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until it is totally safe and legal to operate them.
2. Anglers will be able to reschedule their trip at
their convenience at no charge.
B. What will be covered by the IMG/Global Rescue
policy, that is provided by Acute Angling?
1. Your policy stays in effect during and after
this coronavirus response period and continues to
cover health, job, family and travel related issues.
2. Our insurance carrier has assured us that the
coverage provided to you as part of your trip
package, will apply, as always, to cover a policy
holder who has contracted an infectious disease
(coronavirus included) and needs to cancel a trip
due to the disease.
3. The policy will cover someone whose already
approved vacation time is revoked due to having
to work if it is related to the coronavirus.
C. What happens in reference to quarantines, if they
are in effect at travel time;
1. If we cannot travel, Acute Angling will postpone its operations and reschedule.
2. Insurance benefits could be available in the
event of a government quarantine of a specific
insured or if they are treated for the illness
during their travels.
3. Quarantine can be a covered reason under trip
cancellation/interruption.
Our trips are still a long way off, so we don’t expect
today’s circumstances to remain in effect that far
away. In fact, we suggest you use the anticipation
of your scheduled trip to help you get through the
doldrums of today’s isolation. In the meantime,
take care and be healthy. We look forward to taking
you fishing when all is well again.

Today’s extraordinary circumstances are affecting everyone. Although we
doubt that these circumstances will continue beyond the next few months,
we have implemented a policy that we feel will protect us all, just in case;
First word: If any of our trips cannot operate, due to health risk or regulatory reasons, they will be postponed until it is medically safe and totally legal to
operate them. In that event, anglers will be
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face-to-face, and to share our great trips with
best
possible response to this new threat. The
you. But this year, our show season was
abruptly cut short. We missed seeing many
foremost topic on everyone’s mind today is
of you … So.
the Coronavirus and how we can handle this
temporary new reality we find ourselves fac Call us instead - We’re here, available,
working from home. If you were planning to ing. In light of this uncertainty and in an efvisit in Ohio or Alaska, call instead. There
fort to remove at least one potential source of
remains a good selection of dates for next
anxiety for our fishing family, we have proacseason, even a few group dates. We can
treat your call just like a visit to our booth,
tively developed a policy to ensure that neiwith all of the show benefits included, just no ther you nor your trip investment is ever at
fancy backdrops and no handshake for now.
risk, regardless of where the virus and our
society’s responses take us.
Inside this issue:
All the experts are suggesting that this will
pass, perhaps in a matter of weeks, certainly in
Our COVID-19 Policy
…1
a matter of months. Thus, all of our scheduled
Virtual Club Meeting Service
…2 trips, which don’t begin until September,
should be well beyond the reach of the situaPhotos - Blackwater Explorer
…3 tion currently affecting us. But, in an effort to
Photos - Blackwater Explorer
…4 be prepared for anything, we’ve put a plan in
place and will be taking the most appropriate
Photos - Floating Bungalows
…5 steps to deal with any unexpected extension of
Photos - Blackwater Adventurer …6 today’s circumstances, combining our operational flexibility with your Acute Angling isArapaima Madness
…7 sued IMG/Global Rescue insurance policy.
Multi-Species Trip Update
…7 Here are answers to most likely questions;
Amazon Tidbits - News
…8 A. What will Acute Angling do if this continues longer than expected?
We’re a “Signature Outfitter”
…8
1. If any trips cannot operate, due to health Of course, we’d
2020 - 2021 Availability
…9
or regulatory reasons, they will be postponed rather be fishing

VOLUME 22

ISSUE 1

PAGE 2

Fishing Shows

It’s not often we find ourselves with time on our hands. Serious empty time, for you and we both! The sadness, loss and depression during this time is real, but we as humans still look for a
way forward, something to let us see past the difficulties. Nature
has truly dealt us some serious lemons this time, but we know
that our best response is to make lemonade. So, we’ve come up
with a few ways to squeeze ’em out and add some sugar.
Although our trips are still a long way off, and the sportsmen’s shows we’d normally be attending have been cancelled,
we’re still working (from home), and in some brand new ways.
A scene like this doesn’t even seem real anymore!
Actually, managing and preparing for our trips never really stops.
There’s a ton of administrative and organizational work to be
can connect with your fellow anglers and keep your club’s activities
moving forward. And as a bonus, we’ll provide your club with an exciting, educational live seminar, or ‘webinar”, about the extraordinary
Amazon; its fierce fishes and it’s unique characteristics. Sure, it’s virtual, but it’s the next best thing to being together and you’ll all enjoy
Club Meeting
learning about the most exciting freshwater fishing in the world.
The seminar is presented by Dr. Paul Reiss. With a PhD in Neotropical ichthyology (South American fish), he is recognized as one of
the world’s foremost experts on Cichla temensis, (the “giant peacock
bass”) and is the founder of Acute Angling, the Amazon’s premiere
provider of fishing trips for peacock bass and exotic Amazon gamefish
species. Dr. Reiss’ scientific work has led to the discovery of previously unknown aspects of the life cycles of Amazon fish and a series
of peer-reviewed scientific papers on the subject. He routinely takes
this expertise on the road, providing seminars and lecture series to a
broad spectrum of attendees, ranging from Safari Club International’s
conventions, to university classrooms and to local fishing clubs.
Meetings and seminars are not an in-person activity right now.
We’ll do this for your club at no charge. We can’t give back by
manufacturing PPE’s or ventilators, but we can use our time and experdone. Over the last two years, we’ve integrated a lot of it into
our GAMMA system … a proprietary, cloud-based management tise to make our fishing family’s and fellow sportsmen’s days a little
system that let’s us integrate our operations with our charter air- less bleak during these difficult times. Let us know if you’d like us to
line, our Manaus hotels, our international travel providers, our 6 work with you to make your club’s next meeting possible, interesting
and educational. For more information about this free cooperative
U.S. based staff members, our 52 Brazilian employees … and
service, contact Brent Moreland at 866 832-2987, extension 6, Joe
you, via our unique Personal Client Reservation Portals.
Fanelli at 760 845-3003 or Paul Reiss at 866-832-2987, extension 1.
But now we’ll be using our tech capabilities in some new
ways. We humans are social animals and
Our show booth is
social distancing is a difficult, counterinstinctual concept. We’re used to gatherwaiting for next
ing in like-minded groups, shaking hands,
year!
hugging, looking at each others faces, and
communicating. We sportsmen, in particular, love to share our passion … and our
fishing and hunting clubs routinely meet
together to give us that outlet. Well, we just
can’t do that right now, So, we’ve developed an alternative for these difficult times.
Let us host your club’s meeting. In
cooperation with your club leadership, we
can make your next meeting happen virtually. We can link your membership together,
at your desired meeting time, with your
usual members leading the meeting. You

You’ll never see a peacock bass fishing report like this from any
other Amazon operator. First of all, they simply don’t produce
like we do. Second, some operators do a lot of “fudging” (misleading anglers about fish sizes). We, however, keep precise
records, accurate weights and share our information. This way, October 22
you can know what to actually expect on an Acute Angling Ama- November 40
December 33
zon fishing trip and how to choose the trip that’s right for you.
As anglers, we know results can vary from day to day, week to
January
46
week and angler to angler. So, we’ve provided an analysis that
February 40
shows what can be expected, on the average, in each of our
March
18
three peacock bass focused operations in the Rio Negro basin.
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So what does this actually mean? Here are the key stats … Average fish per angler - 148 - This number reflects the grand
average of all 197 anglers on the Blackwater Explorer this past season - from professional BassMasters to 8 year old grandchildren. Average Trophies per angler - 2.5 - Yeah, that’s right, on the average anglers catch more than 2 trophy peacocks
on their Blackwater Explorer trips. - So, in a nutshell;
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Click here to see our anglers’ Photo Galleries

Click here to request a Gallery of your own
Scott Palmer,
Scottsdale, AZ

Buzz Paterson,
Storm Lake,
IA

Judy Palmer,
Scottsdale,
AZ

Ed Snider,
Somerset, OH

James Taron,
Sun Valley, CA
Even we were left wondering what kind
of lunatics try to navigate a vessel of
this size through waters like these.
Steve Paxton,
Somerset, OH
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7
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The key numbers
here, 110 fish and 2.8
trophies/angler, tell
us that our headwaters oriented, fly-in
Floating Bungalow
trip, with its intimate
connection to the Amazon ecosystem is
focused on trophysized peacocks.
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Our brand new
Blackwater Adventurer Results - January/February 2020
flagship brings
together an array
of never-before
combined capa- January 28
7
13
1.9
20
168
bilities and
February 28
7
23
3.3
22
198
unique features.
Averages 28
7
18
2.6
21.0
183
The key numbers,
an extraordinary 183 fish/angler and plentiful trophy–sized fish, tell us
that the Blackwater Adventurer trip, with its luxurious, intimate group
size is focused on a mix of excellent size and great productivity.
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Don’t miss this unique trip option. Giant arapaima.
Success Guaranteed!
Arapaima are tough to catch. Their dry season waters are rich
in food. By the time they start getting hungry, they’re in the riverspanning flooded forests. We’ve found a more dependable fishery;
a chain of 5 isolated lakes; independent of the floodplain; fishable
during our entire season, with hungry fish that take lures and flies!
A fisheries census of these lakes shows the total population to
be around 1000 fish, so it will be a long time before they start wising
up to anglers. You can bet on hooking one and we will! If you don’t
hook up at least once or land a fish, we’ll refund half the trip cost.
How’s that for a guarantee! We think it’s a pretty safe bet.
Jim Micinilio,
Stratford, CT

This one-day Arapaima trip is only available as an add-on
to our regular trips. The trip includes:
1. One extra night at our Manaus home-base hotel.
2. Pick up and return to the hotel (approx. 1½ hour drive).
3. Delicious lunch, Amazon style.
4. One day hosted activity and guided fishing.
5. All rods, reels, lines and lures (fly fishing gear not included).
We’ve negotiated the exclusive rights to this privately
owned fishery and it is available throughout our fishing season.
Price per angler is $1250 USD. Anglers fish two to a boat with
a Brazilian guide. Access is limited to 2 anglers/day, so dates
must be arranged in advance to fine-tune your travel and attach
this add-on successfully to your existing trip schedule.

Mike Lucarelli,
Mechanicville,
NY and
Tom Perrault,
Stillwater, NY

Jim Micinilio with
one of the plentiful
tambaqui that share
these waters.

Alec Stitick,
La Canada, CA

David Timm,
Oakdale, MN

Jennell Keiser
and Eric Pratt,
Muskegon,
MI

with an enormous 240lb.
monster arapaima

We’ve built Picapau Lodge on Picapau island (Portuguese
for “woodpecker”). The sandy island sits in the middle of a
spectacular highlands river, with endless habitat variation. From
Unique in all of Amazonia, actually in all the world, our extraor- picturesque waterfalls to roaring rapids, still-water pools and
slow-moving tributaries,
dinary multi-species variety trip prothese varied habitats give
vides access to the broadest range
us access to fanged
of Amazon river monsters we’ve
payara, huge wolfish, feisty
ever encountered in one place.
fast-water peacock bass,
Imagine a pristine, primeval
the Amazon’s biggest catforest, carved and sliced by a braidfish and lots more in this
ed, fast-moving river, extending,
exclusive reservation.
unoccupied, with no sign of the exWatch for our next
istence of humanity, for 2-days travissue and learn more
el from our island-based lodge. Unabout this incredible Amalike almost any other unfrozen area
zon experience, or visit our
of its size on our planet, this is the
information filled website
setting for our comfortable multiand learn more, right now.
species Amazon adventure.

So we’ll have a full fishing report and lots of client
trophy photos in our next issue.
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Amaz0n Tidbits - News from the RIVER
Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon,
is the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it. This
column will appear from time to time in an effort to report
actual news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction.
We’re all going a bit nuts during this time - but as of this
writing the talking heads are suggesting that maybe, just maybe, we’re approaching the top of this ugly COVID-19 hill.
There’s a hint of light at the end of this tunnel. There are new
types of tests on the way and maybe some mitigating and preventative mechanisms on the horizon. There’s even some realistic planning about how to integrate our ongoing cautious response to the disease itself with a gradual reopening of our
economy and a return to something resembling normal life.
Of course, things change so fast with this pandemic that
there might be a whole different perspective by the time you
read this. But really, a little optimism after this brutally depressing period certainly can’t hurt. So we’re doing a few
things to get ready for the future.
We’re all in this together - We understand just how challenging this time is for everyone in our milieu; all of us who
love fishing, hunting, travel, and the outdoors. So, in an effort
to give back to our fellow sportsmen; to use our currently static
array of technical and personnel resources in a positive way;
and to help ourselves remain engaged with you, our clients, we
have some ideas.

We’ve been to lots of places, but
we’re particularly excited to now find
ourselves featured in Cabela’s
CLUB’s Signature Events Catalog. For several years now,
Cabela’s CLUB has been organizing groups aboard our beautiful
Blackwater Explorer yacht.
Upon their return this past
season, the group leader, Joshua
Workman, made our day with this
great report.
“To start it off, this trip was incredible and we couldn’t have asked for a better time. The fishing was phenomenal and
boats averaged 49 fish per day. The guides were
great and they knew where to go to find good fish.
Overall, great staff, great guides, amazing food and service. All the guests left smiling with great memories and said

Fishing clubs can’t meet - We use a high technology underlayment to manage our complex logistics and group activities. In today’s extraordinary circumstances, we are using it
ourselves to work from home. This difficult situation has not
only cancelled trade shows and in-person presentations, it has
undoubtedly cancelled your club meetings as well.
We would like to do our part by sharing our technical capabilities with your organization. We are willing to host your
club event in an online virtual meeting, in place of the currently
impossible in-person alternative. You can hold your club meeting just as though you were in your usual environment, exchanging information and communicating directly with your
membership. We’ll provide an engaging and educational seminar about the incredible Amazon and its Fierce Fishes to help
your membership break their enforced boredom. Enjoy the
presentation, learn about Amazon fishing trips, ask questions
and then take back the podium to complete your club’s business. With our technology, you can hold your meeting with
several of your club’s leaders speaking and presenting, while up
to 100 attendees can be virtually present and involved. There is
no fee. You get to hold your meeting, your members get a high
-end presentation and we get to tell them a little bit about us.
Anglers can’t easily plan now - But, keep an eye open for
future emails from us. We’ll offer some interesting new material on our website and perhaps some adaptable new ways you
can plan for your angling future, benefit from really low airline
ticket prices, and still avoid risking doing something too soon.

it was one of the best trips they had been on.
We started a recognition program this
year for outfitters that partner with us.
We bring a plaque with us to present to those outfitters that
just knock it out of the park
in customer service and
hospitality. Hands down
your staff on the Black
Water Explorer
earned it and I was
happy to present it on
our last dinner.”
Recognition like
this, from the world’s
best known and most
respected organization in
our industry makes us not
just proud, but gives everyone in our organization an extraordinary sense of satisfaction,
knowing that our hard work and dedication is acknowledged and appreciated by the people who know this industry better than anyone else.

Acute angling’s Brazilian Amaz0n
*Note - Available spaces are
shown as of April 10, 2020

Dates NOT listed
are full.

#

Oct. 12th, 2020

Oct. 19

$5850

- 2 openings -

ET-02

Oct. 19th, 2020

Oct. 26

$5850

- 2 openings -

Blackwater
Explorer
$4250 - Double Occupancy

ET-03

Oct. 26th, 2020

Nov. 2

$5850

- 7 openings -

ET-04

Nov. 2nd, 2020

Nov. 9

$5850

- 2 openings -

$4850 - Double Occupancy - $5350 - Private Cabin

ET-06

Nov. 16th, 2020

Nov. 23

$5850

- 2 openings -

ET-07

Nov. 23rd, 2020

Nov. 30

$5850

- 5 openings -

ET-08

Nov. 30th, 2020

Dec. 7

$5850

- open -

ET-13

Jan. 4th, 2021

Dec. 14

$5850

- 1 opening -

ET-16

Jan. 25th, 2021

Feb. 1

$5850

- 1 opening -

Departs Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

This Coming Season - Fall 2020 - Igapó Aҫu Reserve - Available Spaces
Sept. 7

$5850

- 1 opening -

EI-06

Sept. 28, 2020

Oct. 5

$5850

- 6 openings -

Fall 2020 / Winter 2021 - Rio Negro Basin - Available Spaces

EN-06

Nov. 20, 2020

$4850

EN-07
EN-10

- 12 openings

Nov. 28, 2020

Dec. 4

$4850

- open -

Dec. 18, 2020

Dec. 22

$4000

- 6 openings -

Xmas

Dec. 22, 2020

Dec. 29

$4850

- open -

EN-12

Dec. 29, 2020

Jan. 6, 2021

$4850

- 1 opening -

EN-15

Jan 20, 2021

Jan. 27

$4850

- 3 openings -

EN-17

Feb. 3, 2021

Feb. 10

$4850

- 5 openings -

EN-20

Feb. 24, 2021

March 3

$4850

- 2 openings -

EN-21

March 3, 2021

March 10

$4850

- 6 openings -

Next Season - Fall 2021 - Igapó Aҫu Reserve

FI-04

Sept. 13, 2021

Sept. 20

$5850

- 5 openings -

FI-07

Oct. 4, 2021

Oct. 11

$5850

- 4 openings -

Fall 2021 - Rio Negro Basin - Available Spaces

Fall ‘21

F

Fall 2020 / Winter 2021 - Rio Negro Basin - Trip Dates
EF-01

Oct. 4th, 2020

Oct. 11

$5350

- 6 openings -

EF-03

Oct. 18th, 2020

Oct. 25

$5350

- 2 openings -

EF-04

Oct. 25th, 2020

Nov. 1

$5350

- open -

EF-05

Nov. 1st, 2020

Nov. 8

$5350

- 4 openings -

EF-07

Nov. 15th, 2020

Nov. 22

$5350

- open -

EF-08

Nov. 22nd, 2020

Nov. 29

$5350

- open -

EF-09

Nov. 29th, 2020

Dec. 6

$5350

- open -

EF-10

Dec. 6th, 2020

Dec. 13

$5350

- 3 openings -

EF-11

Dec. 13th, 2020

Dec. 20

$5350

- open -

EF-14

Jan. 5th, 2021

Jan. 12

$5350

- open -

EF-17

Jan. 26th, 2021

Feb. 2

$5350

- 4 openings -

EF-20

Feb. 16th, 2021

Feb. 23

$5350

- open -

FN-01

Oct. 13, 2021

Oct. 20

$4850

- 12 openings -

FN-02

Oct. 20, 2021

Oct. 27

$4850

- open -

FN-03

Oct. 27, 2021

Nov. 3

$4850

- open -

FN-04

Nov. 3, 2021

Nov. 10

$4850

- open -

EF-21

Feb. 23rd, 2021

Mar. 2

$5350

- open -

FN-05

Nov. 10, 2021

Nov. 17

$4850

- open -

EF-22

Mar. 2nd, 2021

Mar. 9

$5350

- open -

FN-07

Nov. 24, 2021

Dec. 1

$4850

- open -

Leaves Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

Leaves Manaus

Returns

Price

EC-02

Aug. 31, 2020

Sept. 7

$7950

- 2 openings -

EC-05

Sept. 21, 2020

Sept. 28

$7950

- open -

EC-07

Oct. 5, 2020

Oct. 12

$7950

- 6 openings -

EC-09

Oct. 19, 2020

Oct. 26

$7950

- open -

EC-10

Oct. 26 2020

Nov. 2

$7950

Full Group Only

*Note - Dates available for group programs
are denoted with a blue background.

- open -

2021

Fall 2020

Fall 2020 - Giant Peacock Bass

Winter 2020 - Floatplane Only Access

EA-13

Dec. 29, 2021

Jan. 5

$6250

- open -

EA-14

Jan. 5, 2020

Jan. 12

$6250

- 4 openings -

EA-15

Jan. 12, 2020

Jan. 19

$6250

- 6 openings -

EA-17

Jan. 26, 2021

Feb. 2

$6250

- open -

EA-20

Feb. 16, 2020

Feb. 23

$6250

- 6 openings -

EA-23

Mar. 9, 2021

Mar. 16

$6250

- open -

Winter 2021

2020

Availability

Fall 2020 / Winter 2021

Nov. 28

Fall 2020 / Winter 2021

Aug. 31, 2020

F

Availability

ET-01

EI-02

E

Price

Fall ‘20 / Winter ‘21

E

Returns

Fall 2020 / Winter 2021 - Trip Dates

- Single Occupancy
Amazon peacock$4750
bass

#

Departs Manaus

Toll-free (866) 832-2987 - Paul Reiss - Ext. 1 or Garry Reiss - Ext. 2
or email us at webmaster@acuteangling.com

