual, but it’s the 

next best thing to being together and you’ll all enjoy learning about the 
most exciting freshwater fishing in the world. 
      “Fierce Fishes of the Amazon” is presented by Dr. Paul Reiss.  
With a PhD in Neotropical ichthyology (South American fishes), he is 
recognized as one of the foremost experts on Cichla temensis, (the 
giant peacock bass) and is the founder of Acute Angling.  His research  
led to the discovery of previously unknown aspects of the life cycles of 
Amazon fishes and a series of peer-reviewed scientific papers.  He 
routinely takes this expertise on the road, providing seminars and lec-

tures to a broad spectrum of 
attendees, ranging from Safa-
ri Club conventions, to uni-
versity classrooms and to 
local fishing clubs.   
     We’ll do this for your 
club at no charge.  Let us 
know if you’d like us to work 
with you to make your club’s 
next meeting possible, inter-
esting and educational.  For 
more information about this 
free cooperative service, con-
tact Brent Moreland at 866 
832-2987, extension 5, or 
Paul Reiss at 866-832-2987, 
extension 1. 
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tive normalcy, however, doesn’t drive ratings and consequently 
doesn’t get much media attention.  Manaus, our debarkation point has 
made better progress than most cities worldwide, dropping from over 
1,000 new COVID hospitalizations per day at the beginning of May, to 
less than 50 per day as of August.  By contrast, the U.S. is in far worse 
shape, with hospitalizations continuing to rise as we speak. The state 
of Amazonas and the city of Manaus are, at this time, safer than most 
U.S. airport cities - see page 5.  Find out more … 
     Direct flights to Manaus are resuming, ticket buying is now es-
sentially risk-free and hepa-filter equipped flights have made pathogen 
control more effective than ever before.  Beginning November 5th,  
American Airlines resumes its regularly scheduled direct flights to 
Manaus.  Prices are as low as we’ve ever seen them in recent years 
(i.e. from LA to Manaus - $858, Phoenix - $868, Miami - $402!) while 
airline policies are currently more flexible than anything in recent 
memory.  Flights booked by Sept. 8, 2020 can be rescheduled with no 
penalty and, in the event your fishing trip must be rescheduled, flights 
can be canceled and rebooked when you’re ready, . Find out more … 
      Sport Fishing and tourism has reopened throughout Amazonas, 
with tourist resources and contact points refitted to improve safety 
against COVID.  The government of the state of Amazonas, is imple-
menting its Plan for Resumption of Tourist Activity.  In addition to 
promotional campaigns to invite tourists (and anglers) back to the re-
gion, Amazonas is supporting tourist infrastructure works and opera-
tions.  As part of this effort, Amazonastur is planning reformation of 
tourism centers, including  the airport in Barcelos. Find out more … 
     Acute Angling has adopted the ATTA/Cleveland Clinic proto-
cols for operating during the pandemic. The Adventure Travel Trade 
Association (ATTA) has released its Adventure Travel COVID-19 
Health and Safety Guidelines for the operation of small lodges and 

small vessels … that’s precisely what we do, of course. These 
guidelines, created in collaboration with the Cleveland Clinic, a 
world-renowned healthcare provider, provide a path to safe 
reopening for the industry. Find out more … 
     What does this all mean?  Frankly, nothing conclusive just 
yet.  The first direct flights are still two months away.  The 
most optimistic vaccine predictions are probably three months 
away.  But, we are monitoring every detail and will continue to 
communicate with you as we go forward.  We are firm believ-
ers that knowledge is power and we hope that by sharing real 
facts, not ratings-filtered media entertainment, you’ll have a 
better picture of the current state of affairs. 
     Meanwhile, we’ve been focused on helping our anglers 
reschedule trips and we’re working on the preparations and 
changes that will probably be needed to reopen, whenever that 
occurs.  For your peace of mind, be assured that we will not 
operate trips if they aren’t safe or legal and be aware that every 
angler with a current reservation can contact us to select a 
back-up date that will be held specifically for them in the event 
that their trip cannot operate.  We will provide at least 2-months 
or greater notice before determining that a trip cannot oper-
ate.  We think we’ll be fishing again sooner, rather than later, 
but, we’ll see where the vaccine effort goes and what the virus 
does next.  We will continue to follow up with you in the event 
of changes, new facts or concrete decisions.  Meanwhile, this is 
a great time to book a future trip.  See the article on page 9 for 
information about our expanded schedule and the advantages of 
booking early for a future that’s certain to be full of fishing in a 
fishery that’s spending some serious quiet time.  Please feel 
free to call us with any questions, suggestions or comments. 

https://www.acuteangling.com/covid-updates/amazonas-covid-status.html
https://www.acuteangling.com/covid-updates/airlines.html
http://www.amazonastur.am.gov.br/amazone-se-plano-impulsionara-crescimento-do-turismo-pos-pandemia/
https://www.adventuretravelnews.com/newly-released-next-seven-activities-adventure-travel-health-safety-guidelines?j=144606&sfmc_sub=416907001&l=196_HTML&u=2241979&mid=100012739&jb=16&utm_source=atta&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=&utm_term=&utm_content=


COVID-19 has had a dreadful impact  
          on our Indigenous partners. 

     Acute Angling operates sportfishing trips in cooperative part-
nerships with several regional associations of Brazilian Indigenous 
tribes. Yes, we pay for the privilege of fishing in their reservations, 
but there’s more to this relationship than just money.  Ours is a 
partnership based on mutual respect, friendship, and consideration. 
For more than two decades, we’ve been implementing a broad array 
of mechanisms to ensure that our partners benefit not just on a mon-
etary basis, but in a broader social and practical manner. Our finan-
cial and experiential input has improved access to education, pro-
vided modern tools, introduced technology to more effectively pre-
serve traditional lifestyles and created new, sustainable sources of 
income for the communities. A true partnership entails a close rela-
tionship with real people whose lives are connected to ours.  Their 
health, well-being and quality of life is just as important to them as 
ours to us.  So, it is incumbent on us to do whatever we can to help 
our friends and partners be as satisfied with their lives and lifestyles 
as we are with ours. 
     But now, the benefits of these hard-won improvements in 
“quality of life” are being overwhelmed by the impact of the  pan-
demic. The virus has found its way into many remote and isolated 
Indigenous communities, leaving broad swaths of illness and death.  
Lower resistance to outside diseases and a more communal tradi-
tional lifestyle has prompted FUNAI, the governmental oversight 

organ to close reservations as the curve runs its course. So, even 
though we are not there and fishing at this time, we have elected to 
contribute a part of our partnership arrangement to help these hard-
hit communities. We have provided cash assistance for tribal ex-
penses and made direct deliveries of food and supplies to hard-hit 
communities. A sportfishing operation cannot fix the health impact 
of coronavirus, but we can help ameliorate the impact of the social 
disruption, hunger, and discomfort it leaves in its wake. 
     Many of our anglers expressed a desire to help also, so we 
opened a GoFundMe site in the hope that others might join us.  Our 
anglers stepped up big time.  They’ve shown that they’re the most 
caring people anywhere. We thank you. Your generous contribu-
tions allowed us to augment our own support efforts, generating an 
even greater positive impact than our initial expectations.  It has 
allowed us to increase what we delivered by over 35%.  
     Our first support effort was already underway before we 
opened the fund, using Acute Angling's resources. It entailed a dis-
tribution of materials and funds to our Rio Travessão Indigenous 
partners.  A truckload of non-perishable supplies for 39 families 

(over 250 people) made its way eastward. At the river’s edge, it met a 
boat that delivered the materials to the base of the Travessão’s first set of 
rapids. There, the young men of the tribe collected the materials (without 
outside contact) and portaged them overland to bypass the rapids loading 
them into outboards for delivery directly to the villages and families.  

     You can see photos and video of our support packages being re-
ceived by one of our partner communities here. As is their cultural char-
acteristic, they tend to gather the entire village together for an event like 
this. Families lined up behind the packages, the chief gave a short speech 
of thanks, and to our surprise, one of the young men led the community 
in prayer. This was particularly gratifying.  Although closed for entry or 
exit, this particular village is COVID free, so other than being trapped at 
home (as most of us are also), their greatest concern was the need for 
supplies. We have resolved that for at least another month and we look 
forward to returning and seeing our friends again in better times.  
      Our second distribution went to the tribal Association with whom 
we fish the Rio Curicuriari. The regional Indian Affairs office (FUNAI) 
provided us with a template for what to send, so we've been able to pre-
pare packages designed to provide each individual in a community with 
staple items for one month; rice, beans, sugar, flour, cooking oil, coffee, 
macaroni, condensed milk, salt, crackers, jelly and other non-perishables. 
Tools were requested also, so we've sent hammers, machetes, awls and 
sewing materials.  Our Acute Angling staff in Manaus prepared the pack-
ages, and our Ahko Iwi tribal representative distributed them, so we 
know the crucial materials went to those who needed them most. 
          We have just completed our third distribution, this time in the 
Igapo Acu region, and would like to continue providing help.  If you 
would like to help us in this important effort, please visit our GoFundMe 
charitable site and join our group of charitable anglers.  
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              Our Manaus supply 
                specialist, Wagner, 
         preparing “cestas” for 
delivery to the communities 

Members of one of our 
partner Indigenous communities 

Donate Now 

Our staff (masked) 
       deliver “cestas” 
               to a Mura 
              community 

https://www.acuteangling.com/assistance-fund.html
https://www.gofundme.com/f/emergency-amazon-tribal-assistance-fund


     A website is one of the most important mechanisms with 
which a customer-centric company like Acute Angling can share its 
philosophy, capability and characteristics with the public.  Our web-
site is our public face, giving our loyal Acute An-
gling fishing family as well as potential new 
anglers, insights into who we are and what to 
expect when planning the trip of a lifetime with 
us.  We’ve long understood that, so we’ve up-
dated our site and its extraordinarily rich con-
tent a little bit every year to keep up with chang-
es and to stay relevant.  But, frankly, that hasn’t prevented the site’s 
overall style and functionality to slowly become a bit long in the 
tooth.  Now, we’ve rebuilt it from the ground up with new features 
and new technology.  Take a look, we want your feedback! 
     The most obvious change is a new look, highlighting a more 
modern style.  Pictures are larger, pages are brighter and less click-
ing and loading is required to see the most important aspects of our 
trip information.  You’ll even see photos scrolling by, clarifying the 
nature of our trip types when you visit our home page. 

     We’ve dramatically simplified navigation.  While our visitors have 
glowingly told us that our site is the most comprehensive and infor-
mation-rich of its kind, they didn’t hesitate to tell us that finding their 
way through the complex layers of its page structure was more challeng-
ing than a jigsaw puzzle.  We’ve eliminated the layers and 90% of the 
clicks needed to find your way around.   All trip information is now di-
rectly available from each trip’s landing page; It’s simple, drill-down 
navigation, augmented by strategically placed “slide and hide” menus. 

     The new site is totally device friendly.  Using 
“Responsive Design” technology, the site’s content 
adjusts itself automatically, making it easy to read, use 
and navigate, whether on a computer, tablet or phone.  
Visit us from anywhere, show your galleries anytime.   
     Our booking and reservation database is now 

directly integrated with the site, providing accurate availability infor-
mation for all of our trips.  If you’re thinking of, or planning an Amazon 
fishing adventure, the actual real-time options are right at your finger-
tips.  In the very near future we’ll be adding an actual online booking 
tool; you’ll be able to reserve your space, right then and there. 
     Our update is a work in progress.  More new features are on the 
way, new content is being added (see page 9) and every page will be 
reviewed to ensure that our overhaul is complete.  Visit us often and 
please, give us your comments, suggestions and complaints! 
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     In my past 10 years hosting and attending Acute Angling trips,  I 
have seen hundreds of anglers come to the Amazon.  Some are expe-
rienced lifetime fisher people and some are completely new to the 
sport.  Something both extremes had in common was the need to 
often spend, one, two, or even three days getting 
their techniques to be effective.  For beginners, 
it’s clear that time is needed to become proficient 
but even polished tournament anglers and fishing 
guides consumed their precious fishing time 
learning that peacock bass are something very 
different from what they’ve experienced before.   
     Our guides are polished and experienced pro-
fessionals and provide expert training.  Whether 
you’ve never cast a line before or can drop a lure 
in a bucket at 100 feet, they’ll make sure you 
have all of the knowledge, tools and techniques 
needed at your disposal.  I’ve been fishing for 
peacock bass for a long time, but every day I 
spend with one of our guides, I learn more and get 
better at it.  So my advice is don’t wait until you 
get to the Amazon to begin learning what works 
or perfecting the techniques. 
     Even though we would never have chosen the extra off-season 
time that we now have, we might as well use it to our benefit.  If I 
were going on a trip of a life time, I’d find the nearest pond or pool 
to practice.   Novice or expert, the first thing I would do is to learn 
how to use the Amazon jig.  Unlike jigging for largemouth bass, this 
jig uses an erratic stop-start movement that triggers peacocks to 
strike on the acceleration, not the drop.  Then, I’d work on topwater 
techniques.  I’d learn how to walk the dog with stickbaits,  where the 
tempo of the lure moving back and forth creates some of the best 

surface blow ups ever seen.   
     Finally, learn how to the use the king of all surface lures, the big 
woodchopper style propbaits.  The movement of this lure often 
hooks up the biggest peacocks.  It should be a rhythmic movement.  

Many people intuitively feel that they must 
imitate the TV shows and try to rip it to the 
side. That will just beat you up.  It is not 
how far you can pull it in the water or how 
high the roostertail is pushed up in the air.  
Fish it efficiently.  Face the lure and use 
your hands and arms in a downward 
sweeping movement and you can work it 
all day long.  It creates a huge strike - the 
fish is trying to just kill the lure.  And in 
most cases if the fish misses it, you can 
row a jig right behind the miss and hook 
up on the fish.  Note,  I said hook up on the 
fish.  This fish has a hard, bony mouth and 
demands that you set the hook hard.  I have 
seen many people fight hard on the first 
run and then not keep the fish on the line 
when he opens his mouth and lets the lure 

go - he was never hooked. 
     The peacock bass is the most powerful fresh water fish on the 
planet.  Each fight is a unique experience.  There are times you 
need to work with the fish, the water and guide’s boat movement 
and fight them easy.  Sometimes, you need to try turning it before 
it runs into the woods.  Either way, just keep pressure on the line 
and your odds go up on landing this fish.  Want more, personal 
advice.  Call me.  I’m happy to share my experiences.   

Brent Moreland at Acute Angling - 866 832-2987 ext. 5 

…  By Brent Moreland 

Click Here to  

Visit Now 

Brent, with a giant 
peacock proving 
his concept” 

https://www.acuteangling.com/
https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-fishing/jig-guide.html#jig-tips
https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-fishing/jig-guide.html#jig-tips
https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-fishing/how-to-guide.html#subsurface-lures
https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-fishing/how-to-guide.html#subsurface-lures


What did they do to turn the tide?   They did pretty much all of 
the things we’ve already done in some areas and that we know 
need to be done in others.  They just stuck to it.  In spite of mixed 
signals on the national level, Amazonas State took a fast and ag-
gressive stance against the virus.  Sensitive to the increased vul-
nerability of Indigenous peoples, state and governmental agen-
cies quickly closed the Indian reservations and shut down all 
fluvial transportation to those interior regions.   
     Manaus was one of the first cities in Brazil to be hit by the 
virus, where it spread quickly, overwhelming healthcare infra-

structure and creating the sensational sound and video bites that the news 
media quickly gobbled up.  But Manaus reacted quickly, essentially shut-
ting itself down for nearly two months as its mayor issued mandatory or-
ders for social distancing and mask wearing.  Hospitals concentrated on 

Covid treatment, some exclusively for that purpose. Amazoni-
ans got hit first, but acted more quickly and carefully than the 
rest of Brazil.  Some scientists viewing this surprisingly fast 
turnaround theorized that the virus’ epidemic effect in Manaus 
may be transitioning slowly to an endemic status; first hit, first 
to exit. The advent of the region’s dry season may also be a 
factor, perhaps reducing aerosol stability and transmissibility. 
     Today, pretty much everything is open again; commer-
cial activities, construction, stores, shopping centers, even bars 
and restaurants.  Public and private schools have reopened also, 
even for the youngest children.  All transportation systems 
(buses, boats, etc.) in Manaus and around the state are operat-
ing again.  Most importantly for us, all sportfishing and tourist 

areas are reopening.  Of course, some restrictions and personal safety con-
siderations still remain in place, primarily the use of face masks, social dis-
tancing and hand sanitizing. 
     Most of our Brazilian staff lives in Amazonas State, many live in Ma-
naus, making them real-world observers of conditions there.  We are in 
constant contact with our people and depend on this input.  They have no 
viewership ratings to maintain or corporate manifests to obey or political 
axes to grind, making this information unsullied by external inputs.  We are 
encouraged by this additional impetus to restart our fishing operations.    
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Chris and family spent a week with us, fishing the 
incredible species rich waters of the Rio Travessão 

    

     Along with a host of treacherous and unpleasant impacts, the COVID-
19 pandemic is keeping us from fishing in our fantastic Amazon destina-
tions at this moment. But, that doesn't keep us from thinking and dreaming 
and reading about it. Chris Dorsey spent a week with us at our gorgeous 
Rio Travessao Indian Reservation fishery this past February, in pursuit of 
the wild variety of resident river monsters who call it home. Although the 
TV show he filmed is not set to air until next season, you can check out 
his just-dropped, first 
person article in Forbes 
magazine, click here; 
     Enjoy the article and 
share our and Chris' ex-
citement about this awe-
some fishing destination. 
Even though we're not 
immediately ready to 
reopen our multi-species 
lodge on the Rio Traves-
sao, at least not until 
later this fall, the good 
news is starting to drib-
ble in, leaving us opti-

mistic about getting started on our newly expanded schedule for the 
upcoming season and well into the future.  
     Picapau Lodge on sandy Picapau island (Portuguese for 
“woodpecker”) sits in the middle of a spectacular highlands river, 
with endless habitat variation. From picturesque waterfalls to roar-
ing rapids, still-water pools and slow-moving tributaries, these var-
ied habitats give us access to fanged payara, huge wolfish, feisty 
fast-water peacock bass, the Amazon’s biggest catfish and lots 
more in this exclusive Indigenous reservation.  Check out our web-
site’s new homepage for this one-of-a-kind Amazon Adventure. 

.

http://www.fvs.am.gov.br/indicadorSalaSituacao_view/60/2
http://www.fvs.am.gov.br/indicadorSalaSituacao_view/60/2
http://www.fvs.am.gov.br/indicadorSalaSituacao_view/60/2
https://www.forbes.com/sites/chrisdorsey/2020/07/30/an-amazon-adventure-where-you-can-catch-your-own-river-monsters/#4a75c9684732
https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/amazon-safari-camp.html


Julayna 
Pistone’s 
Gallery 

Brian Schmidtke of 
Gresham, OR, gets 
comfy with his 
trophy before 
releasing 
it. 

   Brian 
Schmidtke’s 
Gallery 

   Pictures from our Client’s Photo Galleries 
      If you’ve fished with us, you can open your own photo gallery and show off your catches.  

   

 Click here to see all Galleries              Click angler’s names to visit their Gallery          Click here to request a Gallery of your own           

This grouping 
 Selected  by  

Our U.S. Staff 

We show you lots of exotic trophies; here’s a  
bit of a different view of aspects of our trips. 

    

More Than Just Trophies 

Have these 
ladies dis-
covered that 
peacock 
bass can be 
licked for a 
feeling of 
Amazon  
well-being, 
or do they 
just taste 
good? 

Lisa Stratton, 
El Cajon, CA 

Swimming in Amazonia’s 
beautiful waters is a great 
way to cool off … and they 
still had all of their toes 
when they came out. 

Chris 
Welsford’s 

Gallery 

Jeanette 
Jones’ 
Gallery 

Kenneth Jones of 
Longmont, CO sur-
veys the peaceful 
waters before mak-
ing a potentially ex-
plosive cast 

Bill  
Tieleman’s 

 Gallery 

Maybe that camera 
won’t focus be-
cause its target is 
getting a little too 
close?  Amazon 
caiman, although 
not aggressive, 
aren’t hard to find 
either. 

Sandy 
Blauvelt’s 

Gallery 

Catching a powerful peacock bass 
is incredibly exciting, -  imagine 
the intensity of experiencing it 
up close and personal from 
       a kayak!  

Julie 
Hatcher’s 
 Gallery 

Julie and James LeClair of Lock-
hart, TX  epitomize the extremes 
of Amazon fishing - Maybe he’s 
smiling because he’s dreaming of 
the fish she’s holding!. 

https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/
https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/extras-add-ons.html#photo-gallery
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=jpistone
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=bschmidtke
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=cwelsford
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=jjones
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=sblauvelt
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=btieleman
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=jhatcher


Colin Belton’s Gallery, 
 Chipstead, UK   

Kwashi 
Burries’ 
Gallery, 

   Pictures from our Client’s Photo Galleries 
      If you’ve fished with us, you can open your own photo gallery and show off your catches.  

   

 Click here to see all Galleries              Click angler’s names to visit their Gallery          Click here to request a Gallery of your own           

This grouping 
 Selected  by  
Helen Reiss. 

Paul Friend’s 
Gallery 
Papakura, 
New Zealand 

Johnnie  
Blount’s  
Gallery 
Artesia, NM 

    

Catfish Cavalcade 
    

There’s no place like the Rio Travessão 
for monster Amazon catfish. 

Logan Cameron’s 
Gallery, Hillsboro, 
OR  

Piraiba - Goliath Catfish 
  
   

Brachyplatystoma  
filamentosum 

Gustav  
Terblanche's  
Gallery 
Woodhill, ACT, 
Australia 

   Red Tail Catfish 
     

Phractocephalus 
Hemioliopterus 

   Red Tail Catfish 
     

Phractocephalus 
Hemioliopterus 

         Piraiba - Goliath Catfish 
 Brachyplatystoma filamentosum 

Piraiba - Goliath Catfish 
  
   

Brachyplatystoma  
filamentosum 

Steve Ahrenberg’s 
Gallery, 
Peoria, AZ 
 

   Red Tail Catfish 
     

Phractocephalus 
Hemioliopterus 

Red Tail Catfish 
 Phractocephalus 
Hemioliopterus 

https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=pfriend
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=gterblanche
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=kburries
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=CBelton
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=jblount
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=sahrenberg
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=jcameron
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/
https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/extras-add-ons.html#photo-gallery


Sam 
Knoy’s  

Gallery,  
Prescott,   

AZ 
 

Jay Pickens 
Gallery,  
Wellington, 
FL 
 

Joseph 
Burford’s 
Gallery, 
Sandy 
Springs, 
GA 
 

Patrick Maravelias’ 
Gallery, Livermore, 
CA 
 

Julayna 
Pistone’s 
Gallery  
West Hills, 
CA 

Felipe  
Martinez’  
Gallery,  
Miami, FL 

Kent  
Carlson’s  
Gallery,  
Milwaukee, 
WI 
 

   Pictures from our Client’s Photo Galleries 
      If you’ve fished with us, you can open your own photo gallery and show off your catches.  

   

 Click here to see all Galleries              Click angler’s names to visit their Gallery          Click here to request a Gallery of your own           

This grouping 
 Selected  by  

Our U.S. Staff 

Dan Smith’s  
Gallery 
Los Angeles, 
CA 
 
 

Peacock Bass 
    

The superstar of the Amazon  
World’s most powerful freshwater fish. 

Steve Craig’s 
Gallery, 
Tustin, CA  
 
 

Ray Heredia’s 
Gallery 
Sumpter, SC  
 
 

Giant  
Peacock 

Bass 
Cichla 

temensis 

Giant Peacock 
Bass - Cichla 

temensis 

Cichla 
temensis 

Giant Peacock 
Bass - Cichla 

temensis 

Giant Peacock 
Bass - Cichla 

temensis 

Giant Peacock 
Bass - Cichla 

temensis 

Chase 
Feskanin’s  
Gallery,  
Milford, NJ  

Cichla  
Vazzoleri 
    

Rio  
Travessão  
Peacock  
Bass Giant Peacock 

Bass - Cichla 
temensis 

Giant Peacock 
Bass - Cichla 

temensis 

Giant Peacock 
Bass - Cichla 

temensis 

Giant Peacock 
Bass - Cichla 

temensis 

https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=fmartinez
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=jburford
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=kcarlson
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=jpistone
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=scraig
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=tknoy
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=lfeskanin
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=jpickens
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=dsmith
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=pmaravelias
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/gallery.html?username=rheredia
https://www.acuteangling.com/galleries/
https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/extras-add-ons.html#photo-gallery


Fine food, superior service, 8-angler group size, floatplane ac-
cess, total comfort and, of course, trophy peacock bass 

     The floating bungalow concept is not new and not unique to the Amazon.  It’s been 
used as a tool to access otherwise difficult waters in many remote places.  Like most spe-
cialized tools, there are mechanical “trade-offs”.  The need for a shallow draft and compact 
size initially limited the amount of “extra baggage” in the form of luxuries that could be 
accommodated. However, after over 25 years of taking anglers fishing in the Amazon and 
listening carefully to their suggestions, we have 
been able to take this concept to the next level. 
     Our four fishing operations are different in 
structure and the missions they’re designed to 
accomplish.  But, being a vertically integrated 
entity, owning, operating, outfitting and organ-
izing our trips, we transfer what we learn in 
each one to any of the others where it might 
apply.  As in all of our operations, we employ 
experienced professional staff, the very best 
guides and an English-speaking host dedicated 
to client satisfaction.  Gourmet foods, fine 
wines, a well-stocked open bar, comfortable 
accommodations with private bathrooms, hot 
showers and top of the line fishing gear have 
allowed us to fine-tune this experience to lift our 
Floating Bungalow trips to a “First-class” level.  
     Our dedication to constantly evolve our operations has overcome the mechanical “trade
-offs” while retaining the concept’s original purpose - and our overriding goal - providing 
access to superior fishing.  Just flying in on a private floatplane lets you see how wild and 
remote this jungle really is. The floatplane’s 8 person limit defines the operation’s 4-
bungalow configuration, meaning only 8 like-minded anglers are present.  The ability to 
move into hard-to-get-to shallow backwaters or distant headwaters where big peacock bass 
live undisturbed means you’ll not only experience a polished, comfortable Amazon Adven-
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Breakfast on the water in our breezy dining room.  
Cool mornings make air-conditioning optional! 

A beachfront luau, Brazili-
an style;  with great food, 
fine wine and an intimate 
8-angler setting. 

Below:  Our shallow drafting floating 
bungalows can go almost anywhere in 
pursuit of great waters and optimal 
fishing conditions 

 

     We made sure that our anglers were treated fairly when their 
trip dates were forced to be rescheduled by the upheavals of this sea-
son.  We immediately gave them first choice of available open dates 
for next season.  This initiated a rapid filling of hundreds of next 
season’s fall openings, leaving very little availability for new anglers 
interested in arranging their own fishing trips of a lifetime.  Not to 
mention leaving us with nothing much to offer at our upcoming 
sportsman’s shows!  To rectify this anomaly, we’ve planned our trip 
schedule all the way out to 2023. 
     Our world has suffered pandemics before and likely will suffer 
them again, but they’ve always faded into the history books as our 
resilient species found medical solutions or gained herd immunity to 
a pathogen or watched it simply evolve into endemicity.  We’re a lot 
more competent now than we were 100 years ago, so we’ll almost 
certainly be able to call this one over more quickly than we did the 
others.  When this pandemic finally eases its way into the past, we 
know that there will be lots of pent up demand from anglers who’ve 
been confined to the pandemic jailhouse.      
     Countries world-wide are beginning to open their borders to 
travelers again, most with a few new rules in place.  We can’t predict 

precisely how the rest of the world will handle opening, but Brazil is 
now legally open and ready to fish. We expect our trips to begin operat-
ing again in a few short months, once things settle a bit more here. 
     While some of us are ready for travel soon, some of us prefer to 
put more a bit more distance between this forgettable time and their 
unforgettable fishing trips. Our expanded schedule allows us to have 
options for both... We are accepting bookings for the remainder of this 
fishing season and we’re booking trips beginning a year from now and 
reaching all the way out into 2023. We are excited and optimistic to get 
back to fishing soon, but if you are not quite ready yet, it is a great op-
tion to have something to look forward to far enough down the road to 
ensure your comfort.  If nothing else, a planned Amazon trip will help 
you get through the remainder of this pandemic! 
     We understand the need for flexibility in times that remain uncer-
tain, so any reservation made now, in addition to the built-in advantages 
of booking early also provides complete confidence that your invest-
ment is never at risk.  If your scheduled trip should become inoperable 
due to government regulations, health emergencies or other pandemic 
related concerns, you can select an alternative date at no charge and no 
risk to your deposit.  And no matter what price increases may occur in 
the future, your trip price will remain exactly as reserved, even in 2023. 
     The last page of this newsletter offers a list of trips available into 
2022, however, for details about trips scheduled into 2023, simply give 
us a call, toll-free at 866 832-2987 or check out the specific page on our 
website for the trip you’re interested in.  

ture with great fishing, but you can enjoy the unforget-
table sight of an undiluted starscape each night, with 
no electric lights to diminish the profound impact. 

Learn more 

https://www.acuteangling.com/peacock-bass-trips/floating-bungalow-camp.html
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Amaz0n Tidbits - News from the RIVER 
     

Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon, 
is the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it.  This 
column will appear from time to time in an effort to report 
actual news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction. 
    

     A New Species of Peacock Bass is Described - Cichla cata-

ractae, a newly identified species of peacock bass, has been 
described by a team of scientists from several countries.  The 
new species, the 16th now identified, was confirmed using both 
DNA (molecular) evidence and by its unique pattern of mark-
ings (morphometric differences).  Stuart Willis, a colleague and 
contributor to our website, was part of the international team 
that studied and described the new species.  Although the oldest 
known and preserved specimens of Cichla cataractae were col-
lected in 1908 by Carl H. Eigenmann (and referred to in his 
"The Freshwater Fishes of British Guiana"), these fish were 
finally described as a new species by the team this year. 
     Cichla cataractae is currently only known from the Essequi-
bo river and its western tributaries, located primarily in Guyana.  
They are a fast-water species and are found relating to rocky 
shoals.  These same waters also hold Cichla ocellaris, the spe-
cies introduced to Florida over two decades ago.  The new spe-

cies is said to reach sizes up to 15 pounds, although more com-
monly occurring in the 6 to 8 pound range; significantly larger 
sizes than its transplanted Florida cousins. 
 
     Peacock Bass Reclassified - Previously lumped into the or-
der Perciformes, a large grouping of modern bony fishes, the 
family Cichlidae, including the peacock bass, have been reclas-
sified into a newly formed order, Cichliformes.  The Cichlid 
family is  comprised of over 1700 separate species, the great 
majority of which are found in Africa and South America.  A 
second family included in the new order are the Pholidichthy-
idae, a rather dissimilar looking group known as blennies.  Mo-
lecular data determined the placement of the two families in the 
new order. 
     Interestingly, this somewhat esoteric taxonomic action may 
help anglers understand, that despite the name “bass”, peacocks 
are an extremely different animal than the universally known 
largemouth and smallmouth “bass” (who are actually sunfish). 
      
     All of this new scientific input means that our newly updat-
ed website needs yet another round of updating.  We may be all 
about fish, but they keep us on our toes. 

Scientific Analysis of Fishing and  Hydrologic Data Collected 
here Point up the Unique Character of this Giant Fish River! 

The initial objective of this analysis was to meet a governmental reporting requirement, 
characterizing the impact and sustainability of our sport fishing activity in the Rio 
Curicuriari.  Hydrological parameters, fishing effort and angler catches of the two species 
targeted by our sportfishing anglers were collected by Acute Angling’s guides and fish-
ing personnel during the 2019 season, according to a research plan and experimental de-
sign generated by ichthyological researchers Paulo Petry, 
PhD and Paul Reiss, PhD. The report is presented on our 
website and is translated from the original Portuguese. 
Taking a close look at the percentages in the chart below 
should be enough to blow any trophy angler’s mind. 

Click Here to  

Read Now 

Giant Peacock Bass 
(Cichla temensis) 
over 20-pounds are 
found here in higher 
              percentages 
                 than any  
                 place else  
                we’ve seen. 

https://www.acuteangling.com/amazon-gamefish/research-conservation/curicuriari-fishing-report.html


 

# Departs Manaus Returns Price  Availability   

*Note - Available spaces are 
shown as of Sept. 1, 2020 

  

Dates NOT listed  

are full. 

Toll-free (866) 832-2987 - Paul Reiss - Ext. 1 or Garry Reiss - Ext. 2    
or email us at  webmaster@acuteangling.com 

*Note - Dates available for group programs 
 are denoted with a blue background. - open - 

                                                                                                                          

Fall 2021 - Rio Matupiri - Indian Reservation     

F
a
ll 2

0
2

1
  

FE-01 Sept. 2nd, 2021 Sept. 9 $5350 -  5 openings - 

FE-03 Sept. 16th, 2021 Sept. 23 $5350 -  4 openings - 

FE-04 Sept. 23rd, 2021 Sept. 30 $5350 - open - 

Fall 2022 - Rio Negro Basin - Headwaters and Tributaries  

FF-01 Oct. 8th, 2021 Oct. 15 $5350 -  4 openings - 

FF-03 Oct. 22nd, 2021 Oct. 29 $5350 - open - 

FF-04 Oct. 29th, 202 Nov. 5 $5350 - open - 

FF-05 Nov. 5th, 2020 Nov. 12 $5350 - open - 

FF-06 Nov. 12th, 2020 Nov. 19 $5350 - open - 

   

$4250 - Double Occupancy 
$4750 - Single Occupancy 

                 Blackwater Explorer   
                           Amazon peacock bass  

                     $4850 - Double Occupancy  -  $5350 - Private Cabin 

# Departs Manaus Returns Price Availability 
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2
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NEW - Fall 2021 -  Harpy Eagle - Autaz Mirrim Reserve - Available 

FH-03 Sept. 3, 2021 Sept. 10 $5850 - open - 
FH-05 Sept. 17, 2021 Sept. 24 $5850 - open - 
FH-06 Sept. 24, 2021 Oct. 1 $5850 - open - 

F  Fall 2021 / Winter 2022 - Rio Negro Basin -  Available Spaces    
FN-07 Nov. 24, 2021 Dec. 1 $4850 - open - 

FN-10 Dec. 15, 2021 Dec. 22 $4850 - open - 

FN-11 Dec. 22, 2021 Dec. 29 Xmas - 8 openings - 

FN-12 Dec. 29, 2021 Jan. 5, 2022 $4850 - open - 

FN-14 Jan. 12, 2022 Jan. 19 $4850 - 9 openings - 

FN-16 Jan. 26, 2022 Feb. 2 $4850 - open - 

FN-18 Feb. 9, 2022 Feb. 16 $4850 - open - 

FN-19 Feb. 16, 2022 Feb. 23 $4850 - open - 

FN-21 March 2, 2022 March 9 $4850 - open - 

FN-22 March 9, 2022 March 16 $4850 - open - 

E  This Coming Season - Winter 2021 - Remaining Available Spaces  

EN-12 Dec. 29, 2020 Jan. 6, 2021 $4850 - 3 openings - W
in

ter 2
0
2

1
  

EN-13 Jan 6, 2021 Jan. 13 $4850 - 8 openings - 

EN-15 Jan 20, 2021 Jan. 27 $4850 - 2 openings - 

EN-17 Feb. 3, 2021 Feb. 10 $4850 - 6 openings - 

EN-20 Feb. 24, 2021 March 3 $4850 - 2 openings - 

EN-21 March  3, 2021 March 10 $4850 - open - 

  Leaves Manaus Returns Price Availability 
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2021 Winter 2021  - Floatplane Only Access  

EA-13 Dec. 29, 2021 Jan. 5 $6250 - open - 

EA-14 Jan. 5, 2021 Jan. 12 $6250 - 6 openings - 

EA-16 Jan. 19, 2021 Jan. 26 $6250 - open - 

EA-17 Jan. 26, 2021 Feb. 2 $6250 - open - 

EA-19 Feb. 9, 2021 Feb. 16 $6250 - 1 opening - 

EA-20 Feb. 16, 2020 Feb. 23 $6250 - 6 openings - 

Fall 2020 / Winter 2021 - Trip Dates     F
a
ll ‘2

0
 / W
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ter ‘2
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ET-06 Nov. 16th, 2020 Nov. 23 $5850 - 2 openings - 

ET-07 Nov. 23rd, 2020 Nov. 30 $5850 - 5 openings - 

ET-08 Nov. 30th, 2020 Dec. 7 $5850 - open - 

ET-10 Dec. 14th, 2020 Dec. 21 $5850 - open - 

ET-13 Jan. 4th, 2021 Dec. 14 $5850 - 4 openings - 

ET-15 Jan. 18th, 2021 Jan. 25 $5850 - 6 openings - 

ET-16 Jan. 25th, 2021 Feb. 1 $5850 - 1 opening - 

ET-18 Feb 8th, 2021 Feb. 15 $5850 - 4 openings - 

Fall 2021 - Call for Remaining Available Trip Dates    

  Leaves Manaus Returns Price Availability 
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2
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2021 Fall 2021  - Giant Peacock Bass  

FC-01 Aug. 21, 2021 Aug. 27 $7950 By Invitation 

FC-06 Sept. 20, 2021 Sept. 26 $7950 -  5 openings - 

FC-11 Oct. 20, 2021 Oct. 26 $7950 -  6 openings - 

FC-12 Oct. 26, 2021 Nov. 1 $7950 - open - 

FC-13 Nov. 1, 2021 Nov. 7 $7950 Full Group Only 

Acute angling’s Brazilian  Amaz0n   

Winter 2021 - Rio Negro Basin - Headwaters and Tributaries  
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EF-13 Jan. 5th, 2021 Jan. 12 $5350 -  6 openings - 

EF-14 Jan. 12th, 2021 Jan. 19 $5350 -  2 openings - 

EF-16 Jan. 19th, 2021 Jan. 26 $5350 - open - 

EF-17 Jan. 26th, 2021 Feb. 2 $5350 -  2 openings - 




