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We all know how bad this last year has been—no sense in rehashing it all
again. We’re looking ahead now, focused on the increasingly bright light now
shining at the end of the pandemic tunnel. With vaccines already having a big
impact and more and more of our world reintegrating itself, humanity is finally
getting control over the pandemic. And we humans are regaining control of our
lives. We’re going to be able to hug each other again, to turn our masks into
drink coasters and do all the things that bring
joy, excitement and satisfaction into our lives
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themselves simultaneously, and somehow they did.
The airlines began to fly again in November. Fisheries reopened throughout Amazonas. We learned
how to deal with the testing requirements and implemented all of the necessary protocols to ensure
safety against Covid. We operated, albeit at a partial level, from November through mid-January.
Although it seemed wisest to just turn tail and hide,
and, maybe it might have been for some, we're just
not ones to cut and run. We found the strength to
prevail for four important reasons; our commitment
to our clients who chose to fish, our employees; the
Indigenous tribes who depend on us and keeping
our operations documented and current.
We learned a great deal during this time, operating under the Cleveland Clinic’s Covid-19 protocols. It has made every aspect of our operations
safer and more secure than ever before. We’ve also
learned how to navigate the Continued on Page 2
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regulations that have been in effect during this period, including testing and transport. It wasn’t easy but we eventually made it all
work. Now, although we realize that most of those regulations won’t
be relevant much longer, we have all the pieces ready if needed.
As the owner, operator, outfitter and organizer of our trips, we
deal with a lot of moving parts. Our yacht, floating hotel, jungle lodge
and bungalows get refurbished and prepped each year before the season. Our fishing tackle, boats and outboards all are overhauled or
replaced. Our permits, contracts, licenses and regulatory compliance
all get re-upped yearly. And our staff, after nearly a year of suffering
like the rest of us, are getting salary advances, reintegration, refresher
courses, and sadly, as in the loss of our beloved Barbara, replacement.
Our world is doing better than has at anytime during this last
year, but by the time our season begins this fall, we expect to be back
to normal (perhaps a slightly “new” normal, but normal nonetheless). The U.S. predicts that all requesting adults and children over 16
will be vaccinated by this summer, maybe even by the end of May;
Brazil is predicting July. Travel is already getting easier again and
airline prices remain very low.
So, it’s time to start thinking about booking that fishing trip of a
lifetime. If you haven’t yet been in touch with us, now is the time to
get started. We, along with our Amazon fishing family are ready and
raring to go fishing, and our schedule is filling frighteningly quickly.
It’s been a long, dreary year, but top-water explosions, broken tackle
and trophy dreams are rising to the forefront again.

In addition to providing the finest fishing trips in the
Amazon Basin, Acute Angling takes care of every
aspect of your fishing trip and travel prep.
“All-Inclusive” - Our trip price is
truly “all-inclusive” and covers everything you’ll need for your Amazon
experience (except commercial
airfare and tips) ... No hokey “extras”
- no surprise charges. From the moment
you step out of customs, we include all
fishing activity, tackle provision, food,
drink, open bar, charter flight, transfers,
hotels and services. Bring three changes
of clothing and your toothbrush … We provide everything else at no extra charge.
Warning! — You may see the term “allinclusive” used elsewhere, but it’s not really
as claimed. It’s used simply as a cover to
avoid appearing to be inferior. No one
else provides travel insurance, a Global
Rescue subscription, or free lures and
jigs, or a fully open bar, or all licenses and fees
paid, we could go on and on, but you get the idea.
“Fully-Insured” — Your trip investment is never at
risk … Our “all-inclusive package includes a personal travel insurance policy from IMG, covering your full trip price, baggage protection and medical emergencies. You and your trip investment are
never at risk ... A Global Rescue subscription covers any health or
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Jim Butters of Califon, NJ
has been an Acute
Angler for the entire
25 years of our history. He was founder and principal
of a ground-breaking school and
-

special education system. Jim was known
to many in our fishing family. He
passed of a stroke
this fall - RIP
1938 –2020

emergency extraction needs, bringing you all the way home. We are
also fully insured … you’re covered for any accidental liability.
Covid-safe — We adhere to the ATTA/Cleveland Clinic’s safe operating protocols. Our fishing operations functioned safely and in compliance with both U.S. and Brazilian requirements during the midst of the
pandemic. With the world returning to normal, we’re fully prepared to
ensure your comfort and safety even more easily.
“Totally Turn key” — You’ll never stumble over
trip preparation or find unforeseen complications ... We provide an all-encompassing
online personal portal that walks
you through every step of
your pre-trip planning, from
documentation to flight organization. Our expert staff
provides complete customer
support. We’ll be holding your
hand all the way.
Complete Air Travel Services
— We can take care of all of your air
transportation needs. We typically
can access better pricing and availability than published rates. Our
travel specialist, Alexy
Mesa, can organize all of
your domestic and international travel arrangements
and can guarantee that
your arrival and departure
times are correct.
If you’re planning the trip
of a lifetime, do it with a company that handles all of the complexity, leaving you free to relax,
enjoy and have unworried fun.
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We humans are social animals and social distancing, quarantines and lockdowns are difficult, counter-instinctual concepts.
We’re used to gathering in likeminded groups, shaking hands,
looking at each other’s faces, and
communicating. We sportsmen, in
particular, love to share our passion
… and outdoor sportsman's shows
normally give us that outlet. Well,
they’ve mostly been cancelled! We
just haven’t been able to see you all
in person like we usually do. So,
we’ve developed an alternative to
let us move past the impacts of this
difficult year.
We’ve created a virtual show.
You don’t have to get on a plane,
or buy a ticket or even wear a
mask, just log in. Come and chat
with the same experts you’ve met
in the past at Safari Club International, Dallas Safari Club and all of
the other venues that couldn’t open
their doors this past year. You can
browse our “virtual booth”, review
our trip information and meet personally with our experts.
President and founder Paul
Reiss, PhD. will be on hand
throughout show hours. His doctorate in Neotropical Ichthyology
(Amazon fishes) ensures that our
Acute Anglers are fishing with the
most knowledgeable operation in
the Amazon. You can meet with our
Sales Manager and Trip Host, Brent
Moreland; an avid and experienced
angler with a dozen Amazon seasons under his belt, Brent is a mainstay on many of our early season
trips, providing a personal touch as
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your host. Joe Fanelli, an experienced Amazon angler who has
landed rare exotic species that others can only dream about will
also be at your disposal. He is
addicted to catching river monsters on the fly in some of the
Amazon’s most remote locations.
Can’t wait till show time …
Want to talk now? Once you’ve
registered, you can set up a personal Zoom meeting (or invite
your whole group) and find out
everything you need to know
about the trip and date that’s right
for you.
Our first virtual show, held
in February was very successful,
but, like all first efforts came
complete with a few technical
glitches. We’ve had time to work
out the kinks for our next effort
and we think you’ll find it easier
than ever to visit with us and experience the same personal communication that you enjoy at a
real show, and more. With screen
sharing, we can put our trip info
right on your screen, providing
more detail than ever before. But
even better, we’ll be providing our
trips complete with our “show
special” discount package … and
all registered visitors are eligible
for our $500 trip voucher giveaway Reserve the fishing trip of a
lifetime from the comfort of your
home and save money while
you’re at it! What could be better!
Once registered, you can
schedule a personal Zoom
meeting with any of our
Amazon fishing experts, at
your convenience

Register Now
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I am very sorry to hear about Barbara. I was fortunate enough to be on two
trips with her and she made the trip
extra special. Always a smile on her
face and the best host. We will all miss
her very much.
Robert Moughalian
We want to express our deep sorrow for
the passing away of our dear friend
Barbara. Please, we want you to convey
our sorrow to her family and friends on
behalf of the Full Adventures Group of
the Dominican Republic. Rest in peace
Luis Baez — Full Adventures
So sad to hear this news. She was a
very nice lady and treated our group
with grace and kindness. Sincere condolences to her family.
Leslie Goldberg
Terribly sorry to hear this
Robert Barham
Very sweet lady. Always enjoyed her
company. - Steve Mccreary
She was very special and full of life.
C. Mitchell
So very, very sorry to hear of Barb’s
passing. We had so much fun the three
trips we were on. - Mary N.
Barbara was such a wonderful person
and so helpful to the guests. I am so
sorry to hear about her passing.
I'm sure that the entire Acute Angling
family will miss her. Pura vida, Gary Carter
I remember Barbara's radiant smile
that lit up the room. Please express my
condolences. - Arnold R. Shapack
It will be very sad at the airport next
time. We are always looking to
see Barbara when we get off of the
plane. She was the start of the
show!!! Next time we’ll have years of
stories to tell on the big boat at night. I
started to write a song about Barbara
& Blackwater
Jimmy Taron — Stoked on Fishing
I am so sorry to hear of Barbara’s
passing – I know she meant a lot to you
and what a wonderful Hostess she
was! My condolences. - Dirk Dahlke
So sorry to hear of Barbara's passing. I
will always remember her sitting at a
table and hand making our "jigs" for
peacock bass fishing! Each lure was a
masterpiece! - G. Walker
I'm so sorry to hear this. My condolences to her family and everyone at Acute.
She was an awesome lady and incredible host. - Joshua Workman - Cabelas

2020 has been a horrible
year. We’ve all suffered in
many ways. But for us, at
Acute Angling, the absolute
worst, the straw that broke the
camel’s back, has been the
passing of Barbara Francisca
da Silva, our beloved hostess
on the Blackwater Explorer.
Barbara lost her battle with
cancer on Dec. 23, 2020. Barbara was not only our esteemed
colleague, but a dear friend.
We know that she also genuinely touched the lives of thousands of our anglers during her
decades of dedicated service
with Acute Angling. As hostess
and heart of the Blackwater
Explorer yacht, Barbara’s presence made our entire Fishing Family’s Amazon experiences brighter and broader.
Barbara did
everything with
great intensity,
whether it was
making sure that
every one of her
anglers on the
Blackwater Explorer was having the
best trip possible,
or proving that she
could outfish us all,
any time she wanted to. She was a
larger than life
presence.

1959 - 2020 … Rest in peace.
We love our staff - All of them. They make an incredible
team and each one of them is precious to us. It’s why
our trips are the best in the Amazon and why Acute Angling is the Amazon’s premiere fishing trip operator.
Many years ago we lost our captain, Reginaldo Magalhaes to a horrible accident. We all mourned his loss and felt it as a palpable
wound in the structure of our team. We took it upon ourselves to
create a college fund for his orphaned young daughter and took our
time licking our wounds. As the next season rolled around, however, we had to get back in the game. We retrained one of our trusted
staff and hired a new experienced captain as well. The team, although painfully wounded by Reggie’s loss, came back stronger
than ever when it was time to get back to work. As badly as we
miss Barbara and as palpable the wound we are suffering, we look
forward to introducing our anglers to our new host, who will carry
the torch next, reflecting her style and our commitment to quality.

Barbara showed me how to make jigs,
the process was so much fun, with help
of caipirinhas of course. Watching Barbara’s smooth easy precision, each jig a
masterpiece. Well, along comes my turn
at Barbara’s vise, I did everything just
like Barbara, and was proud of my effort. Barbara said “tie it on and toss it
in, let’s see it work”. I tied it on, gave it
a good hard flip only to see a cloud of
red and yellow bucktail gently floating
down around us. I have never laughed
harder..reeled in the near naked jig to
even more laughter...... Barbara was a
great friend, always made the trip special, and eventually my jigs stayed together—and have caught many fish.
Forever Barbara thanks
Ronald Richardson
Very sad to hear. God bless her family
and friends forever. She is wonderful.
Cullen Brimhall
A wonderful LADY. She will be missed.
David Dunafon
This breaks my heart. I spent a few long
nights chatting with her as she tied our
flies for the next morning, long after
everyone else was in bed. She was an
amazing lady and I will always miss her.
I lost my mom two days prior to Barbara's passing. Here is to 2020 going
away and 2021 being amazing.
We can't wait to come fish with you all
again, real soon. - Shaun Bullock
I’m so saddened to hear that. Barbara
was an amazing person and really made
everyone feel welcomed and at home on
the trip. My condolences to you and her
family as I know she will be missed dearly. - Grant Dunbar
This is so shocking. I am just lost for
words. Barbara was such a nice lady and
I am just devastated to hear the news.
May she rest in peace. Please send my
condolences to her family. I have a video
of Barbara showing me how she ties her
killer peacock bass jigs on board the
Blackwater Explorer. This is a video that
I will treasure. - Richard Hsi
I'm very sorry to hear of Barbara's passing. I traveled alone on my 2 trips on the
Blackwater. I had the chance to share
an afternoon of fishing with her the last
time I was down a few years back. We
had a great time that day. She will be
greatly missed. - Sheldon Maracle
I am so sorry to hear this news she sure
was a leader and in the forefront of
Acute Angling’s operation. I can say I
am a better person after only spending
time with her on our trip last December.
Prayers for her family during this vary
difficult time. You and your organization
will miss her deeply. - Doug Wyrwicki
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Terrible news. Barbara was one of the
things that made the trip extra special.
Dave Fitton
She was like a mom to us when we were
on her boat. - Jeremy Otten
So sorry to hear about her passing. We
definitely enjoyed our time with her on
our fishing trip. - Jeanette Carroll
What a horrible loss. She will be missed
by many - Elmo Romei
So sorry, dear Barbara-RIP. - Stan and
Victoria King
Barbara had a unique ability to hear
what people’s needs are. She was able
to provide a better experience for everyone aboard. - Brent BM. Moreland
Saddened to read this news about Barbara, she was the hostess with the mostest! She made sure we wanted for nothing and had everything to make the trip
special, whether it be a special drink,
meal or her wonderful flies. Hugs to her
Blackwater Explorer family and all
those whose lives she touched. - Shari
Leonard
Eric and I absolutely loved Barbara!
We were so sad to hear the news! Barbara had a way to take care of everyone, in such a special way! Unbelievably saddened by the news! Sending a
hug to everyone at Acute Angling for
the loss of your friend and beloved
colleague—Jenell Keiser
Thanks to you my mother was a warrior
a fighter example of life and determination until the last moment of life she
wanted to be at work in the place she
liked but she is in the river, but god
prepared and look her into his little star
that whenever I will see her looking at
us, my mother misses eternally ,my rose
but beautiful from the garden of God,
my name is lea daughter but my pride is
my mother... thank you all - Léa Silva
Barbara made both of our Blackwater
Explorer adventures absolutely wonderful. She was a very talented, kind,
and welcoming person. I’m so saddened
by her passing. - Sandra Holwell Hartsburg
Very sorry to hear this. I was looking
forward to meeting her on out trip next
year. - Ashley Perry
Such sad news! She was such a great
hostess on our Amazon trip!! Condolences to her family!! - Wayne Morris
I had the pleasure of working with Barbara , I'm so sorry to hear of her passing. - Doug Knepp
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Barbara was born in 1959 in Boa
Vista, Roraima, Brazil. She has left
behind 3 children, an adopted daughter and 9 grandchildren.
Back in the mid-90’s, when Acute
Angling began its operations in Brazil, the only way to get there was a
twice-weekly flight on (the now quiescent) Loyd Aero Boliviano … and
the first face you saw as you exited
the aircraft was Barbara, then the
English-speaking representative for
Loyd. I’d stop to chat with her often
in those days.
Nearly a decade later, now working for TAM, Barbara rescued my
daughter from a visa paperwork disaster as she arrived in Brazil to join
me on the very first exploration of the
Rio Marié. The next time I saw Barbara, I stopped to thank her and asked
how I could show my gratitude. I
was stunned when she said, “Hire me as a hostess”. As I tried to
stutter a response to this impeccably coiffed and dressed woman
(wearing a formal 3piece airline suit), that
she didn’t understand
the ramifications of
spending months on
end in the jungle, she
beat me to the punch.
“I happen to know
you pay your hosts
four times what the
airline is paying me”.
Two weeks later
Barbara, (still impeccably dressed), was
hosting an exploratory
trip in a spike camp in Brazil’s northern mountains; fully-equipped
with nylon tents and portapotties. She proved she could
handle anything.
In 2008 we built the Blackwater Explorer. Barbara
quickly took one look, demanded the hosting job and
owned it as though she was
born for it. In fact, she probably was.
Barbara’s days with us
were rich in experiences, wide
-ranging travel and gracious
relationships with thousands
of Acute Anglers.

So sorry - Keith Vancamp
We enjoyed her very much on our trip. I
can’t imagine how many flies she has
made over the years, We bought her out
daily! hugs to her family and friends, she
will be missed!!!! - Kelly Powell
Having coffee with Barbara early in the
morning before everyone else came in for
breakfast was one of the most memorable
parts of my trip. - Don Shaw

Very special lady, she treated us so well.
We were lucky enough to have enjoyed
two trips with Barbara. She will be
missed. - Terry Hartsburg
Makes her fly’s she tied that I brought
home, that much more special!
Wayne Morris
So sorry. She was always a joy. - Bill
Knauer
Very sad news she was a nice person
- Nathan Larimore
Sorry to hear this, she was a wonderful
person - Dennis Bell.
She was a sweet person & excellent host.
She will be missed. - Phil Hernandez
R.I.P. Barbara

- Alex Fuller

Very sorry to hear. - Tim Herald
Sorry to hear, she was quite a woman ! Sky Herring
Gut wrenching news. - John Ducksbury
Sad to hear. She will be greatly missed Sam Maracle
A sweet lady that was always ready to
help you with anything - Steve Paxton
Sorry for the loss Paul, I know she will
be greatly missed. On our last trip with
you, Barbara and her staff really impressed me with how they took care of
me and my gluten free requirements. Just
a tiny example of her dedication and
attention to details. She did so much for
everyone. I asked Barbara the story of
how she ended up on the Blackwater.
You were a big part of her life. I know
her family must appreciate how you
enriched her life in so many ways. Sincerely, Nicholas J Leach
Dear Garry & Paul our sincerest condolences to you and Barbara's family. We
had such a great time fishing with her on
the blackwater last February/March. I
am privileged to have a jig she tied for
me to put in the mouth of my Peacock
Bass. I'll think of her every time I see it. Sincerely Rena and Brian Muench

Client Photos from our limited operations this past season.
Click here to see our complete client’s Photo Galleries
Sawyer
Smith,
Gaithersburg, MD
with a Rio
Negro
peacock

Ken Perrault, Stillwater,
NY, with a sorubim

Ken Perrault,
Stillwater, NY,
with a wolfish

Michael Grant, Tahoe City,
CA with a big arapaima

Michael Grant, Tahoe City,
CA with a big piraiba

More Info about
arapaima

Ken Perrault,
Stillwater, NY,
with a redtail
catfish
Tommy
Perrault,
Stillwater, NY,
with a payara

Tommy
Perrault,
Stillwater, NY,
with a Rio Travessao peacock
Christie Bender, Pottstown,
PA, with a Rio
Negro peacock

Michael Grant, Tahoe City, CA with an
arapaima on
More Info
the fly
Bob DeCampli,
Pottstown, PA,
with a Rio Negro peacock

VOLUME 22

ISSUE 2

PAGE 7

Once again, we’re heading into the unknown an unfished, unexplored, Multi-species fishery
In 2019, Wellington Melo and Paul Reiss, at the invitation of a
Northern Amazonas tribal council, spent several days taking a first look
at a complex, headwaters fishery formed by the confluence of 5 small
rivers, emptying into a broad central channel in the mountainous
Kwamasamutu area. This essentially inaccessible region is separated
from the lower river by a massive, convoluted
complex of rapids and waterfalls. The almost The peacock bass just kept
coming - 2 at a
impassable blockade has obliged all of the
time
tribal communities to settle in the relatively
more navigable lower river, leaving the headwaters totally uninhabited - an angler’s dream.
Acute Angling routinely searches for new
fisheries with a quick, two-day first look.
We’ll send in two of our decision makers to
take the first tentative steps in new waters like
this, usually a floatplane drop-off, two days of
fishing and exploring the region in a boat or
two with local residents and then a floatplane
pick-up to take us out. It’s fairly efficient and
it allows us to survey new regions every year
without complex contracts, just a friendly invitation. If it looks promising, we’ll get organized for a larger scale exploration a few years down
the road. That’s how we find many of our exclusive fisheries.
Not so simple with this one. First off, our visit was preceded by
reams of applications, paperwork and permits due to the protected nature of the region. Moreover, a two-day drop-off wasn’t in the realm of
possibility here; no local resident with a boat exists in the uninhabited
frontier region above the rapids. Our floatplane dropped us off at the
most upriver community in the reservation, where we hoped to arrange
for boats and four strong young tribal men to help us drag the boats up
through the ridiculously wild set of rapids, braids and waterfalls that
separated us from the fishable parts of this waterway. But we weren’t
leaving anytime soon. Most of the first day was spent in a community
meeting, negotiating for what we needed, explaining our intentions and
the potential future ramifications to the chief and the entire tribe. By
Somehow, the rapids didn’t look so
tough from the air

the next morning we had two decent aluminum boats and four
excited volunteers. We brought our own motors, mounted
them and started off, learning as went that it would take a full
day just to pass the rapids. We set up camp in the dark. It
wasn’t until the next morning, Day 3, that we would finally
begin to probe the waters.
With only a day to get a feel for the fishery, we set to
work at dawn, fishing our way upriver. Our first stop was a
lagoon-like pool just off the main channel.
That probably ruined our ability to do our
job the way we should have. The place was
absolutely loaded with hefty C. vazzoleri
peacock bass and we were having such a
stupefyingly good time catching them that
we forgot to leave. Sixty fish later we realized we had stayed more than two hours
and were still not more than a mile from
Wolfish
dominated our campsite. With sheepish grins, we left
the creek the peacocks behind and started running
mouths
upriver like two bad boys late for school.
But we kept getting distracted. Every
creek mouth called us and we just had to
investigate them all; each time falling victim to time-consuming attacks by surface-blasting wolfish.
Probing massive mid-river rockpiles took up yet more time.
Before we knew it we found ourselves looking at lateafternoon shadows without ever having dropped a line for
catfish. It was time to catch some piranha for bait, normally a
quick and easy proposition. Oddly, this time it turned out to
be difficult. With the shadows lengthening, I finally hooked a
small piranha. As I bent to reach for him with a boga-grip, he
disappeared in a massive flash of silver. It was a huge payara!
… and he was wailing line off my light piranha reel at high
speed! But as quickly as my adrenaline began pumping, my
line went slack—of course he took my piranha with him too.
So there we were, a good hour downriver of the catfish
hole we had targeted, with the sun setting and no bait. And,
we were still a good hour upriver of our Continued on Page 8
But we were
disabused of that
idea quickly once
we were in them

The handdrawn map
that started
this whole
thing

Sheer human-powered effort was the
only way up some of the rapids.

Region of
waterfalls
and rapids

Community

Our host community - We
spent a lot of time in the big
dome-shaped “maloca”, the
community
meeting area
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Click Here
Maybe it wasn’t elegant, but it was a comfortable enough home for two nights.

Paul
Reiss

Chunky pacu were
not only great fun on
a 4-weight, but they
made a delicious
dinner

The village Wellington
Melo
Chief

camp. Sometimes, in a rocky, fast river, with light fading, discretion
becomes the better part of valor. We headed back to camp. It was the
right choice. After a meal of grilled peacock bass and a recounting of
our day’s experience, our hammocks beckoned and sleep came quickly.
The next morning, (Day 4) we broke camp and headed back
downriver. Going down the rapids, although a hairier ride than going
upriver, was quicker and easier. We had time to fish some of the isolated pools and plateaus formed by the braided rapids, netting us lots of
big chunky pacu. These tasty critters accompanied us back to the village, sort of an offering of thanks for the effort the community’s young
men put in to get us where we needed to go. One of our young helpers,
apparently as taken with us and our ideas for future fishing trips as we
were with him, invited us to dinner at his parent’s home that evening. It
was an unforgettable experience, talking about tribal life as we feasted
on the fish that we caught earlier. We sat at a wooden table carved from
a massive tree stump that had once grown in the middle of the hardened
dirt patio in front of the family’s one room home. In spite of the primeval setting, dinner was a surprisingly formal and elegantly staged affair.
It seems that people are people, wherever they are and entertaining
guests is just as important an event and is done with just as much pride
as any affair we first-worlders stage for guests of our own.
Day 5 of what is normally a two day affair dawned with the chief
summoning us to another community meeting. We reported our findings (and lack of them) and expressed how promising this fishery appeared and our desire to learn more. We requested the tribe’s permission to return the next fall to explore further, with a bigger group, a real
camp and a floatplane flying directly to it. We explained that this is the
mechanism by which we can better evaluate the wisdom of an investment in a locale. Once we could make that determination positively, we
Going back downriver was a log
flume ride, but these rocks and
rapids were very real

would do our best to make this fishery become a resource for
the tribe and a destination for our anglers. The chief understood and we left with eagerly offered permission, great optimism, smiles and handshakes all around.
And then came Covid. While our American world ground
down to a low level of essential services and limited movement, tribal communities were totally shut off from all external contact. Although Covid was successfully kept out of this
village, entire communities found that their access to nonperishable food items disappeared; rice, beans, cooking oil,
salt, powdered milk, flour, etc. There were no tools, no fuel,
no services. Life in the Indigenous communities reverted to
the world of their grandfathers. Thankfully these communities still had lots of grandfathers and wilderness knowledge to
guide them through these times. We were unable to make
contact with this remote community during this time.
And then came the vaccine. As quickly as Brazil’s government shut down the reservations for their own protection,
they raced right back in the moment they had vaccines in
hand. By mid-March the entire tribal population of the region
was vaccinated—and by the end of the month, our rapidsguiding, dinner-inviting young tribe member had made his
way to Manaus with the chief’s authorization to return. We
had no plans to run an exploratory trip this year - heck we
were still trying to scramble to keep up with the craziness of
restarting and rescheduling hundreds of trips just to get ready
for the upcoming season. But it seems we have a type of disease perhaps even less preventable than Covid—it’s a form of
fishing addiction. We just cannot turn down the opportunity
to cast into untouched waters, no matter the difficulty.
So now, game on! We’re going in. We’ll take a group or
two with us sometime during mid-October to mid-November.
We need to start planning now, so we need an idea of who
would like to join us - keep in mind that this is not for everyone. You’ll be living in a jungle camp, although a much more
civilized one than the hammock hideaway in this article complete with flush toilets, tents and electricity, and you’ll be
fishing with untrained guides in rented boats - but, you’ll be
in untouched, unfished, primeval waters. If this is for you …
give us a call or →
Let us know - Click Here.
866-832-2987 x 1
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Amaz0n Tidbits - News from the RIVER
Even more amazing than the amazing fishes of the Amazon,
is the amount of rumor and gossip generated about it. This
column will appear from time to time in an effort to report
actual news before it evolves into wildly inexplicable fiction.
How we spent the pandemic
We care about what we do - Sure, we may be all about fishing, but our business isn’t just fish - in fact, fish just might be
the easiest part of it; especially in light of what we all just experienced. Honestly, the fish are always there, our systems are
fine-tuned and designed to access them and we’ve polished our
logistics and procedures to the point where we know we can
deliver the fishing trip of a lifetime. That’s the commitment we
made more than 25 years ago when we began our love affair
with the Amazon. We’ve worked diligently that entire time to
evolve our trips and become the best fishing operation in the
Amazon. But, for us, there’s more to it than just the fish.
We care about our staff - You can’t be the best of anything in the travel and hospitality industry if you don’t have the
best people to run your operations. Our Amazon staff is made
up of 52 loyal, hardworking people, many of whom have devoted decades to perfect their roles and grow with us. They’re not
just employees, they’re friends and colleagues. They suffered
this past year, because just like us, they were locked down,
locked out, and locked into limbo. After all their years of devotion to Acute Angling, it was our turn to give back. We paid
salaries, we operated at a loss with 10% of our normal volume
so they could earn a little extra and we created a bank from
which those needing further assistance could draw. They have
seen us through two and half decades and this year we’re happy
to say we’ve been able to help see them through the worst times

we’ve ever known. As a result, these efforts have kept our team
intact and ready to return to the jobs they do so well

We care about our Indigenous partners - It is our privilege
to have exclusive fishing rights in four protected Indian reservations. Sure we pay for the privilege, but over the decades our partnerships have developed into close relationships with real people,
whose lives are connected to ours. Their health, well-being and
quality of life is just as important to them as ours to us. So, it was
incumbent on us to do whatever we could to help our partners
through the lockdown imposed by the pandemic. Although we
didn’t fish, we paid our fees and with the help of our client’s generous donations, we were able to provide sustenance and support
via deliveries of monthly critical supplies baskets. Now, vaccinated, the tribes too have survived the worst of it and are ready to
open their borders and host our fishing operations again.
And we care about our clients - Acute Angling is proud to
have an extremely high percentage of repeat and referred clients.
We like to think it’s because we’re so good at what we do, but
perhaps a part of it is how we treat our anglers ... like family.
When the world turned upside down, we knew that we had to find
ways to work with our clients and deal with their scheduled trips.
Some wanted to fish, some wanted to wait, some wanted to reschedule, some wanted to never travel again. We created policies
and software to help with rescheduling, we ran select trips for
those who insisted and we put travel in abeyance for those who
needed to see the light actually shining at the end of the tunnel. We
worked to understand what each of our anglers needed to handle
their personal path through the pandemic. In the end, we believe
that we’ve taken the best of care of our entire fishing family.
Now it’s time to get back to fishing!

from our site. The update will include two new sections. Angler
Resources and Angler Options, that will allow you to plan extra
activities right in your portal. Want to add on an arapaima trip?
You can do so right from your portal. Looking to kayak the exciting waters on our Multi-species trip? Let our host know right from
your portal. You’ll be able to access your personal photo gallery
We put great effort into our website. We are a customerand even give us your post-trip feedback, right from the convencentric company and our site helps us to share our philosophy, caience of your portal. We know that the quality and completeness
pability and characteristics with the world. It’s our public face,
of our trips is even further augmented by making all of the trip
giving our loyal Acute Angling fishing family as well as potential
details as simple and convenient as possible.
new anglers, insights into who we are and what to
In our last update, we integrated our reserexpect when planning the trip of a lifetime with us.
vation database into the website, providing accuClick Here to
We’ve long understood that, so we are constantly
rate availability information for all of our trips. If
updating our site and its extraordinarily rich content
you’re thinking of, or planning an Amazon fishing
Our goal has always been to make our site a useful
adventure, the actual real-time options are right at
resource and detailed source of information, not a flashy marketing your fingertips. Over the next few months, we plan to take that
gimmick. Now, we’re taking it a step further and building fully
convenience another step further. We’ll be adding an online bookinteractive functions into it’s already broad capabilities!
ing tool; You’ll be able to review the availability on our site and
Back in 2019, we introduced our client portal system. It has
then reserve a space that works for you, right then and there, withproven itself to be a huge convenience for our anglers, eliminating
out concern that it may disappear before you get it done.
the mounds of paper mailed back and forth and putting all of our
We have even more new features on the way, and new contrip preparatory materials right at their fingertips. This spring, we
tent is added and updated as it becomes available. Visit us often
plan to introduce an update, Portal 2.0, that you can access right
and please, give us your comments, suggestions and critiques!

Visit Now

Acute angling’s Brazilian Amaz0n
*Note - Available spaces are
shown as of March 31, 2021
#

Departs Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

FT-00

Oct. 4th, 2021

Oct. 11

$5850

FT-10

Dec. 13th, 2021

Dec. 20

$5850

- open -

FT-11

Dec, 20th, 2021

Dec. 27

Xmas

- 6 openings -

ET-18

Feb 8th, 2022

Feb. 15

$5850

- 3 openings -

Fall 2021 / Winter 2022 - Picapau Lodge

Blackwater
Explorer
$4250 - Double Occupancy

- 2 openings -

2021 / 2022

Dates NOT listed
are full.

$4750
- Single Occupancy
Amazon peacock
bass

$4850 - Double Occupancy - $5350 - Private Cabin
#

Departs Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

F1-02

Aug. 30, 2021

Sept. 6

$5850

- open -

FH-05

Oct. 4, 2021

Oct. 11

$5850

- 3 openings -

Fall 2021 - Rio Matupiri - Indian Reservation

FH-03

Sept. 3, 2021

Sept. 10

$5850

- 4 openings -

FH-05

Sept. 17, 2021

Sept. 24

$5850

- open -

FH-06

Sept. 24, 2021

Oct. 1

$5850

- open -

F

Fall 2021 / Winter 2022 - Rio Negro Basin - Available Spaces
Nov. 10, 2021

Nov. 17

$4850

- 2 openings -

FN-07

Nov. 24, 2021

Dec. 1

$4850

- 5 openings -

FN-11

Dec. 22, 2021

Dec. 29

Xmas

- 8 openings -

FN-19

Feb. 16, 2022

Feb. 23

$4850

- 8 openings -

FN-21

March 2, 2022

March 9

$4850

- 12 openings -

Sept. 12, 2022

GI-06
GI-07

- 6 openings -

Sept. 19

$5850

Sept. 26, 2022

Oct. 3

$5850

- open -

Oct. 3, 2022

Oct. 10

$5850

- 6 openings -

Fall 2022 - Rio Negro Basin - Available Spaces
GN-01

Oct. 14, 2022

Oct. 21

$4850

- open -

GN-02

Oct. 21, 2022

Oct. 28

$4850

- open -

GN-03

Oct. 28, 2022

Nov. 4

$4850

- open -

GN-05

Nov. 11, 2022

Nov. 18

$4850

- 9 openings -

GN-06

Nov. 18, 2022

Nov. 22

$4850

- open -

GN-09

Dec. 7, 2022

Dec. 14

$4850

- open -

GN-10

Dec. 14, 2022

Dec. 21

$4850

- open -

Price

Fall 2021 - Giant Peacock Bass

FC-11

Oct. 22, 2021

Oct. 29

$7950

- 5 openings -

FC-12

Oct. 29, 2021

Nov. 5

$7950

- open -

FC-13

Nov. 5, 2021

Nov. 12

$7950

Full Group Only

*Note - Dates available for group programs
are denoted with a blue background.

$5350

- 5 openings -

FE-03

Sept. 16th, 2021

Sept. 23

$5350

- 6 openings -

FE-04

Sept. 23rd, 2021

Sept. 30

$5350

- open -

Fall 2021/Winter 2022 - Rio Negro Tributaries and Headwaters
FF-01

Oct. 8th, 2021

Oct. 15

$5350

- 2 openings -

FF-01

Oct. 15th, 2021

Oct. 22

$5350

- open -

FF-03

Oct. 22nd, 2021

Oct. 29

$5350

- 6 openings -

FF-05

Nov. 5th, 2021

Nov. 12

$5350

- open -

FF-06

Nov. 12th, 2021

Nov. 19

$5350

- 1 opening -

FF-07

Nov. 19th, 2021

Nov. 26

$5350

- 4 openings -

FF-08

Nov. 26th, 2021

Dec. 3

$5350

- open -

FF-09

Dec. 3rd, 2021

Dec. 10

$5350

- 6 openings -

FF-10

Dec. 10th, 2021

Dec. 17

$5350

- open -

FF-11

Dec. 17th, 2021

Dec. 23

$5350

- open -

FF-12

Dec. 23rd, 2021

Dec. 30

Xmas

- open -

FF-14

Jan. 6th, 2022

Jan. 13

$5350

- open -

FF-16

Jan. 20th, 2022

Jan. 27

$5350

- open -

FF-17

Jan. 27th, 2022

Feb. 3

$5350

- open -

FF-21

Feb. 24th, 2022

Mar. 3

$5350

- open -

Leaves Manaus

Returns

Price

Availability

2021/2

Fall 2021 - Winter 2022 - Floatplane Only Access

FA-03

Nov. 30, 2021

Dec. 7

$6250

- 4 openings -

FA-05

Dec. 14, 2021

Dec. 21

$6250

- 6 openings -

FA-07

Dec. 28, 2021

Jan. 4, 2022

$6250

- 2 openings -

FA-08

Jan. 4, 2022

Jan. 11

$6250

- 2 openings -

FA-09

Jan. 11, 2022

Jan. 25

$6250

- 6 openings -

FA-11

Jan. 25, 2022

Feb. 1

$6250

- 6 openings -

FA-16

March 1, 2022

March 8

$6250

- open -

Availability

- open -

Fall 2021

2021

Returns

Sept. 9

Fall 2021 - Winter
2022

Leaves Manaus

Fall 2021 / Winter 2022

GI-04

Sept. 2nd, 2021

Fall 2021

FN-05

Fall 2021 / Winter 2022

Fall 2021 - Harpy Eagle - Autaz Mirrim Reserve - Available Spaces

FE-01

Toll-free (866) 832-2987 - Paul Reiss - Ext. 1 or Garry Reiss - Ext. 2
or email us at webmaster@acuteangling.com

